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THE RICHMOND MEETINGS. 





HE Richmond meetings are reported 
at length in our news columns and 
the report should be carefully read 

by every one of our subscribers. The 
markedly friendly and conciliatory tone 
of the- Proprietary Association toward 
the retail drug trade was a noticeable fea- 
ture of the meetings and one which au- 
gurs well for the future friendly relations 
of the proprietors with the retailers. The 
report of Mr. Newman, chairman of the 
Committee on Fraternal Relations, is 
particularly interesting, while the 
thoughtful consideration of the feelings 
of the retailer evidenced in the remarks 
of Mr. Rose, of the J. C. Ayer Co., on 
the newspaper campaign against substi- 
tution, deserves and will no doubt re- 
ceive hearty appreciation at the hands of 
the retail trade. It is to be hoped that 
this good feeling will take some tangible 
form in the direction of aid to the re- 
tailer in his fight with the cutter. 


TRADE-MARK LAW. 





the United States is not in an 

ideal condition. The only trade- 
mark registration law on the statute 
books of the United States is one permit- 
ting the registration in the United States 
Patent Office of a trade-mark when the 
same is used in commerce with foreign 
nations or the Indian tribes, and a pro- 
vision of the Dingley bill, providiug for 


|S oe Caen and copyright law in 


the registration of domestic trade-marks 
in the United States Treasury Depart- 
ment, so as to prevent the importation of 
foreign-made goods whose marks would 
constitute an imitation of American trade- 
marks. 

It is highly desirable that the whole 
question of copyright and trade-mark 
rights be removed from the field of com- 
mon law, upon which these rights are 
now almost wholly dependent, by the en- 
actment of clearly defined statutes out- 
lining accurately the precise rights of the 
proprietor. Such enactment would be a 
boon to all concerned, as if properly 
framed, it would materially diminish ex- 
tensive litigation, which is now brought 
about by the somewhat involved con- 
dition of the law. 

At the convention of the Patent Office 
officials from various countries, which is 
to be held in the near future, the ques- 
tion of copyright and trade-mark law 
will receive considerable attention, and 
it is highly desirable that some general 
principles should be agreed upon to place 
the practice in trade-mark law on a uni- 
form basis throughout the entire world. 
There exists now a general convention 
of commercial nations under the title of 
the “Union for the Protection of Indus- 
trial Property,” whose central office is lo- 
cated at Berne, in Switzerland. The ef- 
forts of this Union are directed towards 
the repression of illegitimate use of trade- 
marks in every direction. Our American 
enterprise and originality has made popu- 
lar a number of trade-marked articles in 
wide use throughout the world, but in 
very many cases the proprietors of such 
trade-marks have been deprived of a 
large portion of the benefits which should 
have accrued to them on the popularity 
of their goods by the sale of fraudulent 
imitations in foreign countries, where no 
adequate means were at hand for pre- 
venting such fraud. 

Statistics and the reports of many ot 
our consuls abroad, notably those in 
South America, show and conclusively 
prove that American trade-marks are be- 
ing most extensively copied and pirated 
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by foreign manufacturers, and cheap and 
inferior goods not of American make ex- 
tensively sold in the foreign markets un- 
der counterfeit American trade-marks. 
It is to be hoped that Congress will give 
this very important topic that careful 
consideration which it deserves, not only 
insuring the trade-mark proprietors the 
rights which are theirs, but also clearly 


defining the rights of the public 
in relation to trade-marks and 
copyrights, for it should be im- 


possible for any proprietor to establish 
a practical monopoly under the guise of 
protecting his trade-mark rights. 





PURE FOOD LAW. 


HE reader of the English pharma- 
ceutical journals cannot but real- 
ize the vast importance to the drug 

trade of pure food and drug laws. The 
English journals contain weekly reports 
of law cases in which litigation has en- 
sued from the enforcement of the pure 
food and drug laws, and while these re- 
ports sometimes indicate that the rigid 
enforcement of pure food and drug laws 
causes considerable annoyance to deal- 
ers in food and drugs, they also indicate 
that the public welfare demands some 
protection of this sort. The great diffi- 
culty, however, lies in devising laws 
which, while sufficiently severe to be of 
any real utility, are not so framed as to 
bear unjustly on the innocent, if some- 
times offending, dealers. 

The difficulties experienced in enforc- 
ing the laws of Ohio are fresh in the 
minds of our readers, and the efforts 
now being made to enforce somewhat 
similar laws in the State of Pennsylvania 
furnish some curious instances of the 
technical difficulties which surround the 
framing and enforcement of pure food 
laws. 

A Pennsylvania jury has decided that 
mustard is not an article of food, and 
this decision resulted in the acquittal of 
a grocer who sold a grossly adulterated 
mustard. The judge, in his charge to 
the jury, said: “If you agree that mus- 
tard is an article of food, you should con- 
vict the defendants, but if, on the other 
hand, you agree that mustard is not an 
article of food, you should acquit.” The 
jury was out for several hours, and 
brought in a verdict of acquittal for the 
defendants, but the question whether 
mustard is or is not an article of food was 
not decided by them, save by the implied 
decision in acquitting the defendant. 

It is amusing to note that one of the 
jurors refers to this decision as a com- 
promise. The inference would be that 
some of the jury were in favor of punish- 
ing the offender, while others were in 





favor of punishing the prosecution, and 
they therefore effected a compromise and 
brought in a verdict of acquittal. 

A decision has recently been rendered 
in a lower court in England which might 
possibly furnish a guide for courts called 
upon to decide such questions as the 
one above referred to. In the English 
court it was held that olive oil when sold 
by a grocer was an article of food, where- 
as, when sold by a druggist it was a drug. 
It might, with equal justice, be urged that 
when mustard is sold by a grocer, it is an 
article of food, and when sold by a drug- 
gist is no longer to be considered as a 
food, but as a drug. 

Circulars 


have been 


A NATIONAL : 
apotTeeanon sent out from the Agri- 
LAW. cultural Department at 
Washington soliciting 


expressions of opinion upon the advisa- 
bility of establishing a national pure food 
law, and inviting suggestions as to its 
form. The enactment of such a law, while 
it would appear theoretically advisable, 
offers so many opportunities for unjust 
discrimination and for oppressive bu- 
reaucratic interference with commercial 
matters that the measure will undoubt- 
edly be opposed as actively as was its 
predecessor the Paddock bill, which was 


presented before the Fifty-first Congress. 


CUTTING STILL THE TOPIC. 





HE regulation of prices on proprie- 
tary goods came in for the usual 
amount of attention at the meeting 

of the National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation, the proceedings of which are 
published in other columns of this issue. 
A well-known retailer of Escanaba, 
Mich., was present at the meeting to pre- 
sent a plan for the prevention of price 
cutting, which contained some distinctive 
features not embodied in any plan prev- 
iously offered. The association exercised 
its usual courtesy by accepting the plan 
and referring it to its Committee on Pro- 
prietary Goods for consideration. In 
discussing the propositions of the re- 
tailer, the difficulties of putting any plan, 
however well conceived, into effect, were 
touched upon by several members. Mr. 
Kline, the former chairman of the Pro- 
prietary Committee of the N. W. D. A., 
appeared to strike the key-note of the dif- 
ficulty when he remarked that what was 
lacking in all efforts started in this coun- 
try to regulate prices on proprietary 
goods was the lack of organization 
among retailers who were in favor of 
maintaining prices. He contrasted this 


with the organization of the Proprietary 
Articles’ Trade Association of England, 
which was formed a little over a year ago 
by W. S. Glyn-Jones, to combat the cut- 
Mr. Kline quoted 


rate evil in England. 
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largely from the statements made to hint 
by Mr. Jones in a recent interview and he 
has credited Mr. Jones with making cer- 
tain assertions which are somewhat at 
variance with Mr. Jones’ own account of 
the organization of the P. A. T. A. The 
trouble in this country, according to Mr. 
Kline, is that the retailers do not recog- 
nize the fact that, however much the 
manufacturer may wish to regulate his 
prices, he is unable to do so without the 
co-operation of a sufficiently large num- 
ber of retailers to insure success. He 
leaves us to infer from this that the re- 
tailers as a body have never made any 
concerted or united attempt to prevent 
price cutting with the assistance of the 
manufacturers, while the history of ef- 
forts to regulate price cutting in this 
country, from the Campion plan down, 
abundantly proves the contrary. 

Mr. Kline credits the English retailers 
with originating an entirely new plan of 
action. Instead of consulting the job- 
bers and asking them whether they would 
approve of this or that, or the manufac- 
turers as to whether their plan would suit 
them, they started just the other way 
about, and consulted neither of the inter- 
ested parties. This they may have done 
at the start, but if we are to believe Mr. 
Jones’ own story of the organization of 
the P. A. T. A., as printed over his own 
signature in the AMERICAN DrucotstT of 
April 10, 1897, the scheme was very con- 
siderably modified shortly afterward. 

The Proprietary Articles’ Trade Associa- 
tion of England was organized early in 
1896 and comprises the three sections of 
the trade, namely, proprietors, whole- 
salers and retailers, and is governed by a 
council consisting of the representatives 
of each section. The plan only came 
into operation in July, 1896, and is said 
to be now supported by every legitimate 
wholesale house in England. 


In discussing the plan presented at the 
meeting of the N. W. D. A. by Mr. Saur- 
wine, of Escanaba, the old complaint, 
which we have listened to so often from 
the wholesale and manufacturing inter- 
ests, was made that the plan had not the 
indorsement of a sufficient number of re- 
tailers. At the meeting in New York 
three years ago the number asked for 
amounted to 90 per cent of the retailers 
of a given locality. We wonder what 
would have happened to the Glyn-Jones 
movement if such a demand had been 
made upon it when it was first started? 
Perhaps English retailers are less supine 
than Americans and have a better repu- 
tation for courage and determination of 
purpose. The stereotyped excuse for re- 
fusing to entertain the overtures of re- 
tailers for the joint protection of whole- 
salers, proprietors and retailers will have 
to be abandoned soon, if any progress is 
to be hoped for in movements for the 
prevention of price cutting. 
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Commercial Possibilities of the Cam- 
phor Tree in America. 


The United States Department of Ag- 
riculture has recently published a circu- 
lar on the camphor tree, written by 
Lyster H. Dewey, from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are taken as bearing on 
the commercial possibilities of the tree 
in the United States. The report em- 
braces a study of the botany of the tree, 
and other details, which are omitted 
here. 

Where the Tree Can Grow. 


The most northern localities in the 
United States, so far as known at this 
Department, where the camphor tree has 
been grown successfully out of doors, 
are Charleston and Summerville, in 
South Carolina, Augusta, Ga., and Oak- 
land, Cal. 

At Charleston, Summerville and Au- 
gusta the trees have withstood a mini- 
mum temperature of 15° F., but they have 
been protected by surrounding trees and 
buildings. At Mobile, Ala., the trees 
have grown and fruited in protected situ- 
ations, while in exposed places they 
have been repeatedly destroyed by frosts. 
While the camphor tree will grow on 
almost any soil that is not too wet, it 
does best on a well-drained sandy or 
loamy soil, and it responds remarkably 
well to the application of fertilizers. Its 
growth is comparatively slow on sterile 
soils, but under favorable conditions it 
sometimes grows very rapidly. An in- 
stance is recorded of a camphor tree in 
Italy a foot in diameter and 90 feet high, 
eight years from the seed. Under ordi- 
nary conditions, however, such a girth 
is not often attained in less than twenty 
five years, and such a height is rarely at- 
tained in. a century. Under favorable 
conditions an average of thirty feet in 
height, with trunks 6 to 8 inches in di- 
ameter at the base, may be expected in 
trees ten years from the seed. 


Uses of the Tree and Its Products. 


The principal commercial uses of the 
camphor tree are for the production of 
camphor gum and camphor oil. Among 
the secondary uses of the cam- 
phor tree the most important is for orna- 
mental planting. Its bright evergreen 
leaves, rapid growth and long life make 
it valuable for this purpose. In Japan 
and China it has been the principal tree 
planted in the temple courts for many 
centuries, and in those countries it takes 
the place of the historic oaks of Eng- 
land. It has been extensively introduced 
into Southern Europe and South Ameri- 
ca for ornamental purposes. 

The wood, with its close grain, yellow 
color, and susceptibility to polish, taking 
a kind of satin-like finish, is exceedingly 
valuable in cabinet work, especially for 
making drawers, chests and cupboards 
proof against insects. The leaves and 
young branches, although they have but 
a slight odor of camphor, are packed 
with clothing or scattered about unused 
rooms to guard against insects. 

The tree produces an abundance of 
berry-like fruits, which are used in Japan 
and China to make a kind of tallow. The 
fruits are greedily eaten by chickens and 
birds, especially mocking birds, which 
often select camphor trees for nesting 
places. : 


Conditions of Successful Cultivation. 

For most of the secondary  pur- 
poses, the camphor tree may well be cul- 
tivated wherever it can be made to live; 
but for the distillation of gum and oil 
with a commercial view, and for the pro- 
duction of wood for cabinet purposes, it 
must be grown under the most favorable 
conditions. The minimum winter tem- 
perature should not be below 20° F., 
and this minimum should be of rare oc- 
currence. The soil, preferably sandy and 
well drained, should be irrigated unless 
there are abundant rains. Fifty inches of 
water during the warm, growing season 
is desirable, and much more may well be 
used where the air is very dry. , 

An abundance of plant food, rich in 
nitrogen, is required for rapid growth; 
but the kind of fertilizer that can be most 
profitably applied will vary according to 
the character of the soil in each locality. 
In the absence of definite information in 
this regard, the kind of fertilizer pro- 
ducing most rapid growth of wood in 
the orange or in other fruit trees may be 
taken as an index. 


Propagation. 
Camphor trees may be grown cither 
from seed or from cuttings. They are 
usually grown from seed, as the trees 


‘fruit abundantly, and seedlings can be 


grown more easily than cuttings. The 
seeds are collected at maturity in Octo- 
ber and November, and, after drying, 
are packed in sharp white sand, or some 
similar material, to keep them fresh un- 
til the time of planting in spring. About 
the last of March they are sown in drills 
in the seed bed. 
(To be Continued.) 


PROGRESS IN PHARMACY.* 


Craft ahoy! whither are you drifting? 
Thus we may well hail the pharmaceutical 
craft. It may not be rudderless or un- 
seaworthy; it may not, from its general 
appearance, even have many of the quali- 
ties of a craft, but its armamentarium—its 
freight—is certainly one of the queerest 
collections that was ever assembled since 
Noah’s Ark stranded on Mount Ararat. 

The practice of medicine and of phar- 
macy has always been noted for the cur- 
ious and weird of their remedial agents, 
but where is the description anent apothe- 
cary shops of Goethe, Schiller or Shakes- 
peare as compared with the additions to 
the recent materia medica. 


Survivals of Superstition. 


The scorpions and troglodytes, the talue 
leporis (rabbit foot), the adeps homini 
and pulmo vulpis were no doubt wonders 
of their time, but they are insipid and 
commonplace compared with the pitui- 
tary, pineal, suprarenal and other glands; 
substances ovarian, uterine-wall and kid- 
ney, not to mention Didymin, spleen and 
cerebrinin, evidently the twentieth cen- 
tury evolutionary product of the cranium 
humanum sine ignei preparatum of our 
old friends, predecessors of Boerhave, of 
Scheele, of Liebig, Pasteur, Virchow and 
the hosts of pharmacists and chemists, 
who if now appearing on the stage would 
recognize the old tradition and supersti- 
tion which they devoted their lives to ex- 
plode, stalking through scientific medical 
circles in the garb of the charlatans and 
pork-packers in this the dawn of the 
twentieth century era of progress! 





* Address of the chairman of the Section on 
Education and Legislation at the fifth annual 
meeting of the A. Ph. A. 


In this materialistic age, the human 
body is simply a complex machine; if any 
of its valves or organs become impaired, 
it is repaired by substituting another 
sound or perfect part for that injured. If 
the kidneys are diseased, administer some 
“kidney substance.” What could be more 
simple and sure a cure? Our mechanic 
progress has been so great in acoustic ap- 
aratus and bicycles that so simple a 
thing as the human body to fix and re- 
pair is-easy! = * * 


Education. 


“The board meets next month. I am very 
anxious to pass as R. P. Let me know what 
to do.” ; 

“Yes. Assuming that you are a_ registered 
assistant and have from three to four years’ 
experience in a drug store, our advice is to 
first qualify yourself before you try the ex- 
amination. f you are so_ situated, by all 
means attend a school or college of pharmacy. 
If this be impossible, then subscribe for a 
course of home study by mail. Take at least a 
six months’ course; study at least one hour 
each day for five days per week; get your pre- 
ceptor, or older clerk, to assist you and to 
quiz you preparatory to writing out your 
answers to the questions. At the end of six 
months, if you are satisfied with your work and 
rating received, Fe may try the examination, 
but not before. This is the only kind of advice 
the candidate should have.” 

But, look at the spectacle! Men and 
boys, often without any preparation what- 
soever, keep coming up before the board 
time and again, sometimes nearly half a 
hundred times in the course of years. 
These persons cannot realize their unfit- 
ness until they begin to study. There 
are many instances on record where they 
have quit the business after struggling 
with the pons asinorum of pharmacy— 
specific gravity. So that it will be ob- 
served education is also of value in its 
negative results. The average young 
person has the most hazy idea of the ob- 
ject of study, or rather of examination. 
It may be added that this is shared in by 
some boards, or members of boards who 
seem to think it all but criminal to advise 
a young candidate to qualify himself, and 
as to the proper course to pursue. 

The following reply to the circular of 
this committee last year, requesting a set 
of the examination questions, also pres- 
ents a peculiar phase of this subject. 

“All persons taking the examination before 
this board are sworn to secrecy, that is, not to 
divulge any of the contents of the schedule 
given them, and we hardly think it would be con- 
sistent in us, after swearing applicants for regis- 
tration to secrecy, to publish a list of our ques- 
tions. It does not matter to us where a person 
gets his information, whether from quiz-com- 
pends or not; if they are able to answer cor- 
rectly seventy-five per cent of the questions pro- 
pounded to them, we consider that they are 
competent to practice pharmacy, providing, of 
course, that they have had the required _prac- 
tical experience, Fifty-three persons took the 
examination before this board at the last _ex- 
amination and only eleven were passed. This 
showing, we think, ought to dispel the idea 
from the mind of any person that quiz-compend 
students, or any others, for that matter, have 
not to be pretty well qualified before adiploma is 
granted them by this board.” 


I desire to again direct attention to the 
inadequacy of the public school instruc- 
tion in some localities. At the meeting 
of the National Educational Society this 
year, many valuable papers were present- 
ed, all going to show that the curricula 
need revision. Poorly equipped as many 
young persons are, when entering phar- 
macy, it is no wonder that they expect to 
qualify for a board examination in a 
couple of months, or that they may get a 
diploma from a college of pharmacy in 
ten weeks. 

It is to be regretted that this question, 
proposed last year for presentation to the 
State Pharmaceutical Association, should 
have met with such little response and it 
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is recommended that it be again presented 
to these associations for report upon to 
this section next year. 

Colleges. 

There were 4,098 students of pharmacy 
in the 43 colleges in the United States last 
year, the number in each school ranging 
from 5 to 606. Eleven schools had less 
than 25 students, seven had between 25 
and 50, nine had between 50 and 75, six 
had between 75 and 100, five had between 
100 and 200, two between 200 and 300, and 
only one exceeded 400. Some of the best 
known and highest standard schools grant 
the degree Ph.G., 15 grant Ph.C., 7 grant 
Phar.D., 7 grant B.S., 4 grant Phar.M. 
and one Phar.B. (Bachelor of Phar- 
macy). Eighteen schools grant two de- 
grees, one grants three and one four de- 
grees. 

This multiplicity of degrees and re- 
quirements seems to be on the increase. 
During this year we note the following 
changes: 

Cleveland school has established a three 
year course of eight and one-quarter hours 
per week with Ph.C. degree. . 

California College has changed its 
terms from summer to winter. 

Chicago Illinois University adopted a 
three-year course for Ph.C., the third 
year requiring forty hours per week for 
28 weeks of work in bacteriology and ad- 
vanced chemistry, in addition to the two- 
year course for Ph.G., but without re- 
quiring experience in pharmacy. 

Brooklyn College has adopted 
“Phar.D.” degree. 

Massachusetts College has adopted a 
new degree, Ph.C., including bacterio- 
logy, milk, butter and water analysis. 

St. Louis College has adopted the Ph.B. 
degree for graduates without experience 
in pharmacy. 

Great Britain Pharmaceutical Society’s 
School has extended the first year term 
to nine months; second year, six months. 


Can Co-educational Schools Grant Ph.B. 
Degrees ? 


How can co-educational schools, like 
pharmaceutical colleges, award the de- 
gree of bachelor? Wouid it not be pos- 
sible for a bachelor in pharmacy to marry 
another fair bachelor in pharmacy? In 
that event both must lose the degree. 

The subject of degrees was discussed at 
the meeting of the National Educational 
Association at its Milwaukee meeting by 
Henry Wade Rogers, the president of the 
Northwestern University, in a paper en- 
titled “State Supervision of Degree-Con- 
ferring Universities,” in which he said, 
among other things: 


Making Merchandise of Education. 


The cause of professional and of acad- 
emic education suffers for the want of 
adequate State supervision. Professional 
schools have been established, generally 
in the large cities, which are governed by 
purely commercial standards. We have 
in this country schools of law, medicine, 
dentistry and pharmacy, that appear to 
be organized and conducted for the pur- 
pose of making money. They are stock 
corporations, the stock being generally 
held by members of the teaching force, 
the teachers being chosen not for their 
fitness for any particular chair, but be- 
cause of their willingness and ability to 
put up the money that is needed. The 
shorter the course of study the cheaper 
the class of teachers; the less expended for 
books and apparatus and the easier it is 
made to be admitted and graduated, the 


the 


greater the number of students becomes 
and the larger the amount of dividends 
paid. 

Men who make merchandise of profes- 
sional education have low professional 
and scholastic ideals. They are inclined 
to receive all students who apply for ad- 
mission without much regard to their 
previous preparation or their moral char- 
acter. They allow the students thus ad- 
mitted to continue in their school with- 
out being concerned greatly as to the 
manner in which they apply themselves 
to study. They graduate them after an 
attendance for the allotted period with- 
out scrutinizing too closely the extent of 
their ignorance and confer upon them a 
degree which, in theory, is supposed to 
stand for high attainments. 

This sort of thing, impossible in Eu- 
rope, should be made impossible in Amer- 
ica. Such a condition of affairs is de- 
moralizing beyond question. The ten- 
dency of it is all in the direction of low 
standards. It destroys the value of de- 
grees. It imposes on the public a class 
of educational charlatans and works injury 
to the students whom ‘it falsely pretends 
to educate. It multiplies the difficulties 
in the way of those institutions that are 
endeavoring to do their work according 
to the highest standards. A faculty of 


law, or medicine, or dentistry, or phar- - 


macy—that is, conducting a school on any 
such basis as that described—ought not 
to have authority to confer degrees. 
There should be no hesitancy in declaring 
that the interest of education, and there- 
fore the interest of the public, require that 
when the State does not exercise a power 
of supervision and does not establish a 
minimum standard of admission and 
graduation, it should withhold from every 
stock company the power of conferring 
degrees. I do not desire to be understood 
as intimating an opinion that no school 
can be worthy of public confidence which 
is conducted by a stock corporation pay- 
ing dividends to its members, but only 
that the danger from schools of this class 
is so great that it is not wise, in the ab- 
sence of State supervision, to entrust them 
with the degree-conferring power. While 
here and there a dividend-paying school 
may exist, with high standards, and be 
worthy of confidence, the influence of the 
great majority of schools conducted for 
the purpose of revenue is so bad from an 
educational point of view, that the State 
would be justified in withholding from 
them all degree-conferring power. 


New York’s Good Example. 


The laissez-faire policy, which is re- 
sponsible for the existing abuses that 
characterize our educational affairs, is not 
in favor in the State of New York. That 
State has set an example which deserves 
to be followed by other American States. 
Its legislation on this subject has been 
wisely framed. The legislature of that 
State, at the first session after the close of 
the Revolutionary War, created the Uni- 
versity of New York and placed the same 
in the control of a Board of Regents, 
composed of men of the highest charac- 
ter and distinction. The University of 
New York is not a teaching body. It 
includes and has supervision over all the 
colleges and academies of the State, al- 
though each has its own board of trus- 
tees for the management of its individual 
affairs. 

The Regents of the University of New 
York are elected by the legislature of the 
State, and no person can at the same time 
be a Regent of the University and a trus- 
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tee or officer of any one of the colleges 
or academies of this State. The laws of 
New York confer upon the regents au- 
thority to incorporate universities, col- 
leges, academies and other institutions, 
with such powers and subject to such 
limitations and restrictions “as the re- 
gents may prescribe in conformity to 
law.” They are also given the right, for 
sufficient cause, to suspend or revoke the 
charter of any educational institution. 

The State of Pennsylvania has recently 
followed her sister State. In 1895 the leg- 
islature of that commonwealth passed an 
act creating a college and university 
council, and conferred upon it full au- 
thority to decide upon the advisability of 
chartering new institutions. 

May we not hope that in the several 
States legislation may be obtained which 
shall protect the universities of the coun- 
try from the evils which exist from the 
failure to exercise a supervision deemed 
essential by European States? We Ameri- 
cans need to rid ourselves of the notion 
that a “go-as-you-please-policy” is good 
enough for us. The time has come when 
institutions doing only preparatory work 
should not be permitted to confer univer- 
sity degrees and when _ professional 
schools established as money-making in- 
stitutions should be deprived of the power 
of conferring degrees. 

The Danish Sanitary College has or- 
dered pharmacists to make their own pre- 
parations that these may be properly pre- 
pared, since testing is often accomplished 
in a perfunctory manner, and that besides, 
ready-made preparations degrade the 
pharmacist to a mere retailer and prevents 
him from fulfilling his obligations to his 
apprentices. 

Evidently, pharmaceutically speaking, 
there is nothing “rotten in Denmark.” 
The so-called pharmaceutical schools or 
colleges in England, with exception of 
the school of the Pharmaceutical Society 
in London, are nothing but cramming 
and catch-penny affairs. Thus we find 
among the announcements the following 
exclamations: 


“The course for the July examinations has 
commenced. (May 23.)” 

_ “The following passed at the April examina- 
tion. Send for pass lists.” 

“The principal is confident that if a student 
works there will be little fear of his failing to 
pass his examination.” 
es, pay conducts all the more 
important work and all departments are under 
his constant supervision.” 


It is hoped that it will be a long time 
beforé any school or college in this coun- 
try indulges in this style of exploitation. 

Boards and Examinations. 


The Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain has decided to raise the examina- 
tion fee from $25 to $50; the fee for den- 
tists and veterinarians is $100. This is in 
sharp contrast to the fees charged by our 
boards. There is no doubt that the fee 
should be raised to at least $10 for phar- 
macist and $5 for assistant. This would 
have a tendency to decrease the number 
who apply for examination, which is 
often abnormally large, several hundred 
candidates often being examined at one 
time in the populous States. Such 
large numbers cannot be properly nor 
thoroughly examined. The examinations 
could be profitably conducted in the col- 
leges where there are all the necessary 
facilities and members of faculties should 
be appointed as auxiliary examiners. 

California Board requires for examina- 
tion grammar school certificates. 

Kentucky Association rescinded in 1896 
the action of the Association in 1895, 
that no director or member of the faculty 
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of the Louisville College of Pharmacy 
should be eligible to membership of the 
Pharmacy Board. 

North Carolina Board rescinded its re- 
ciprocity arrangement with other boards. 

New York Association approved con- 
solidation of all local boards with the 
State Boards with a membership of nine. 

West Virginia, the Board of Public 
Works has appointed a new Pharmacy 
Board. The office of the members of the 
old board not having expired, they refuse 
to resign. 

In conclusion, we make the following 
recommendations: 

First—That the preliminary educational 


requirement for apprentices be continued 
to the State associations for report next 


year. 

Second—That the rules of the Associa- 
tion for Advancement of Science for or- 
thography and pronunication of chemical 
terms be reported upon at next year’s 
meeting. 

Third—That the feasibility of the crea- 
tion of some sort of memorial of Her- 
mann Hager be reported upon at next 
year’s meeting. 

Fourth—That a set of rules for division 
and conduct of the work of the section be 
presented next year for adoption and in- 
corporation in the by-laws. 
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Active Constituents of Capsicum.— 
Norbitz has isolated a crystalline body 
from capsicum, which he looks upon 


as the active principle. The body is 
neither an acid, glucoside or an alkaloid. 
(Pharm. Woch., xiv., 525.) 


Protectin.—Evers and Pistor of Cassel 
have applied this name to a kind of dress- 
ing, composed of thin silk paper, which 
is coated on one side with rubber solu- 
tion. It is put up in aseptic packages 
and with gauze covering over the adhe- 
sive face. It is intended to be used as a 
protective dressing in antiseptic opera- 
tions. 

Preservation of Creosote.—It is re- 
ported (Pharm. Post) that beechwood 
creosote is best preserved by exposing it, 
in glass-stoppered bottles, to direct sun- 
light. Kept in such a manner, it loses any 
color it may have had, and becomes per- 
fectly colorless, and the reddish colora- 
tion it is liable to is, by this simple means, 
entirely avoided. 

Stability of Iodoform Gauze.—Astruc 
states that when carefully preserved 
(Bull, de Pharm. du Sud-Est, 11,.199) in 
the dark iodoform gauze should not ma- 
terially deteriorate within twelve months. 
He states that in following Gay’s method 
for the determination of iodoform the 
saponification must be continued for at 
least three hours. 


Toxicodendrol.—Pfaff finds that the ir- 
ritant principle in Rhus, toxicodenron is 
an oily body, which is soluble in alcohol 
and ether and is precipitated from alco- 
holic solution by lead acetate. It is 
found in the proportion of 1.6 per cent in 
the stem, 3.6 per cent in the fruit and 3.3 
per cent in the leaf of the plant. It is in- 
tensely irritant when applied to the skin. 


Preservation of Syrups.—E. Mentzel 
States that the easiest, cheapest and most 
effective method of preserving syrups 
(Ap. Zeit., 1897, 653) is by filling the con- 
tainers up to the neck with the syrup, 
pouring in a thin layer of alcohol to 
cover the surface of the syrup in the 
neck of the bottle and corking tightly. 


The author advocates the use of fluid 
extracts in making those syrups which 
are but little called for. 

Decomposition of JIodoform by 
Light.—It is well known that iodoform 
solutions are decomposed by light, but 
this decomposition extends only to a cer- 
tain point. According to Fleury (Jour. 
de Pharm., 1897, 97) the decomposition 
ceases as soon as the solution becomes 
colored so brown by the separation of 
iodine that the ultra-violet light rays are 
no longer able to pass through the outer 
layers of the liquid. This deduction he 
has confirmed by a series of experiments. 

Eupthalmin is a derivative of phenyl- 
glycolic acid which produces mydriasis 
when applied in 2 per cent solution. The 
mydriatic takes effect within 20 to 30 
minutes after the instillation of two to 
three drops of the solution, and the effect 
disappears completely within two or three 
hours. It is stated that there is no pain 
nor any untoward action produced by 
the drug when so used. Dr. Vossius 
(Deutsch. Med. Woch., 1897, No. 25) 
recommends eupthalmin very highly for 
use in ophthalmic examinations. It is 
placed on the market by Schering, of 
Berlin. 

Preparation of Baptisin. — Lewis 
Ough has found (Chem. and Drug.) the 
following method to give the most satis- 
factory results. The crushed root was 
moistened with rectified spirit, and packed 
in a percolator and allowed to stand for 
twelve hours. It was then slowly perco- 
lated with alcohol till exhausted, 1 gallon 
being required for each 4 pounds of root. 
The tincture was of a dark-brown color, 
and after recovering most of the spirit by 
distillation, the resin was dried and pow- 
dered, and consisted of a non-hygro- 
scopic powder of a light-brown color 
readily soluble in spirit. The yield was 
about 10 per cent. It was found that if a 
weaker spirit were employed the resinoid 
obtained was more difficult to powder 
and readily became damp on exposure. 

Toxicity of the Alcohols.—Picaud has 
studied the toxicity of the alcohols, bas- 
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ing his work upon the studies of Audige, 
Dujardin-Beume, Raubeteau and others, 
who have held that the toxicity of the al- 
cohols increases as the boiling point be- 
comes higher and in proportion to the 
molecular weight of the higher homo- 
logues of ethyl alcohol. While the stud- 
ies of the authorities referred to were 
carried out on mammals, Picaud used 
fishes and amphibious animals in his ex- 
periments. He found that gold fish died 
in from eight to nine minutes in water 
containing 0.5 per cent of amyl alcohol. 
The same quantity of isobutyl alcohol 
killed the fish in one hour and fifteen 
minutes. One per cent propyl alcohol 
killed the fish in two hours and forty- 
five minutes, while a fish lived ten hours 
in the presence of 3 per cent of ethyl al- 
cohol, and lived a very much longer 
time in the presence of methyl alcohol. 


Kickxia as an Adulterant of Stroph- 
anthus Seed.—P. E. Siedler has observed 
(B. d. Deutsch. Pharm. Ges., 1897, No. 
22) that the seed of Kickxia africana are 
occasionally found as adulterants of 
strophanthus seed. The kickxia seed 
are hairless, spindle-shaped, not flattened, 
twisted into an S-like shape, and with 
the base and the point of the seed alike 
in their forms. Strophanthus seed, how- 
ever, can always be recognized by the 
vestiges of hairs which they retain. They 
also have a noticeably flattened shape, a 
rounded base and a sharp point. The 
cross-section of the seeds is characterized 
by cotyledons, which are much folded, 
while the seed leaves of the strophanthus 
seed lie parallel one upon the other. The 
transverse section of the kickxia, when 
treated with concentrated sulphuric acid, 
first turns brown, then red, while the 
seeds of both kinds of strophanthus take 
ona greencolor. The taste of both kick- 
xia and strophanthus seed is at first oily 
and then intensely bitter. 


Protargol.—This substance which has 
been prepared by Dr. Eichengrun is 
(Pharm. Zeit., 1897, 658) an insoluble 
compound of silver with protein in the 
form of molecular combination. This 
combination is so stable that it is not de- 
composed by either alkalies, alkaline sul- 
phides, halogen salts, or even hydro- 
chloric acid itself, which characteristics 
entitle it to precedence over all other 
silver salts. On account of these proper- 
ties protargol is not in the least degree 
irritating, and can be used with great ad- 
vantage, both in the treatments of wounds 
and of gonorrhoea. One of its decided 
advantages is that it can be used in com- 
bination with almost any medicants. 
Protargol forms an impalpable yeltow 
powder, soluble to the extent of 50 per 
cent in cold or luke-warm water, form- 
ing a clear, brownish liquid which is not 
precipitated by any of the above reagents 
nor by albumen. The addition of con- 
centrated acids produces a precipitate of 
the unchanged protargol, which is again 
dissolved upon adding water. Protargol 
contains 8.3 per cent of silver, while ar- 
gonin contains 4.2 per cent and argen- 
tamin 6.3 per cent of silver; and it is said 
to be superior to either of these as a bac- 
tericide. For gonorrhoea it is used in very 
diluted solutions, beginning at one-quar- 
ter of 1 per cent and gradually increas- 
ing in strength to 14 per cent. Dr. Neis- 
ser, in whose clinic it has been used for 
some time, speaks of it as excelling all 
remedies hitherto used for gonorrhoea. 
This substance is placed on the market 
by Fried. Bayer & Co., Elberfeld. 

















244 


ESSAYS BY GERMAN PHARMACISTS. 


Abstracts of Papers Presented at the Annual Meeting of 
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German Naturalists and Physicians. 





HE sixty-ninth meeting of the Association of German 
Naturalists and Physicians was held at Brunswick from 
the 19th to the 24th of September. This is the second 
time that the meeting has been held in Brunswick, the first 
occasion being in 1841. At that time the association was 
composed of seven different sections, as follows: (1) Chemis- 
try and Pharmacy, (2) Physics, (3) Geology and Mineralogy, 
(4) Botany, (5) Zoology, Anatomy and Physiology, (6) 
Agriculture and Forestry, (7) Medicine; only one section be- 
ing devoted to this vast field. Six hundred took part in the 
meeting in 1841. Now the regular membership numbers 
1,040, while probably double that number were in attendance 
at the last meeting. Instead of seven sections, the associa- 
tion is now divided into thirty-three, and at the Vienna meet- 
ing in 1894 there were forty different sections. Chemistry 
and pharmacy have been separated, the first taking the lead- 
ing roll in the meeting, and pharmacy being one of the last of 
the thirty-three sections. Medicine and botany have both 
been divided up into numerous different sections. The Ger- 
man Pharmaceutical Association does not discuss scientific 
matters at its annual meeting; such matters are presented 
at the meeting of the Naturalists and Physicians. 

The meeting this year is referred to by the scientific press 
of Germany as being one full of interest and promise. We 
present below abstracts of the more important papers read 
before the section on Pharmacy and Pharmacognosy. The 
meetings of this section were held in the small pharmaceuti- 
cal lecture room of the Technical High School, where the 
association was welcomed by Dr. Beckurts, of the faculty of 
that institution. Thirty-seven members were present at the 
first day’s sessions and fifty-seven in attendance the second 
day. Professor Beckurts presided over the first session; 
Professor Schwanert, of Griefswald, over the second, and 
Mr. Froelich, of Berlin, over the third session; while Pro- 
fessor Schaer, of Straasburg, acted as chairman during the 
last session. Nine papers were read in -the. four sittings 
which were held, and the interest displayed in the transac- 
tions was most marked. Dusseldorf was selected as the 
place of meeting for next year. 





The first paper presented before the 
section was on the 


Valuation of Kola Nuts and Kola 
Extracts. 


By Dr. Karu DI£TERICH, 
Helfenberg. 


That portion of the address which has 
to do with the nut itself was presented in 
abstract in our last issue on page 215. 
We, therefore, take up here 


The Fluid Extract. 


The author states that but little has 
been published on fluid extract and tinc- 
ture of kola. Seiler has published quota- 
tions from the communications of French 
authors on the subject, but the results in- 
dicate either the presence of typographi- 
cal errors or some serious error in the 
work performed. For instance, it is 
stated that in tinctures made by percola- 
tion from 3.4 to 3.5 per cent of caffeine is 
found, while in the fluid extract 6.17 per 
cent has been observed. If we suppose 
that the tincture is prepared in the 
strength of 20 per cent of the drug and 
that the fluid extract is prepared in the 
ordinary way, one part of the fluid ex- 
tract representing one part of the drug, we 
could only expect to find 1.5 to 2 per cent 
of caffeine and theobromine, as this is the 
highest yield of the best powdered kola 


(Seiler says that M. Jean has found as 
high as 2.4 per cent). The tincture, how- 
ever, would have only one-fifth of this 
amount of caffeine. From these data, the 
author concludes that the statements re- 
ferred to by Seiler as having been made 
by French authors are incorrect and 
should be deleted from pharmaceutical 
literature. 


Roasted vs. Dried Nuts. 


In the preparation of the fluid extract, 
the first important question is, what ma- 
terial should be used? In England and 
America, the fresh nut is frequently used, 
but in Germany the roasted nut is the one 
most generally utilized. The drug is 
roasted in ordertoimpart to it a coffee-like 
taste, but, according to Dr. Dieterich, this 
is at the expense of its active constituents. 
In roasting empyreumatic compounds 
are formed, and the caffeine is freed from 
its double salt and a portion of it is volatil- 
ized and driven off. Furthermore, there 
is a loss of 25 per cent in weight 
by roasting. The author has _al- 
ready established the fact that the 
natural double salt of caffeine and 
theobromine with kola-tannic acid is 
more active than is the free caffeine itself. 
On these grounds, therefore, the dry 
nuts alone should be used as containing 
a larger proportion of the natural double 
salt than the roasted nut. Here, as else- 


where in pharmacy, the question of taste 
is wholly a subordinate one. 

In order to destroy the earthy taste of 
the kola nut, various methods have been 
resorted to, just as in the case of cascara. 
The effect of such treatment is shown in 
the results obtained by analysis. 

The author refers to the active con- 
stituents of the preparation, and states 
that they should be determined in the 
following order as to their importance: 
(a) Total alkaloids, (b) free caffeine, (c) 
combined caffeine, (d) dry residue, (e) 
the specific gravity, (f) identity. 

The author recited the results of a num- 
ber of experiments, and recommended the 
following method for 


Determining the Total Alkaloids. 


Evaporate 20 Gms. of the fluid extract 
of kola to a syrupy consistence, or until 
all alcohol is driven off. Triturate the 
residue with 10 Gms. of unslaked lime 
or with a sufficient quantity to form a 
friable mass. Pack this in the extractor 
of a Soxhlet apparatus, and proceed as di- 
rected on page 215 of this journal for 
October 11th, save to multiply by 5 in- 
stead of 10 to obtain the percentage of 
total alkaloid. 


Determining the Free and Combined Caffeine. 


Evaporate 20 Gms. of the fluid extract 
to a syrupy consistence or until all the al- 
cohol is driven off; triturate the residue 
with sufficient clean sand to make a fri- 
able mass, place this in the extractor of 
a Soxhlet apparatus and proceed as di- 
rected in the last paragraph on page 215 
of our issue of October 10th, save to mul- 
tiply by 5 instead of 10 as there directed. 

The caffeine can only be purified by 
acids, because many fluid extracts contain 
glycerin and this cannot be separated by 
alcohol. 

The specific gravity of the extract and 
the dry residue are, of course, deter- 
mined in the usual manner. 


Identification Test. 

The fluid extract can be identified either 
from the alkaloidal residue obtained or 
direct from the extract itself. The alka- 
loidal residue yields a purple color with 
chlorine water and ammonia on account of 
the formation of amalinic acid (Tetra- 
methyl-alloxanthin). To identify the 
fluid extract direct, evaporate 20 Gms. to 
dryness, triturate with ammonia and shake 
out with ether. Evaporate the ether to 
dryness and then apply the amalinic acid 
reaction as above. 


Loss of Alkaloid by Roasting. 

The following determinations of the 
contents of fluid extracts prepared by the 
author from the same lot of kola nuts 
show the difference between the results 
obtained from the ordinary dry nuts and 
from the same when roasted: 

Dried. Roasted. 


Per Cent. 
Total crude caffeine ............ 1.675 
Total pure caffeine ............. 1.732 1.362 
Se OS eer 1.110 0.952 
Combined caffeine .............. 0.662 0.410 
DEE:  ahensbsce chendsnanbenseces 11.530 7.190 
PA, cheukscssvarkbeebossenasbreans 3.000 5.440 
WE. cup chsas vests vcoxGavethasnton 0.756 0.7687 


The results of these analyses show the 
loss of total caffeine by roasting, and also 
show the separation of the caffeine from 
its natural double salt. The dried nuts 
show 64 per cent of the total alkaloid as 
free and 36 per cent of the total alkaloid 
as combined; while in the roasted nut 70 
per cent of the total alkaloid is present 
in the free state, while only 30 per cent 
is in the form of a compound. 
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Effect of Addition of Alkali. 


The author demonstrated that the use 
of alkali in the preparation of the fluid 
extract was objectionable on the ground 
that the caffeine thus extracted is practi- 
cally all free and not combined as it is 
in the natural state. It was observed that 
the fluid extract prepared with the use of 
magnesia, and to a lesser extent with 
lime, yielded preparations with an intense 


sulphuric acid and filter. The filtrate 
should be colorless. An extract which is 
colorless after this treatment may be con- 
sidered as being free from sugar even 
though it should become colored by fur- 
ther treatment. 

The author uses the above process for 
examination of all liquid preparations of 
Kola and treats the dry preparations in 
the manner which is directed for the 
dried nuts. 
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Total Caffeine Free Combined | Specific Dr 
MAKER Crude. Pure. Caffeine. | Caffeine. er Residue. 
1. 0.840 0.810 0.030 0.978 11.32 
2. 144 0.275 0.869 0.981 -13.30 
3. 0.911 0.475 0.436 1.044 11.84 
4. 0.8997 0.721 0.176 1.022 13.62 
5. 0.672 0.187 0.485 1.007 10.12 
6. 0.823 0.616 0.257 1.086 19.34 
7. 0.810 0.438 0.372 1.036 19.39 
8. 0.502 0.483 0.019 0.939 3.48 
from 
. fresh nuts, 
1.4225 1.081 0.445 0.636 0.954 11.00 
1.415 1,236 0.217 1.019 0.969 11.47 
0.801 0.715 0.110 0.605 1.007 10.74 
1.074 0.891 0.660 0.231 0.985 0.45 
0.765—1.74710.502—1.236/0.110 —0.810| 0.03 —1.019/0.989—1.086| 3.48—19.39 








fluorescence similar to that shown by tinc- 
ture of curcuma. It seems probable that 
here, as with catechu, a fluorescent body 
is split off by the action of the alkalies. 
The author promises to investigate this 
body. 

This fluorescence was not observed in 
the extract made from the roasted nut 
whether with or without the addition of 
alkali. 

As the result of his examinations, the 
author concluded that with the roasted 
nut only a portion of the caffeine goes 
over into the extract, no matter whether 
the extract is prepared from the roasted 
or the dried nut, with or without alkali. 

Relatively the best fluid extract is ob- 
tained by using the raw nut without any 
addition whatever. We present herewith 
a table showing the results obtained by 
the author from an examination of twelve 
different samples of the fluid extract pur- 
chased in the open market. 

As a general rule, the fluid extract pre- 
pared from the fresh nuts yields the small- 
est quantity of dry residue; those pre- 
pared from the roasted nuts yield some- 
what higher, and those prepared from the 
dried nuts the highest percentage of dry 
residue. 

The result of these examinations show 
such a lack of any definite proportion be- 
tween the yield of dry residue and the 
quantity of active constituents present 
that it would appear necessary to deter- 
mine the active constituents of any sample 
under examination and not to depend 
solely upon the amount of dry residue 
yielded. 


Minimum Yield of Alkaloids. 


When properly prepared without any 
extraneous addition from dried kola nuts, 
the fluid extract should contain not much 
under 1 per cent, and never less than 
0.95 per cent of total alkaloids. 

Recently the London Chemist and Drug- 
gist directed attention to the practice of 
coloring fluid extracts with caramel, and 
gave directions for the detection of this 
form of adulteration. Dr. Dieterich 
states that he has found the method re- 
commended reliable only under certain 
conditions, and he recommends the fol- 
lowing method for the detection of cara- 
mel: Precipitate the fluid extract with lead 
acetate, filter, remove the lead with dilute 


Ps next paper presented was a series 
fe) 


Observations Upon Various Alkal- 
oids, 
By Proressor E. ScuMIpt, 
Marburg. 


This paper dealt largely with the chem- 
istry of the following alkaloids, and does 
not lend itself to abbreviation. The mat- 
ters contained in it are only of interest to 
advanced students of organic chemistry. 
The alkaloids treated of were, Corydalin, 
Cytistin, Anagarin, Scopolomin and 
“Atroscin.” ‘ 

The next paper was by the same author 
and bore the title, 


Estimation of Metallic Iron in Re- 
duced Iron. 


By Proressor E. ScHMipt, 
Marburg. 


The author recommends the use of 
iodine as being preferable to the mercuric 
chloride process. He gives the following 
directions for carrying out the test: 
Weigh accurately 0.4 Gms. of reduced 
iron in a state of fine powder, place in 
a 100 Cc. flask, add 5 to 10 Cc. of water 
and then gradually 2 to 24 Gms. of iodine 
which has previously been thoroughly 
dried, if necessary over unslaked lime. 
Weigh the iodine in a small dry glass 
tube, empty it into the flask, and deter- 
mine the amount used by the difference 
in the weight of the tube before and after 
it is used. The iodine forms a compound 
with the free iron, but not with any ferric 
oxide which may be present, thus: 

Fe 2 3 = Fel, 
Now rinse down the iodine left in the 
neck of the flask with some water, add 1 
Gm. of potassium iodide, and when all 
the iodine has dissolved add_ sufficient 
water to make 100 Cc.; agitate thoroughly 
and allow to stand. Measure off 50 Cc. 
of the clear liquid and titrate the free 
iodine with deci normal sodium hyposul- 
phite solution. Having thus determined 
the excess of iodine used, the quantity of 
the iodine which has combined with the 
iron can readily be determined and the 
amount of iron then ascertained by a cal- 
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culation based on the reaction given 
above. 

The next paper presented was read be- 
fore the session held on September 2lst 


and dealt with 
Ajacol and Guaethol. 


By Dr. PARTHEIL, 
Bonn. 

The author directed attention to the 
fact that pyro-catechin-mono-ethyl-ether 
is put on the market under two different 
names for medicinal use. Merck has 
given the name of guaethol to this com- 
pound, while Von Heyden has given to it 
the name of ajacol. The author states 
that ajacol distinguishes itself by the ease 
with which it can be crystallized while 
guaethol is much less readily crystalliz- 
able. The ethyl compound differs from 
guaiacol in its lower specific gravity and 
decreased solubility in water, one part of 
guaiacol requiring 50 parts of water for 
solution, while one part of ajacol requires 
from 100 to 105 parts of water. The 
author then communicated some interest- 
ing observations on various topics which 
are not of special pharmaceutical interest, 
including the preparation of pure dime- 
thylamine, the examination of cytisin, 
etc. A paper was then presented on 


The Varieties of Cardamom Seeds. 
By Dr. B. NIEDERSTADT 
Hamburg. 


In commerce there are found two prin- 
cipal varieties of cardamom seed, the 
small, or Malabar cardamom, and the 
long, or Ceylon cardamom, both being 
the fruit of Eletteria cardamomum. The 
wild cardamomum imported into Europe 
from Borneo is of comparatively little 
importance. There are, however, various 
other kinds of seed upon the market, in- 
cluding, for instance, the Siam carda- 
mom, derived from the Ammonium 
verum and rotundum, and also a wild or 
bastard cardamom which is very similar 
to the Malabar variety and which is ob- 
tained from the Ammonium xanthioides. 
These varieties have decidedly declined 
in popularity in European markets, but 
they are nevertheless of considerable im- 
portance, since they are sometimes sub- 
stituted for the more valuable varieties 
and are used to adulterate them. An ad- 
mixture of the bastard cardamom mater- 
ially decreases the strength both of taste 
and odor of preparations made from the 
seed so adulterated. The author gives 
the following as the results of analysis of 
the true (hulled) seed and of the bastard 


cardamom: 
True. Bastard. 
15.25 16.50 


eter sie acetcsanss gpieereiettere : = ah 
} REG a ccicnacceoss 3 .! 
ee scceroncies 655 7.50 
7 and SUgaL......ssseeeeeeees i 28.84 24.00 
ellular tissue, nitrogenous mat- 
ters and extractive ........sse.0 44.26 48.96 


Aside from a smaller proportion of fat 
and etheral oil there is no marked differ- 
ence between the results yielded by the 


two. 

The bastard cardamom possesses, how- 
ever, a much more intense camphor-like 
odor and taste and leaves a irritating and 
biting sensation in the throat and on the 
tongue. The bastard cardamom is of a 
dirty green color, whereas as is well 
known the true cardamom has a yellowish 
white color. This lighter color, how- 
ever, is not natural, but the result of arti- 
ficial bleaching and this bleaching ac- 
counts for the presence of sulphuric acid 
in the officinal variety. 

In the discussion which ensued after 
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reading this paper, Professor Schaer 
spoke of the very great difficulty of de- 
termining a value of cardamom seed, since 
we have no positive identity reaction for 
the true seed, while the microscopic char- 
acteristics of the powdered seed do not 

ive any clue to their true origin. Pro- 
essor Schaer states, however, that the 
presence of manganese in the ash may be 
taken as an indication that the specimen 
examined is the true cardamom, or at least 
contains the true seed. The next paper 
presented bore the title: 


Examination of Bees’ Wax. 


By Dr. NIEDERSTADT, 
Hamburg. 

The author stated that the tests laid 
down in German Pharmacopoeia are not 
sufficient to determine definitely as to the 
purity of the specimens examined. About 
75 per cent of pure wax is soluble in 
chloroform and it therefore appears nec- 
essary to weigh the remainder. Paraf- 
fin, ceresin, tallow and stearin are, of 
course, the most commonly used adul- 
terants, but the statements as to the pres- 
ence of adulterants must be accepted with 

reat caution, since pure wax itself not in- 
requently varies materially from the nor- 
mal, both-in its chemical and physical 
properties. One must take into con- 
sideration the specific gravity, the melting 
point and Hubl’s ether acid and saponifi- 
cation numbers. For pure wax the acid 
number should be 20, the ether number 
75, and the proportionate number 3.75. 
Of course, these numbers while approxi- 
mately correct are more or less altered by 
processes of purification, which are per- 
fectly allowable. For this reason it is 
essential that care be taken in drawing 
deductions from the results of determina- 
tions of these numbers. The range of 
variations according to Niederstadt is 
from 19.5 to 23.5 for the acid number and 
from 73 to 84 for the ether number. When 
adulterated with paraffin and ceresin or 
with stearin the wax shows totally dif- 
ferent results, as follows: 

Adultered with 


paraffin and Adultered 

: ceresin. with stearin. 
ee 9 30.99 
Ether mumber......20.c000000 - 30.1 63.40 
Saponification number ....... 40.1 94.39 
Proportionate number........ 3.45 2.05 

amen BTAVITY.....cccccceeee 0.952 0.9385 
ar 25.5°C 65 °C 


When adulterated with tallow the wax 
gives off a disagreeable odor on heating 
and it gives an acid number of 10 and an 
ether number of 185. The author has not 
as yet met with a specimen adulterated 
with either carnauba wax or with resin. 


Sinapic Acid. 
By Dr. GADAMER, 
Marburg. 


This paper which was the next pre- 
sented after the papers of Dr. Niederstadt 
dealt with the constitution and formula 
of this acid, which has been studied for 
some time by the author and upon which 
he made a ee early in the year (Arch 
D. Pharm. 1897, 2). Dr. Gadamer also 
contributed a paper on 

The Lactic Acids, 
in which he stated that he had gone 
over the work reported by Kassner and 
that he had found that Kassner was in 
error in stating that the addition of zinc 


oxide stopped the lactic acid fermenta- 
tion. An investigation of five commercial 


samples showed that three of them were 
dextro-rotatory, while two were mixed 
in composition containing 14.3 and 28.6 


per cent respectively of dextro-rotatory 
acid. 

Dr. Hilger communicated the results of 
a series of studies carried out at the Phar- 
maceutical Institute at Munich, and Dr. 
Kunzkrause read a communication upon 
the so-called tannic acids and other plant 
derivatives. 

The greater portion of the afternoon 
session was devoted to a discussion upon 
the question of the applicability of chem- 
ical tests to drugs and galenical prepara- 
tions. 

The next session of the section on 
pharmacy and pharmacognosy was con- 
yened on the morning of September 24th, 
under the chairmanship of Professor 
Schaer, of Straasburg, who contributed 
three papers, the first being 


Recent Examinations of Guarana 
Paste. 


By Proressor Ep. SCHAER, 
Straasburg. 

Notwithstanding the amount of study 
which has been devoted to guarana paste 
the author stated that there were still 
some questions of interest concern- 
ing the drug which had not been fully 
elucidated. Such questions, for instance, 
as the recognition of the most commonly 
used adulterants, the amount of caffeine 
and of tannin present, etc. 

Professor Schaer believes that the mic- 
roscope can be more used than it has 
heretofore in this field. He has found 
very much less admixture of foreign sub- 
stances than was generally stated to be 
present by the text books, and announced 
the opinion that a case of real adultera- 
tion of the drug was a rarity. The ad- 
mixture of foreign starches of different 
origins he ascribed to the necessity for 
using starch as a means of keeping the 
paste in a solid form. The author stated 
that he had never yet met with any ad- 
mixture of Cacao seed, which had been 
stated was used as an adulterant. 

Upon close examination the drug 
showed that there was very little differ- 
ence between the caffeine contents of the 
drug itself and of the paste and the separ- 
ate seeds, about 3 to 3.5 per cent being 
the proportion usually found. 

In addition to the caffeine the paste 
should contain catechin and catechu-tan- 
nic acid. The presence of saponin, which 
was observed by Professor Schaer, is of 
great interest, since it offers a possible 
explanation of the use of the seed as a 
fish poison in South America. 


Dragon’s Blood and Kino. 


By Proressor Ep. ScHAER, 
Straasburg. 

Notwithstanding the numerous varie- 
ties of dragon’s blood and kino which 
have been described as having sharply 
defined characteristics, Professor Schaer 
states that it is quite difficult in sone 
cases to draw a sharp distinction between 
the two drugs. There are many analogies 
between the two drugs, and while one 
contains a larger amount of resin than the 
other in proportion to the tannin it must 
be borne in mind that in the plant itself 
tannin is not infrequently converted into 
resin. Professor Schaer is convinced that 
some kinds of resin which have been 
known for hundreds of years as dragon’s 
blood are in reality kino. The so-called 
West Indian dragon’s blood from the 
Pterocarpus Draco and species of croton 
which were formerly much used are no 
longer found in the market. This pro- 
duct, which is also called South Ameri- 
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can dragon’s blood, is distinctly different 
from the dragon’s blood derived from 
palm and from the African dragon’s 
blood. The secretion of the Pterocarpus 
contains all the characteristic constitu- 
ents present in the Malabar kino. 

The kinos derived from the myristicas 
are more characteristic in that they con- 
tain larger quantities of calcium salts 
which are thrown down when the juice 
is drawn off, but which are nevertheless 
retained in very considerable quantities 
in the extract. The larger the amount 
of lime present in the finished preparation 
the lighter in color is the drug. The 
base appears in the drug in the form of 
tartrate with a small admixture of the 
oxalate. 


The Detection of Blood. 


By Proressor Ep. SCHAER, 
Straasburg. 


The author stated that it was impossible 
to be too careful when called upon to 
identify blood spots, and he therefore 
deemed it advisable in addition to the 
study of the optical behavior and the 
Teichmann haematin-crystals reaction to 
apply a control test. Such a test has 
been devised by Professor Schaer and is 
based upon the fact that chloral hydrate 
is an excellent solvent for resins, album- 
inoids and blood coloring matters. The 
test is applied as follows: 

Cut off a very minute portion of the 
fabric under investigation, place in a por- 
celain dish and moisten it with a drop of 
acetic acid, then add a few drops of a 
solution of guaiac resin in chloral hyd- 
rate and stir until the blood coloring mat- 
ter is dissolved, pour the clear solution 
obtained in this manner into a small 
test tube, pour on it a layer of hy- 
drogen peroxide and the well known re- 
action giving a clear blue color will take 
place at the zone of contact. 

At the conclusion of this paper, Dr. 
Spiegel made a few remarks upon johim- 
bine, the alkaloid of the “johimber” bark 
which was recently examined by Dr. 
Thoms. Dr. Schurmayer also contri- 
buted some remarks on vasogen and a 
general discussion was had on the testing 
of galenical preparations and surgical 
dressings. This closed the scientific por- 
tion of the proceedings. 


FORMALDEHYDE AND ITS 
PROPERTIES. 





The chemistry and properties of for- 
maldehyde are described in a paper con- 
tributed by Dr. Ernest J. Lederle to the 
New York Medical Journal. Taking up the 
history of its preparation, the author 
notes that formaldehyde was first prepared 
in 1868 by Professor von Hofmann. He 
isolated formaldehyde by heating methyl- 
alcohol in a spiral of platinum. While at 
the time the reaction was only regarded 
as of scientific interest, and the product 
had no commercial value, it forms at the 
present time the basis for the method of 
preparing formaldehyde on a very large 
scale. hen the vapors of methyl-alcohol 
are brought in contact with a_ heated 
platinum spiral incandescence results due 
to the oxidation of the methyl-alcohol 
with the formation of formaldehyde gas, 
according to the following reaction: 


CH;0OH -|- a= CH:O -|- H:0 
Methyl- Oxygen Formalde- Water. 
alcohol hyce. 
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The Preparation of Formaldehyde on a 
Commercial Scale 
is described by the author. While the de- 
tails are not disclosed, in general, it may 
be said that the raw material in every 
case is methyl-alcohol, and that the oxi- 
dation is conducted by projecting jets of 
vapor methyl-alcohol into a heated cop- 
per tube, containing porous substances. 
The alcohol jet is first lighted and kept 
burning until the copper tubes are heated; 
the flame is then extinguished, and the 
operation is going on when the copper 
tube becomes incandescent, but without 
an actual flame appearing. "After passing 
the oxidizing surface, the vapors are 
either condensed directly or are led into a 
series of chambers containing water, 
which dissolves the gas. In this manner 
a solution as strong as 40 per cent may 
be obtained. 
Chemical Properties. 

Formaldehyde has powerful chemical 
affinities, combining with many bodies; 
sometimes definite and crystalline sub- 
stances are formed, but often amorphous 
ones of doubtful composition. Many ad- 
ditional products are formed by it. The 
fact that formaldehyde and ammonia com- 
bine quite readily is interesting and of 
great importance, as it affords a means for 
its determination, and, as the product of 
the combination, hexamethylentetramine, 
is odorless, the pungent odor of formal- 
dehyde can be readily removed by the 
vapor of ammonia. 

Ammonia and its compounds being 
often products of decomposition, formal- 
dehyde becomes a very valuable agent as 
a deodorizer. 

The credit of the discovery of the 
powerful antiseptic properties of formal- 
dehyde and its practical application is 
due to A. Trillat, who in 1888 first noticed 
its preserving action on samples of urine, 
and in 189i made public his experiments, 
showing it to possess antiseptic proper- 
ties much superior to all non-toxic or- 
ganic antiseptics then known. 


Commercial Forms of Formaldehyde. 


It appears in commerce principally in 
the form of a solution of the gas in water, 
which is also called formalin (trade-mark) 
and formol. 

These solutions are almost always sold 
as containing 40 per cent of the gas. 
They are colorless liquids, having an acid 
reaction, and the pungent odor of formal- 
dehyde. It is now generally admitted 
that they are not simple solutions of ‘the 
gas in water, but a mixture of the various 
polymers of it, and all of which on proper 
treatment yield the gas. 

Recently the following articles have 
been offered for generating formaldehyde 
gas: 

A solution called “formochlor,” con- 
taining from 25 to 30 per cent of formal- 
dehyde and some calcium chloride. This 
solution is intended for use in the Trillat 
autoclave. 

Paraformaldehyde in tablet form. 

Also a white powder, probably trioxy- 
methylene. 


Quantitative Determination of Formaldehyde 


The importance of being able to test 
accurately the strength of solutions of for- 
maldehyde used in disinfection is appar- 
ent to all. The principle on which the 
method is based is that ammonia and for- 
maldehyde combined quite readily to 
form the compound hexamethylentetra- 


mine, according to the following reaction: 

6CH20 -|- 4NH; a (CH2z)eN, -|- 6H:0 

Formalde- Ammonia Hexamethyl- Water. 
hyde. entetramine. 

From the amount of ammonia required 
to form this compound the formalde- 
hyde is calculated. The best results were 
obtained when an excess of ammonia was 
used, the mixture allowed to stand for at 
least twelve hours, with an occasional 
shaking, and the excess of ammonia pres- 


“ent determined by means of sulphuric 


acid, using coralline (rosolic acid) as an 


indicator. 
Method of Analysis. 

Take specific gravity of the solution at 
the room temperature. 

Place 2 or 3 Cc., carefully measured, 
into a bottle with a glass stopper; add 50 
to 60 Cc. N-2 ammonia solution; shake 
well, and let stand twelve hours, shaking 
occasionally. Then titrate with N-4 sul- 
phuric acid, using coralline (rosolic acid) 
as an indicator. 

Calculation. 

Cc. of ammonia neutralized by formal- 
dehyde = Cc. of ammonia used, minus 
Cc. of sulphuric acid. 

Then, per cent strength of solution = 


2.25 » Cc. ammonia neutralized by formaldehyde. 
Grammes solution taken. 


In case the solution under examination 
is acid, the amount is first to be de- 
termined by fixed alkali and a correspond- 
ing correction made in the above calcula- 
tion. 





DISPENSING NOTES.* 
By Pror. W. L. ScoviLie, Pu.G., 


Boston, Mass. 
Syrup of Three Phosphates. 


Complaints are frequently made that 
this syrup does not remain clear, but de- 
posits on standing. 

In making the corresponding elixir of 
three phosphates, Professor Caspari rec- 
ommends the addition of ammonium 
acetate to give an elixir which will re- 
main clear on diluting with water, 
or on chilling. This has been tried 
on the syrup of three phosphates 
with success. The only change 
from the official formula is the 
substitution of a strong solution of am- 
monium acetate, made by dissolving 71 
grains of clear ammonium carbonate in 
225 grains of 36 per cent acetic acid for 
an equivalent volume of syrup in each 
pint of elixir. The syrup so made mixes 
well with water, but is more sensitive to 
light than the official preparation, and 
should be preserved in the dark. 

Pills of Oily or Liquid Bodies. 

Crumb of bread has long been recom- 
mended as an excipient for making pills 
of fluid bodies, but is seldom used—prob- 
ably because the pharmacist generally 
prefers to eat outside the store. It makes 
an excellent excipient when fresh, but is 
not often available in that condition. As 
a result of a series of experiments made 
at the Massachusetts College of Phar- 
macy to provide a substitute, wheat flour 
was found to be the best simple excipient 
for such bodies as creosote, camphor- 
chloral, volatile oils, etc. The fluid is 
first absorbed by a slight excess of flour, 
making a somewhat granular paste, then 





* Abstract of a paper presented to the Massa- 
chusetts Pharmaceutical Association at a recent 
meeting. 


sufficient syrup is added to make a plastic 
mass. The presence of a slight amount 
of aqueous fluid is necessary to secure 
plasticity and adhesiveness. A two-grain 
creosote pill, so made, is about the size 
of a four-grain quinine pill, as ordinarily 
made. 

The smallest pill that can be made 
from these fluids is by use of gelatin. 
For this a paste or jelly made by dis- 
solving 5.5 parts of gelatin and 2.5 parts 
of sugar in 12 parts of hot water, then 
allowing to cool, is necessary. This is 
best preserved in a wide-mouth bottle, 
and covered with a layer of diluted al- 
cohol which prevents hardening and dry- 
ing. 

When used, one grain of this paste is 
added to each minim of creosote, oil, or 
other fluid to be massed warm to liquefy 
and thoroughly mix it; it is then kneaded 
with a sufficient quantity of powdered al- 
thaea to make a mass. The mass is 
easily formed and is plastic. A three- 
grain creosote pill made in this manner 
is about the size of a four-grain quinine 
pill. The sample submitted has been 
kept in an ordinary paper pill-box for 
about six months. 


Phosphorus Pills. 


The U. S. P. formula for making these 
is not highly satisfactory. It contains an 
excess of gum, which makes a tough, 
rubber-like mass, which is too elastic to 
form into pills easily. The pills persist- 
ently spring out of shape and much pa- 
tience is needed to get them round and 
even. A smaller amount of gum reme- 
dies this difficulty and yields a good mass. 
One-tenth of the quantity of acacia di- 
rected in the official formula is enough, 
and a sufficient quantity of althaea to 
make up for the unused gum, gives a 
fairly satisfactory mass. The following 
formula has been used at the college, 
where it is liked: 


PMN aerinc jinewiacacinseeineneneae 1 gr. 
GIGGLE, DUNNE. cacsicsivsvescseaese 1 dr. 
EXABACANC c iidiae csdccucsceess ieee 5 grs. 


For sixty-five pills. 

Dissolve the phosphorus in 14 drams 
of chloroform, add to the mixed powders, 
stir thoroughly, and when the chloroform 
has almost evaporated add ten drops of 
glycerin and sufficient syrup to make a 


mass. 
Methyl Alcohol. 


G. P. Howe found two out of six com- 
mercial liniments to contain methyl alco- 
hol as a solvent. Apparently the better 
grades of wood spirit were used in these. 
Some distilled extracts of witch hazel 
were also found in the market which 
contained methyl alcohol. Samples *of 
wood alcohol are now in the market 
which are quite free from disagreeable 
odorous constituents, and a considerable 
quantity of these high grade spirits are 
apparently in use for making external 
remedies. It is not likely that any methyl 
alcohol is being used in making remedies 
for internal administration. A sample of 
the body advertised as “Acetone Alco- 
hol” was obtained and examined. It 
had the odor and appearance of a good 
quality of methyl alcohol. It distilled 
entirely at 66° C., with no separation, and 
had a specific gravity of 0.796. These 
figures correspond to the density and 
boiling points of commercial methyl alco- 
hol. On testing, the characteristic re- 
actions of methyl alcohol and of acetone 
were obtained, but the latter was in- 
dicated in small amounts only. Prob- 
ably but little is present. 
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An Automatic Prescription. 


A curious instance of how one incom- 
patibility may, at times, overcome an- 
other, and show the difference between 
theory and practice—when the theory 
does not go quite far enough—is found 
in the following prescriptions which have 
some popularity in the city of college 
students: 


PI ndgicipneuiusscdekeebbconeus 4 drs. 
BE POISE MENOL.. scvcessevccsusnves 2 drs 
eS EOE: pnc0csesseuesasepen 3 drs. 

SS Rae rere 2 drs. 
PRRs SUONND Sevncvcuwacnnesoseses 2 ozs 


This is a combination of incompat- 
ibilities. Mucilage of acacia is gelatin- 
ized by tincture of iron, and is precipi- 
tated in a stringy mass of nitrous ether. 
Copaiba does not give a very sightly so- 
lution with the alcoholic fluids, and if 
an emulsion be first formed with the co- 
paiba and mucilage, the addition of alco- 
holic liquids is likely to break the emul- 
sion and precipitate the gum. More- 
over, spirit of nitrous ether is very readily 
decomposed by aqueous fluids, and herein 
lies the redemption of this prescription. 
If the nitrous ether is in good condition 
and of nearly full strength, a presentable 
mixture cannot be obtained on first mix- 
ing. The more it has decomposed the 
more readily can a smooth mixture be 
obtained, since the acid decomposition 
products of this body overcome the in- 
compatibility between the iron and the 
mucilage. In either case it is wise to 
hasten the decomposition of the ether. 
This can be done in the following man- 
ner: Mix the copaiba, iron, nitrous 
ether and laudanum in the bottle, add all 
the mucilage at once and shake vigorous- 
ly. A more or less gelatinous and stringy 
mass results which usually cannot be 
poured from the bottle. Plunge the 
bottle into hot water, and allow it to re- 
main until the contents are well warmed. 
The mixture gradually liquefies and gas 
escapes (wherefore the bottle should be 
loosely stoppered) and a smooth choco- 
late-colored emulsion results which can 
be poured easily. A slow evolution of 
gas may persist for some hours, and the 
patient should be cautioned against in- 
serting the stopper too tightly lest an ex- 
plosion result. The only purpose of the 
nitrous ether here can be to make a 
presentable mixture, since none can exist 
in the finished preparation. 


Shampoo Liquids. 


C. A. Keucher, Ph. G., examined five 
commercial fluids and found them all to 
consist, in the main, of perfumed solu- 
tions of soap and potassium carbonate, 
or soap and borax. One claimed to con- 
tain egg albumen, but none was found. 
The amounts of potassium carbonate 
present ranged from 10 to 15 per cent. 
He offers the following formula for an 
ideal shampoo fluid: 


Ss ee 
Linseed oil .. 
Caustic potash 
Alcohol 
EEN (ean babacosieabrinavnhs onssodeoter 
_Heat the tar and oil to 60° C. (140° F.), 
dissolve the notash in the water, add the 
alcohol, and gradually add to the oil and 
tar mixture, constantly stirring. Con- 
tinue the heat until thoroughly saponified 
and make up to a pint with water. Per- 
fume (or not) to suit. 


Commercial Emulsion. 





J. H. Pushard, Ph. G., has made an 
examination of five of the “most widely 


known” and popular emulsions of the 
market, in order to ascertain what emul- 
sifying agents are used by the manufac- 
turers. The amount of oil present was 
also estimated. His results are as fol- 
lows: Emulsion No. 1 yielded 32.3 per 
cent of cod liver oil, and was made by 
use of acacia and tragacanth combined. 
Emulsion No. 2 yielded 39.2 per cent of 
oil, was made by the use of acacia and 
was acid in reaction. Emulsion No. 3 
yielded 27.9 per cent of oil, and was also 
made with acacia. Emulsion No, 4 
yielded 39.2 per cent of oil and showed 
the presence of both acacia and tincture 
of quillaja. Emulsion No. 5 yielded 34.8 
per cent of oil and gave evidence of hav- 
ing been made with tincture of quillaja 
alone. Two of the above were labeled 
egg-emulsions, but in neither of them 
was there any indication of egg being 
present, even when compared analytically 
with an emulsion made with glycerite of 
yolk of egg. Apparently acacia is the 
favorite emulsifying agent among the 
manufacturers, in spite of its cost. 


NEW PROCESS FOR CON- 





DENSED MILK. 
Discussed at the College of Phar- 
macy. 





Can be Applied to Manufacture of Malt 
Extract. 


An interesting gathering of the mem- 
bers of the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York was held in the large 
lecture hall of the college on the evening 
of Tuesday, October 19th. It was the first 
of the stated meetings of the season. Vice- 


President Gustavus Ramsperger occupied 


the chair, and Thomas F. Main, the secre- 
tary, recorded the proceedings. The at- 
tendance included a number of the best 
known members of the college, including 
William M. Massey, George Massey, 
Clarence O. Bigelow, Thomas J. Mc- 
Mahon, A. C. Searles, Ruben R. Smith, 
George Kempton, F. O. Collins, E. Mol- 
witz, Dr. H. H. Rusby, Dr. Harry B. 
Ferguson, Dr. G. A. Ferguson, George 
B. Wray, O. J. Griffin and others. The 
reading of the minutes of the previous 
meetings was taken up immediately after 
the meeting was called to order, and this 
occupied considerable time, the minutes 
of the trustees’ meetings being presented. 
together with those of the stated meet- 
ings. No exception was taken to the ac- 
curacy of the records and the minutes 
were approved as read. 


Dr. Rusby Introduces the Paper. 


Reports of committees being called for, 
Dr. H. H. Rusby responded for the Com- 
mittee on Scientific Papers. He stated 
that Mr. Henning had taken charge of 
the work of the committee in the absence 
of Professor Coblentz, and had succeeded 
in procuring an interesting paper on “The 
Condensation of Milk by the Cold Pro- 
cess.” The author, Byron F. McIntyre, 
had contributed a paper previously on the 
same subject, which was printed in the 
Alumni Journal. Professor Rusby had 
made an effort to insure the attendance 
at this meeting of several gentlemen who 
were competent to discuss the paper, but 
had failed in nearly every instance. Pro- 
fessor Prudden had been requested to at- 
tend, but declined for the reason that his 
studies of milk were confined to the bac- 
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teriology of the fluid, and he was not fa- 
miliar with manufacturing processes such 
as the one to be described by Mr. Mc- 
Intyre. 


Process a Simple One. 


The paper, in the absence of the au- 
thor, was read by Dr. Harry B. Fergu- 
son. It embodied a description of the 
essential features of the cold process of 
condensing milk. The process was briefly 
summarized as follows: 

1. Reducing the bulk of the milk by con- 
version of the water of the milk into ice, instead 
of vapor or steam. 

2. The making of the ice on the surface only 
of the milk, by elevation of the freezing-pans in 
an atmosphere of zero temperature, or there- 
abouts. 

3. Frequent breaking of the surface ice so 
that fresh liquid is presented to a freezing ef- 
fect, with gradual submersion of the broken ice, 
as the bulk of ice increases. 

4. Standardization of the product. 

The author claims for the cold process 
of condensing that there is no thickening 
or chemical change in the albuminoids. 
Speaking of the vacuum process, he said 
it was perfect in proportion to the lowness 
of temperature employed. In other words, 
heating thickens the albuminoids of the 
milk very much as egg albumin is thick- 
ened by heating. 

In the cold process of condensing, the 
paper stated, the density of the finished 
product varies in proportion to the water 
contents of the milk, so that four parts of 
milk condensed by cold process does not 
have the density or the quality of thick- 
ness as seen in commercial brands of un- 
sweetened condensed milk. A condensa- 
tion of five and one-half gallons to one 
gallon is required to produce a product 
with the desired consistence or thickness, 
which is an increase of over one-third in 
the fat free milk solids as compared with 
a standard of four to one. Economically 
considered, this is objectionable, as the 
skim or fat free milk las but little cash 
value, and the preparation has increased 
nutritive value in its nitrogenous con- 
stituent. 

To determine the reducing ratio of this 
skim-milk, one hundred gallons (the 
quantity of milk used in a number of ex- 
periments) was divided by five and one- 
half, giving a final proposed product of 
about eighteen and one-fifth gallons, 
which must include the cream admixture 
made at the finish of the process. The 
proportion of fat in this finished product 
should be fourteen and four-tenths per 
cent, which has its equivalent in about 
five and one-fifth gallons of the heavy 
cream. Deducting this volume of heavy 
cream from the calculated volume of fin- 
ished product, we have about thirteen gal- 
lons as the standard to which the one 
hundred gallons of skim-milk is to be 
condensed by the freezing process. In 
other words, eighty-seven gallons of water 
in the milk are formed into ice, leaving 
an unfrozen balance of thirteen gallons of 
very thick milk, which, according to the 
author, represents in milk sugar, casein 
and inorganic salts, fully nine gallons of 
solids. The fat equivalent represented 
by the five and one-fifth gallons of heavy 
cream is adjusted in the final product to 
represent in a dilution with water. three 
parts, and condensed milk one part, a 
proportion of three and six-tenths per 
cent of milk fat, which is the normal pro- 
portion in an average good milk. 


Details of the Process, 


The practical application of the process 
was then described as follows: 
“The freezing closets having been prop- 
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erly refrigerated, the previously cooled 
milk, measuring one hundred gallons, 
was put in the pan, the closet closed, and 
in due time the stirring apparatus was 
put in motion. After nine hours the 
whole bulk of milk was converted into a 
magma of ice crystals and milk sufficient- 
ly thick to form into hummocks. When 
run in the centrifugal, the thick milk 
measured about fifty gallons. An aver- 
age sample of the snow-like ice, when 
melted and evaporated to dryness, gave 
two-tenths per cent of residue. The fifty 
gallons of thick milk was returned to the 
freezing closet and in six and one-half 
hours it was a dense crystal mass, which, 
after centrifugal treatment, measured 
about twenty-five gallons. The ice con- 
tained seventy-five one-hundredths per 
cent of solids. A third freeze of four and 
one-half hours and centrifugal extraction 
reduced the bulk of the milk to about thir- 
teen gallons. The ice from this last 
freeze assayed one and two-tenths per 
cent of solids. The total time, both for 
freezing and extracting, was about twenty- 
four hours with one freezing closet, but 
this time with two closets could have been 
reduced from one-third to one-half. It 
will be noticed that the percentage of 
solids in the ice increases slightly as the 
milk becomes concentrated, due to ad- 
hering thick milk to the ice crystals. 
This tendency is overcome largely by in- 
creasing the speed of the centrifugal, par- 
ticularly on the last freeze.” 
Discussion. 

At the conclusion of the paper, the 
reading of which was listened to with 
close attention by all the members, a 
short discussion ensued. Mr. Henning 
had interviewed the author in regard to 
the availability of the process in the 
manufacture of certain pharmaceutical 
preparations and was informed that it had 
already been applied to the manufacture 
of extract of malt and similar solutions 
with excellent results. By its use the 
malt extract could be cencentrated and 
endowed with four times the diastasic 
value of a malt extract prepared in the or- 
dinary way. The process could also be 
applied to the manufacture of meat ex- 
tracts and similar solutions of peptones 
and albuminoids. 

Mr. Ramsperger asked if there was any 
danger of losing the salts contained in 
milk through their being taken up in the 
freezing process. Mr. Henning was un- 
able to satisfy him on this point, but Dr. 
Rusby thought there might be some like- 
lihood of some portion of the salts of the 
milk being carried over in the freezing 
process. He considered the point made 
by Mr. Henning with reference to the use 
of the process in the manufacture of pre- 
parations like malt extract most import- 
ant. At the last meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association a resolution was 
introduced suggesting the adoption of a 
uniform standard of diastasic value for 
malt extracts by the U.S. Pharmacopoeia, 
and a committee was instructed to report 
at the next meeting. 

This practically ended the discussion, 
and on motion of William M. Massey, a 
vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Mc- 
Intyre for his excellent paper. 


Report of Delegates to A. Ph. A. 


Thomas F. Main made a verbal report 
as one of the delegates to the forty-fifth 
annual meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association, held at Lake Min- 
netonka, Minn., last August. He touched 
upon the delightful reunion of a number 


of the alumni and members of the New 
York College of Pharmacy which had 
been effected there, and complained of 
the absence of members of the college 
faculty. He was a warm advocate of the 
attendance of the teaching staff of the col- 
lege at the annual meetings of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association and ex- 
pressed the hope that measures would be 
taken to secure the attendance of some of 
the professors at future meetings. The 
discussions in the various sections of the 
association were frequently of consider- 
able interest to the colleges, he said, and 
were usually participated in by teachers 
connected with other leading institutions. 


Deaths. 

The secretary reported the death of two 
members since the last meeting, and 
moved the appointment of a committee to 
prepare suitable memorial notices. Both 
of the deceased members had served as 
treasurers of the institution. William 
Wright, who died on September 23d, 
graduated from the college in 1854, and 
served as treasurer during 1868 and 1869. 
David Hays, who was treasurer of the col- 
= from 1882 to 1890, died on September 
e t . 

Out of respect to the memory of the 
deceased gentlemen, Chairman Ramsper- 
ger asked the members to rise, which 
was done. 


Are the Professors Practicing Dentistry? 

F. O. Collins called the attention of the 
members to an illustrated circular which 
was being issued by a firm of dentists, 
which contained the portraits of several 
members of the faculty, who are referred 
to in the circular as experts connected 
with the firm of dentists. He wanted to 
know if the professors were practicing 
dentistry with the approval and consent 
of the trustees of the college. Dr. G. A. 
Ferguson, whose portrait appeared on the 
circular, explained that he had had his 
attentian directed to the circular by a 
friend, and he could assure the members 
that the cut was used without his author- 
ity. He was very indignant about it and 
was considering some means of obtaining 
legal redress. On motion of T. J. Mac- 
mahan a committee was appointed to in- 
vestigate the matter. 


Preservation of Grapes and Potatoes. 


Consul-General Jones writes from 
Rome (consular reports for August), 
June 24, 1897: “A recent bulletin of the 
School of Agriculture of Scandicci, Italy, 
describes experiments made by Professor 
Marchi for the keeping of grapes fresh 
during the winter. A certain quantity of 
grapes (comprising different qualities) 
was hung up in a cool and dry place, all 
damaged berries having been previously 
removed. A second lot was packed in 
dry, pulverized peat in wooden boxes. 
At the end of four months the grapes that 
had been hung up had become decayed 
and had dropped off; on the other hand, 
those that had been packed in boxes were 
found to be in fine condition. This is, 
therefore, a simple and _ economical 
method. Another one consisted in gath- 
ering the bunches with a good bit of stem 
attached and immersing their tins in bot- 
tles containing water and pulverized char- 
coal. Experiments were also made for 
preserving seed potatoes by using corn 
shucks, sawdust, peat and very dry sand. 
The three first-mentioned substances 
gave the best results, while the sand 
proved a failure.” 
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PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE 
MEETING. 





Important Papers Read. 





Modified Formula for Goulard’s Extract— 
Discussion on the Question of Dismissing 
“ Liquors” from the U. S. Phar- 


macopoeia—Opinion Evenly 
Divided, 

The first of the series of Pharmaceutical 
Meetings of the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, for 1897-98, was held in the 
Museum of the college, October 19th, J. 
W. England in the chair. 

Routine business finished, the first item 
of interest was the presentation of speci- 
mens for the cabinet collections of the 
college. Dr. C. B. Lowe exhibited some 
handsome specimens of asafetida, which 
were obtained from the Smith, Kline & 
French Co., they having received them in 
original packages from Bombay, through 
the London market; also some Japanese 
persimmons, obtained from Florida, 
where they are largely grown by grafting 
the wild variety. SP 

Professor Henry Trimble exhibited, on 
behalf of Charles Bullock, an interesting 
collection of minerals, among which were 
several samples of gold ore from Colo- 
rado and samples of silver ore from Mex- 
ico. The chairman presented a flower- 
ing specimen of colchicum plant which 
had been preserved in alcohol. 

On motion of Professor Trimble a vote 
of thanks was extended to Mr. Bullock 
for his valuable donation. 

The consideration of papers was next 
in order and the first one read was on 


“An Examination of Some Official Lead 
Preparations,” 


by F. W. Haussmann. ' 

This embodied not only an examination 
of the majority of the official lead prepar- 
ations, but also contained criticisms on 
the official methods and standards, to- 
gether with suggestions for rendering 
them more accurate. The author found 
the cold maceration process of the Aus- 
trian pharmacopoeia, for Goulard’s ex- 
tract, to be a very satisfactory one. This 
he modified so as to shorten the time re- 
quired for making the preparation, and it 
is here given in full for the benefit of 
those pharmacists who wish to avail them- 
selves of expeditious methods. The di- 
rections are as follows: : 


Modified Formula for Goulard’s Extract. 


A strong bottle—a fruit juice bottle 
holding a full quart will answer—is gradu- 
ated to 730 Cc. Distilled water is heated 
to boiling and poured into the bottle up 
to the graduation mark; 170 Gm. of select- 
ed crystallized lead acetate, previously 
broken into small pieces, are now quickly 
added and the bottle corked. A few 
turns of the vessel will dissolve the salt; 
100 Gm. of lead oxide, previously sifted, 
are now added in divided portions, thor- 
oughly shaking the bottle after each ad- 
dition. In from five to ten minutes, on 


‘Tepeated thorough agitation, the yellow 


color of the oxide will have changed to 
white. The mixture is allowed to stand 
two hours or until cold, with occasional 
agitation, and filtered with observation of 
the usual precautions. 
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An interesting feature of the meeting 
was a paper by Professor Remington, on 
+ International Congress ” 

In his remarks on international gather- 
ings for scientific purposes, the speaker 
referred to the difficulties of bringing to- 
gether for harmonious deliberation repre- 
sentatives of nations speaking different 
languages and ofttimes biased by strong 
political prejudices. But, said the speak- 
er, science knows no country and no 
language and the need for such meetings 
is none the less apparent. He also said 
that the Eighth International Pharmaceu- 
tical Congress at Brussels was tendered a 
very cordial reception and that those 
who heid aloof from the influence of such 
gatherings and deplore their uselessness 
were, in his opinion, the loser. 


Lyman F. Kebler on Balsam Copaiba. 


Lyman F. Kebler presented the next 
paper, which embodied the results of an 
examination of “Balsam Copaiba, Oil of 
Copaiba, Mass Copaiba, Resin Copaiba 
and Gurjun Balsam.” 

With regard to the consumption of 
these products, the writer stated that 
there is a very limited demand for solidi- 
fiable copaiba, mass copaiba and resin co- 
paiba; the article which is most largely 
used being a copaiba containing from 40 
to 60 per cent of oil. He, therefore, 
thought this commodity should be recog- 
nized by our pharmacopoeia. Speaking 
of the present requirements of the phar- 
macopoeia for balsam copaiba, he said 
that only the solidifiable is recognized, 
while practically nothing but an unof- 
ficial article is used. 

“ Liquors ” in the Pharmacopoeia. 

A paper by the chairman, J. W. Eng- 
land, on the question, “Shall Distilled and 
Fermented Liquors Be Dismissed from 
the U. S. Pharmacopoeia?” was gener- 
ously applauded by the audience. 

The writer strongly favored the reten- 
tion by the pharmacopoeia of the so- 
called “liquors,” and said that to his mind 
the question was wholly a medical one. 
If they have sufficient therapeutic worth 
they should be retained. If they have 
not they should be dismissed. It is not 
a matter of sentiment either for or against 
the liquor traffic. It is a matter of sim- 
ple justice to the sick. So long as they 
are prescribed by physicians so long 
should they be recognized by the phar- 
macopoeia and demanded of a certain 
quality like any other drug. With refer- 
ence to the alleged impurities of whisky, 
the writer said that only traces of fusel oil 
were found in whisky which was prop- 
erly aged, and the small amount of tannin 
present could not have much effect. He 
could not agree with the claim that these 
“liquors” are valuable solely on account 
of the alcohol they contain. Whisky is 
known to contain a percentage of acid 
constituents, which by some writers is re- 
garded as valerianic acid. He had ex- 
amined a large number of samples during 
the last five years and in the majority of 
the samples the better the quality in other 
respects the higher the acidity. 

The discussion on this paper was ani- 
mated, serious and amusing by turns. 


Reasons for and Against Dismissal. 


William B. Thompson saw no reason 
for retaining whisky, since it does not 
enter into any official preparations, and 
he thought that the official wines could 
be made with alcohol of proportionate 
strength. 


Dr. Lowe believed that the alcohol 
which these liquors contain is their only 
therapeutic constituent, and hence they are 
valuable only as stimulants, but that their 
bouquet renders them more palatable and 
on this account they should be retained. 

C. Carroll Meyer also favored retain- 
ing them and said that the large majority 
of druggists did not sell them except on 
the orders of physicians. 

Mr. Keekler took an opposite view of 
the question. He had examined samples 
of wine which were grossly adulterated 
and many which were artifical products 
colored with aniline dyes. He believed 
that victims of the alcohol habit are in 
many cases attracted by the bouquet of 
spirituous liquors, who might not other- 
wise use them. 

This subject was suggested for discus- 
sion only and no final action was taken 
by the meeting, the sentiment of those 
— was probably pretty evenly div- 
ided. 


KINGS CO. PHAR. SOCIETY. 





Slim Attendance at Meetings. 


The usual monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
(Brooklyn) was held on Tuesday, Octo- 
ber 12th, at the college, 329 Franklin ave- 
nue, and was poorly attended. Including 
the officers and one of the professors from 
the class-room below the total attendance 
was ten. 

The society's membership embraces 
nearly one-half of the total number of 
registered pharmacists in Kings County, 
which is an excellent showing as com- 
pared with many similar organizations. 
A few years ago the society promised to 
be a most flourishing institution, the evi- 
dences of activity and progress presented 
by it at the various meetings being many 
and convincing. Especial credit was re- 
flected upon the society from the circum- 
stance that the major portion of the pro- 
ceedings at the monthly meetings con- 
sisted of the reading of papers on topics 
of scientific interest and debates on tech- 
nical subjects. The professional benefit 
resulting from the bringing together of 
large numbers of the craft for the dis- 
cussion of matters affecting both their 
professional and trade interests was ob- 
viously considerable. 

Of late, however, the character of the 
meetings has undergone some change, 
and pharmaceutical politics is playing a 
larger part than pharmaceutical chemis- 
try. With this there has come a certain 
lack of interest, and the attendance at re- 
cent meetings has dwindled to a faithful 
few, who with the help of a professor or 
two from the class-rooms below, barely 
manage to form a quorum at the call of 
the president. 

The proceedings at the meeting on 
October 12th were largely routine in their 
character. Owing to the absence of 
Flavel N. Bliss, the proceedings were re- 
corded by Luther F. Stevens, who acted 
as secretary pro tem. The meeting was 
called to order by Adrian Paradis. Wil- 
liam H. Bussenschutt, of 219 Cornelia 
street, Brooklyn, applied for membership 
and his application took the usual course. 
The application of Dr. E. H. Bartley, re- 
ceived at a previous meeting, was favor- 
ably acted upon, and he was elected to 
membership. Dr. Wm. H. Weygandt, of 
132 Ewen street, asked leave to withdraw 
from the society as he was no longer ac- 
tively engaged in pharmacy, and his resig- 
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nation was accepted. The treasurer’s re- 
port was received, and took the usual 
course. For the Committee of Super- 
vision former president Wm. Muir re- 
ported the purchase of five microscopes, 
fifteen desks and apparatus, costing $250, 
for the use of the college. He reported a 
heavy matriculation for the present ses- 
sion, the attendance of students being 
106, divided into 63 juniors, 40 seniors and 
3 post graduates. This, he said, repre- 
sented the largest class in the history of 
the college. Addressing the members 
briefly, he took exception to the con- 
clusions drawn by the writer of an article 
in a contemporary drug paper, which ap- 
peared to demonstrate that the amend- 
ment to the pharmacy chapter of the 
Greater New York charter had lapsed 
and did not now form part of the law. 
He dismissed the subject rather briefly by 
saying that some one must have had a late 
supper followed by a bad dream. He 
noted it as a curious fact, however, that 
whenever the paper referred to did have 
bad dreams, they were invariably directed 
against the Kings County Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society. He declared himself in favor 
of “Home Rule” in all matters affecting 
the regulation of pharmacy in Greater 
New York. Conditions beyond the 
Bronx were different and required special 
legislation. The grocery man in the 
country districts wants certain privileges 
and he usually has influence enough with 
the legislature to secure almost anything 
he wants. ‘“We ought not to have any 
rural districts in Greater New York,” 
said Mr. Muir, “and while the law under 
which we shall conduct business next year 
is very lax, being very indefinite as to 
the sale of drugs by dry goods men and 
others, it is much better that the control 
of its operation should be centred within 
the greater city.” Mr. Muir said he be- 
lieved in home rule in pharmacy law as in 
otherlaws. He waxed very severe over the 
treatment which the colleges and their 
teaching faculty had received from the 
State Association. He wished it under- 
stood that the two colleges of New York 
and Brooklyn had accomplished more for 
the State Association than any other or- 
ganizations. 

Luther F. Stevens, the temporary sec- 
retary, contributed something to the dis- 
cussion at this point. He eulogized the 
pharmacy act of Kings County which 
was abolished by the charter commission- 
ers, and stated that it had been taken as a 
model for all new pharmacy laws enacted 
throughout the country, a_ statement 
which was received with a smile by those 
who knew better. 

Dr. P. W. Ray introduced a resolution 
instructing the Committee on Conference 
of the Kings County Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety to communicate with the Legislative 
Committee of the State Association and 
find out how far they had progressed with 
their new pharmacy law. The motion 
was seconded by Luther F. Stevens. 
Dr. Ray’s idea in asking for the adoption 
of this resolution was to get all the in- 
formation possible for the committees of 
the three organizations of Greater New 
York to help them in framing a law 
which would not conflict with the law 
drafted by the State Association. 

The motion was vigorously and suc- 
cessfully opposed by Mr. Muir on grounds 
of inexpediency, and Dr. Ray was finally 
induced to withdraw his motion. It was 
announced that the conference would be 
held at the New York College of Phar- 
macy on October 28th. The members of 
the joint conference committee are: Kings 
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County Pharmaceutical Society, Messrs. 
Paradis, Brundage and Muir; New York 
College of Pharmacy, Messrs. Erb, Os- 
mun and Bigelow; German Apothecaries’ 
Society, Messrs. Hirseman, Faber and 
Goldman. This terminated the proceed- 
ings, and the meeting adjourned at 4 
o'clock, after sitting 45 minutes. 


Paraformic Aldehyde as a Disinfec- 
tant, 


Dr. B. H. Paul, editor of the London 
Pharmaceutical Journal, has made a study 
of paraform as a disinfectant, and pub- 
lishes his conclusions in his own journal, 
as follows: 

“These results show that it is possible 
readily to convert the insoluble parafor- 
maldehyde into its soluble modification, 
formaldehyde. It would thus seem that 
it would be more advantageous to pro- 
duce paraformaldehyde than formalde- 
hyde for commercial use, as it is more 
readily manipulated, and, as we have 
shown, is easily rendered soluble to a 
suitable degree of strength for antiseptic 
purposes when required. Indeed, where 
an antiseptic powder is required, there is 
no reason why paraformaldehyde itself 
should not be of great service. 

“The formation of paraformaldehyde 
from formic aldehyde naturally depends 
on the purity of the material operated on, 
as well as on the method of procedure. 
On exposure to air of an aqueous solu- 
tien of formic aldehyde until it dries up, 
there appears to be formed not the true 
para compound, but a mixture partaking 
to some extent of the characters of the 
substance (CH:QO)2, described by Tol- 
lens and Mayer as being formed when 
formic aldehyde is evaporated over sul- 
phuric acid. This substance we found 
melted at about 131° C., and was more 
soluble in water than paraformaldehyde. 
The polymer produced by adding sul- 
phuric acid to formic aldehyde had a 
much higher melting point; namely, 170° 

The variation of the melting point 
from 152° to 172° C. ascribed to para- 
formaldehyde is no doubt due to an ad- 
mixture of these two bodies.” 


The Influence of Aatigndn Upon 
the Hydrochlorate of Quinine. 


Santesson, of Stockholm, referring 
(Deut. Med. Woch., Beil. 2, September, p. 
57) to the great want that ever since the 
beginning of the hypodermic treatment 
has been felt of some way of administer- 
ing quinine in this way, especially in 
severe malaria, points out that the diffi- 
culty may be overcome by using Laver- 
an’s formula (hydrochlorate of quinine 
3, antipyrin 2, distilled water 6) giving a 
50 per cent solution, of which the injection 
is painless. Blum in 1894 used this solu- 
tion extensively during a severe malarial 
epidemic in Algiers, and always found it 
satisfactory. Experiments on animals 
and on himself lead Santesson to believe 
that a new salt was formed by chemical 
transformation, similar, but not equiva- 
lent to the quinine salt, and with his col- 
league, Sjoquist, he has proved that such 
a new salt, which he calls chinopyrin, ac- 
tually is formed. 


Will someone give us a good and valid 
reason why we should furnish doctors 
with prescription blanks?—C. E. Corcoran. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Mr. Hallberg Invites Criticism of 
Laws Revision Report. 


To the Editor. 

Sir: In your comment (see issue of 
September 25th) on the report of the 
Committee on Pharmaceutical Laws Re- 
vision, presented by me at the last an- 
nual meeting of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, anent the reference to 
the “powers delegated to the States by 
the Constitution of the United States,” 
you make the following observation: 

“It is with a distinct shock that one 
meets with so perverted a conception of 
the relations of the States and the United 
States.” As you surmise, the secretary 
did not write this, but, as I stated specifi- 
cally in presenting the report, it was 
written by me entirely and I am alone re- 
sponsible for it. While I plead guiity to 
a technical error in interpreting the Con- 
stitution, excusable, perhaps, in one who 
had the misfortunenottobeborn under the 
aegis of that great instrument for liberty, 
equality and fraternity, permit me to 
statein defense. The meaningand practical 
effect of the interpretation as rendered is 
absolutely correct. 

Nowhere in the Constitution are any 
powers conferred upon the Federal Gov- 
ernment through which the practice of 
pharmacy or the sale of poisons could be 
regulated by act of Congress, except as 
the sale of poisons may be excluded from 
the mails, etc. Article X of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution says: 

“The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution 
nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respective- 
ly, or to the people.” 

In the introductory to the proposed 
changes in the pharmacy laws, I inci- 
dentally refer to this relationship of the 
States to the United States. What differ- 
ence does it make, for the purpose in 
view, if it be a power “delegated to the 
States,” or “reserved to the States” be- 
cause the power has not been delegated 
to the United States? 

You say, further, “nor is this error the 
only evidence of haste which mars an 
otherwise valuable report.” Yes; it was 
prepared practically within twenty-four 
hours, because it was our desire to base 
it on the findings in our inquiries, and 
these were slow in materializing, so slow 
that we waited until the last day (Sunday) 
to draft the report. No doubt some one 
else could have done it better, but the fact 
remains that no one else attempted any- 
thing out of the usual rut of alleged 
pharmacy laws. We might improve on it 
were we to do it over, as Bancroft said 
in reference to his work on “The History 
of the United States.” Experientia docet! 

Please remember that this report em- 
bodies simply the most important provis- 
ions for the drafting of an ideal and pre- 
sently attainable pharmacy law, in my 
humble opinion. I am not a lawyer, al- 
though my modesty prompts me to be- 
lieve that the definitions, limitations and 
provisions generally, as far as presented 
in this preliminary draft, are more con- 
cise and specific than these are in most of 
the present pharmacy laws. 

Now, it is hoped, that the journals will 
attack the changes proposed, the poison 
classification plan; that is the central 





idea; also the separation in two classes, 
the titles and privileges. 


Don’t hold 


25% 


back; the exterior albuminous layer of my 
person has long since been rendered im- 
pervious by contact with gall and the 
ferviated tincture thereof. To reach 
my sensibilities, you must cut deep; no 
mere quibbles or trivial criticisms. 
C. S. N. HaLypere. 
Chicago, 358 Dearborn street, October 6, 1897. 


Prosperity Has Not Reached the 
South, 





Specimens Wanted. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: There fell into my hands a few 
days ago a type-written letter, or circular, 
in which you begin by saying, “Prosper- 
ity has come.” Now, I am in business 
in this city, and with me prosperity has 
not come. I have inquired of many of 
the best business men of our city, and all 
to a man report—none on hand, and so 
far my search for the article has been 
fruitless. I notice it frequently and freely 
advertised by many of the leading papers 
of the eastern and northern states, but in 
our section it is not to be found. It is 
an article that I have greatly desired and 
for which I have searched and labored 
with great diligence, even with tears, yet 
in vain, and I am writing to ask of you, 
the kindness to forward to me, by mail, 
at once, a few samples of your best article 
(quoting your most liberal terms), that 
we may test the genuineness and durabil- 
ity of same. By giving this matter your 
prompt attention you will confer a favor 
upon, yours in trouble, 


F. C. FitzHuGu. 
Charlottesville, Va., Oct. 15, 1897. 


One Law for One State. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: Permit me to compliment you 
upon the eminently sensible view which 
you take concerning the pharmacy law 
in the State of New York. I have just 
finished reading your editorial on the 
subject, and I thought I would let you 
know that I coincide in your opinion. 

A single law for the whole State is the 
only proper disposition to make of the 
subject, and the question will never be 
settled until it is settled in that way. All 
other arrangements will be but temporary 
expedients, giving rise to constant fric- 
tion, and will, in the end, have to be 
abandoned for a general law. 

|. . Bea, 


The Constituents of Echium Vul- 
gare. , 

August Drescher read a paper at the 
last meeting of the New Jersey Pharma- 
ceutical Association, in which he stated 
the results of an examination made by 
him of this drug in which he found evi- 
dence of the existence of an alkaloidal 
principle resembling in some of its re- 
actions curarine, methyl-strychnine and 
picrotoxine, but differing slightly from 
each. Lack of material rendered it im- 
possible to determine definitely whether 
or not the body found is a new alkaloid 
or not. 


News and Markets Best. 


I have taken several drug journals dur- 
ing the past ten or fifteen years, but I 
consider the AMERICAN Drucotst the 
most reliable, both in news and markets, 


of any of them. CLARK. 


Mt. Sterling, O., Oct. 15, 1897. 
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We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for 
information bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, 
and cordially invite our friends to make use of this column. 

The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the 
communication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as 
we make ita rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspond- 


ence. 


When sending for the formula of any unusual compound, 
the query should be accompanied with information regarding 
the locality in which it is used, its uses and reputed effect. 
When it can conveniently be done, a specimen of the labels used 
on packages of the compound should also be sent. , 





Beechnut Oil.—C. M. asks for the ad- 
dress of “anybody who makes beechnut 
oil.” Manufacturers can address C. M. 
through our columns. 

Ink for Stylographic Pens,—_F. L.— 
The following is a recent formula. In 
compounding this ink attention should 
be paid to the order of mixing, and one or 
two attempts on a small scale should be 
made before essaying the manufacture of 
the quantity prescribed. 


Indigo carmine ..........e00++ .. on 
Powdered gum acacia ........ 2% drs. 
SE EE. nncespoosenveses reve 325 § 


Pyrogallic acid 
Iron sulphate 
Carbolic acid ... 
Simple syrup ... 
Distilled water ... . — ; 
Shaving Cream.—G. & S.—There is a 
great variety of formulas extant for pastes 
and creams of the kind referred to in your 
note. We annex a few of the more typi- 
cal ones: 





GC) White O08t GORD coccccccccccccceses 4 ozs. 
ONES -phcnseosssescnesesedneees 4 drs. 
SPE EE Sbneebccsccrevadsciuneevens 4 drs. 


Melt; stir together till nearly cold and 
perfume to taste. 


GC BUMS CERN BORD cc cccvssecsncescce ¥% Ib. 
Spermaceti 
SNE UE sb cbbcceseesnavenccee aal oz. 


Melt and heat with the whites of two 
eggs, then add: 


Solution of potassa ............. 2 ozs. 
Oil of bitter almond ............... . s. 
(3) White wax, 
Spermaceti, 
PE GN cosvcecconccnvesesstel aa 2 drs. 
Melt and add 
PES GOED .ciccasnsscesnvcseseoenee 4 ozs. 


and heat together with a little rose water 
or eau de cologne. 


Egg Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil.— 
P. O. N. asks us to publish a formula for 
egg emulsion of cod liver oil, with phos- 
phoric acid and sherry wine, to contain as 
much oil as can be taken up. 

We can only suggest a formula based 
upon the egg emulsion of the National 
Formulary. This yields an emulsion con- 
taining 50 per cent of oil. Proceed as 
follows: 


ee er 500 Cc. 
Glycerite of yolk ofegg(U.S.P.) 175 Cc. 
Phosphoric acid, dilute ........ 35 Cc. 
Compound spirit of orange .... 1.5 Cc. 
Sherry wine, q. s. to make ....1,000 Cc. 


Triturate the glycerite of yolk of egg in 
a mortar with the oil, added in small por- 
tions at a time, and thoroughly incorpo- 
rate each portion before adding the next. 
Then, continuing the trituration, gradu- 
ally add the diluted phosphoric acid, to 
which has been added an equal portion of 
sherry wine and the flavoring. Finally 
add enough sherry wine to make 1,000 
cubic centimeters and mix the whole 
thoroughly together. 


What is a Saturated Solution?_J. M. 
asks us to define a saturated solution. 
This is a solution which cannot take up 
any more of the dissolved substance at 
the ordinary temperature. It should, 
however, be borne in mind that a solution 
which is saturated at one temperature will 
be either super-saturated or sub-saturated 
at all other temperatures. The right tem- 
perature for the preparation of saturated 
solutions is 15° C. (59.6° F.). 


Tasteless Syrup of Quinine. — P. 
McG.—H. F. Hassebrock, at a meeting of 
the Missouri Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, proposed the following modified aro- 
matic syrup of liquorice as a medium for 
disguising the bitter taste of quinine: 






Grammes. 
CREE TGEFIOR)  cecivecscccsscvcce 20 
Ginger (Cochin) - 
eee : oe 
Nutmeg ....... es 
Ext. liquorice o> I 
DEE. GRAS aK beKususbab dusbuncansccouwes, 750 
Alcohol and water, each a sufficient 

quantity. 


Reduce the cinnamon, ginger, cloves 
and nutmegs to a No. 40 powder; moisten 
with 15 Cc. of alcohol, macerate for 
twenty-four hours in a covered vessel, 
then pack into a cylindrical percolator 
and gradually pour alcohol upon it until 
100 Cc. of percolate is obtained; mix this 
with the sugar in a mortar and set aside 
in a moderately warm place until the alco- 
hol has evaporated. Add water until 
500 Cc. of percolate is obtained; dissolve 
the extract of liquorice in the percolate 
with the aid of a gentle heat, add the 
aromatized sugar, let the whole come to 
a boil, strain and add enough water 
through the strainer to make 1,000 Cc. 

To the syrup thus prepared, quinine 
may be added in any desired quantity. 
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The syrup serves as a good vehicle for all 
such bitter substances as quinine. 


Inhalant Compounds.—A. P. X.—The 
bulk of these compounds are mixtures of 
the essential oils of eucalyptus, cassia 
and sassafras. We are unable to quote a 
formula. 


Star Brand of Witch Hazel.—G. B. & 
Co. want the address of the manufacturers 
of the “Star” brand of witch hazel. Let- 
ters addressed to G. B. & Co., in our care, 
will be forwarded. 


Elixir Chloralamid._A. B. L.—The 
quantity of chloralamid contained in a 
given measure of elixir of chloralamid 
would depend upon the maker. The 
elixir is not official, and no formula is. 
given for its preparation in the National 
Formulary. The dose of chloralamid is 
15 to 40 grains, and it is advised to 
prescribe and dispense it only in solu- 
tion. An approved formula is: 

CAOERIRINE kcssnverescesensee -. 30 grs. 

Tinct. Cardam. Co. -» 2 drs. 

Elixir aromatic N. F. -. 2 drs. 

Dose: From one-half to one table- 
spoonful repeated. 

Helbing in “Modern Materia Medica” 
gives this formula: 











CIGERIRIRIMS ons cecensccseecevesse 2 drs. 

Spt. frumenti ...... sekeoneescouase Sa 
H. solut. et adde 

Syrup Rub. idaei .........ccccccecs 1 oz. 


Each tablespoonful represents 30 grains 
of the drug, an average dose. 


Silver Nitrate in Pills.—W. A.—Pills. 
of silver nitrate may be made in various 
ways, providing no organic matter is 
used; for instance: 


Silver nitrate ..... .. 50 grs. 
ROE cnchabseneansseseeneets .. 30 grs. 
Petrolatum 


Make 100 pills. 


Fumigating Pastilles—R. & Co— 
The following are approved formulas: 









RD RRND. cs dscnvanseacsssvces 
UR. cchesinpesssseesss 
ee Lichonbasescsueeenwens 
Oil of nutmeg, 
SOL MOWED onsescsaasvesseons 
rr 
SERENE. conieudsevasceccetessubeus 


Mix with mucilage of tragacanth. 





SEE «kx cinnesuwcesseesaneannebanns 2 ozs. 
Balsam tolu, 
Yellow sandalwood ...........+++ aa 4 drs. 
SRUMEEE: conceccusonnbesawenbucace 1 dr. 
DEEDS. Gcbncuwiensosdnenshesesauane 2 drs. 
ENURL- sen0ebencwensessch enn veanes 6 ozs. 


Mix with mucilage of acacia. 


(3) Benzoin, 
Y 


ellow sandalwood .......... aa3 ozs. 
Olibanum, 
PEE. chebeoucsbsen<sensenae aa6 ozs. 
2 4 ozs. 
Myrrh, 
RE Sossssnetusesesssesenee aa 1% ozs. 
TAUUNEED  cccwseecesece sete sense a ee. 
Balsam peru .....eeeeeeseereeees 2 = drs. 
Oil of cinnamon ............66- 20 dps. 
COel EMMIS occscesescosscvecss 30 dps. 


TOE UE UND cxncensuaseeneessonee 20 dps. 
Oil of lavender . eS q 





Balsam tolu . 1% ozs. 
Camphor ...... . % oz 
Acetic acid ... ‘ae 
SRMINOL .coxscabeeendeseanoonssnss 3 Ibs. 


Mix with mucilage of tragacanth. 


Photographic Queries.—H. A. B.— 
Dr. Henry C. Stiefel, the author of 
“Sensitized Papers: How Made and 
Used,” to whom was referred your in- 
quiry regarding a formula for trans- 
parent tints, used for coloring photos, 
etc, advises us that such a formula can- 
not be given. These tints are, he says, 
prepared on a large scale by the different 
fine color makers, and are sold by the 
photo-stock houses. It is impracticable 




















for the photographer to make them him- 


self. He may buy the leading colors and 
mix to suit himself. In that case he 
must use his own judgment. 


A Good Adhesive for pasting photos 
on glass has the following composition: 


White gum acacia .......000.000 % oz. 
WOES iiccscne dese ctovosposeae 2% ozs. 
RAGE BINMDNs. <0 cesecccsass 4 drops 
MPM Ar nubca en eose adenine teen 8 ozs. 


Crush the gum acacia to a powder in a 
mortar, mix in the dextrin, and then rub 
with two ounces of the water until 
smooth; add the remaining water and 
oil in an enameled saucepan for ten 
minutes. When cold put into any suit- 
able wide-mouthed bottle, and add the 
ammonia. This mountant is said to be 
smooth as oil, easy to prepare, does not 
thicken, and will stick like glue. 


Cresylic Ointment.—J. S—We do not 
know the formula of the ointment you 
name. It should not, however, be diffi- 
cult to make a non-greasy ointment to 
carry carbolic or cresylic acid. The basis 
should be a neutral soap, made with ani- 
mal fat and potassa. 


Sample of Ointment.—J. J. C.—The 
sample of ointment which you send, ask- 
ing for an opinion as to its composition, 
appears to us to consist of ordinary pe- 
trolatum, flavored with safrol. It does 
not appear to contain any added solid, 
such as resin or waxes, and the flavor re- 
sembles that of old oil of sassafras or 
safrol. 


To Remove Tattoo Marks.—J. M.— 
The following method of removing tattoo 
marks has been recommended by a mem- 
ber of the Paris Biological Society: 
Tattoo the skin in the usual way with a 
concentrated solution of tannin, following 
the original design. Then apply a crayon 
of silver nitrate until the part tattooed 
with the tannin blackens. Wipe off excess 
of moisture, and allow matters to take their 
own course. Slight pain continues for 
two to four days, and after two months the 
cicatrix which results will almost disap- 
pear. 


Transferring Prints to Glass.—J. W. 
B.—The simplest process is as follows: 
Soak the picture in water. Varnish the 
plate of glass with dammar varnish or 
Canada balsam. When just tacky, re- 
move the picture from the water, and after 
partially drying it between sheets of bibu- 
lous paper, place it face downward on the 
varnish side of the glass, gently rub it 
on, seeing that no air-bubbles are left 
between paper and varnished glass. Let 
it dry until perfectly hard. Then, with the 
wet finger-tip rub off the paper until little 
more than the design is left. Varnish a 
second time, and allow to dry. Care 
should be observed to use a varnish con- 
taining very little turpentine, since with 
too much turpentine, you run the risk of 
washing the entire picture from the plate 
again. 


Spt. Tereb. Deodor.—Szigethy renders 
oil of turpentine inodorous by shaking it 
with 10 per cent solution of sodium 
carbonate to combine acid and resinous 
impurities, and then washing several 
times in distilled water, finally distilling 
the product, under reduced pressure of 

2 Mm., in a current of steam and car- 
bonic acid gas. The distilled oil is to re- 
main in the atmosphere of carbonic an- 
hydride until entirely cold. 
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HOW, WHEN AND WHERE TO ADVERTISE. 
Practical Hints and Suggestions. Construction and Criticism of Advertisements, 


IN CHARGE OF ULYSSES G. MANNING. 


The department editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisements 


submitted and to suggest improvements. Q 


uestions answered and adviee 


given. Our readers are cordially invited to avail themselves of this help. 





MORNING OR EVENING 
PAPERS. 


N inquiry is made as to the relative 
value of morning and evening 
papers. For local advertisers, es- 

pecially those who want women to read 
their ads., the evening papers are un- 
doubtedly best. They are the home 
papers. Women have no time to 
read in the morning. Their house- 
hold duties are apt to keep them occupied 
until some time in the afternoon. By 
that time morning papers are stale and 
the evening ones are due. Morning 
papers are the office and street papers. 
They are hurriedly read by men and then 
cast aside. These same men buy the 
evening papers and take them home, 
where they are read by the other mem- 
bers of the family. 

These rules cannot be so closely drawn 
in small cities, but in the larger ones these 
principles have been fully tested and found 
correct. Many of the department stores 
use no morning dailies except the Sunday 
issue. 


Criticism and Comment. 
Good Matter Presented in a Poor Manner. 


Bristol, Conn. 


Editor Business Hints—I enclose two circu- 
lars which we have recently put out. They are 
my own work and I should like to have you 
criticise them if desirable. It would be a satis- 
faction to know what you think of my crude ef- 
forts. I also enclose a copy of an ad. running 
in the weekly newspaper. I shall hope to see 
your remarks in next issue. 


FREDERICK C. NORTON, 
Manager for Merriam Bros. 


These circulars are not crude. They are 
very well written indeed, but it would 
have been better to have gotten them up 
in more attractive form. They are single 
sheet circulars printed on one side. The 
paper is all right, but the form in which 
the matter is presented is commonplace. 
One circular is an announcement of the 
advent of Mr. Norton as manager. This 


should have been a four-page folder, with 
second and fourth pages left blank. 


The 


first page would have looked well had it 
borne but one line—“Our New Manager” 
—or something of that sort. The an- 
nouncement proper could have followed 
on third page. The use of a little extra 
paper on an occasion of this kind gives 
the advertising dignity and added weight. 

The other circular contains too much 
matter. Printed as it is on one side of a 
single sheet, it would in many cases have 
a tendency to repel the reader. Had this 
sheet been arranged to fold in the middle, 
thus making a four-page circular, and had 
the matter been distributed over the four 
pages, the effect would have been better. 
There is too much matter at best. Too 
many things are talked about. People 
cannot assimilate it all. Better give them 
less at a time and talk to them oftener. 

The newspaper ad. also looks crowded. 
Better results will be had if the space is 
changed to a single column one. The 
many short lines in the present form 
waste space and give the ad. a ragged ap- 
pearance. Your border is excellent, but 
where so heavy a border is employed the 
headlines must be bolder. In this in- 
stance type twice as large should have 
been used. The address at the bottom 
competes with the headline for promin- 
ence. It should be set in smaller or lighter 
face type. The matter in the ad. is good. 
It embodies a well-rounded argument and 
it should produce results. 


se Ut 


Good Matter Well Gotten Up. 

New York. 
U. G. Manning, Dear Sir—In your next con- 
tribution to the American Druceist, will you 

kindly criticise the enclosed leaflet? and oblige, 

HOCKEMEYER, 

Adv. Mgr. Tarrant & Co. 
The enclosure was an eight-page pam- 
phlet entitled, “Liver Logic,” printed on 
heavy stock in red and olive green. It 
is excellent in matter and make up, and is 
fully up to the standard of the pamphlets 
that have been gotten out from time to 
time by Mr. Hockemeyer. The liver isn’t 
a very inspiring subject and the man who 
wants to talk entertainingly about it has 
trouble ahead of him. The theme has 
been effectively treated in this instance 
and the printing is as good as the text. 
Advertisers who are inclined to get out 
skimpy, stingy-looking printed matter had 
better write Tarrant & Co. for a copy of 
this pamphlet, compare it with their own 
— and then profit by the object 

esson. 
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A Booklet on Spices. 

Editor of Business Hints, Dear Sir—In a re- 
cent issue of the AmEerIcAN Druccist you offer 
to criticise advertising before it is used. 

I had copy partly prepared when I read your 
offer, so I have finished same and enclose with 
this letter. I intend to make a sixteen-page 
booklet, in accordance with dummy enclosed. 
By printing one side of sheet red and the other 
green before folding I will have the colors al- 
ternate in the per. . 

How about the word “harmlessness’’? Is the 
use of the word “‘very” before “best” admissible? 
When a thing is best it cannot be better, but I 
think the word “very” makes it more emphatic. 

Had the baking powders better be omitted in 
our list? Please give the copy all the criticism 
it deserves, for I am a student and am ‘<i to 
learn. Don’t publish my name. ie ie 

This little booklet is to be on the sub- 
ject of “Drug Store Spices.” On the leit 
hand pages an introductory phrase or 
catch line will appear, and in each in- 
stance this has reference to the matter ap- 
pearing on the right hand pages. This 
is a good arrangement and the effect will 
be excellent, owing to the contrasting 
colors. There is considerable difference 
in the amount of matter used on the right 
hand pages. The booklet would look 
better if there were more uniformity in 
this respect. I do not know as it can be 
remedied, for it would not do to pad out 
the copy. 

This booklet calls attention to the com- 
mon adulteration of spices and also 
argues that if the adulteration be harm- 
less, it is an expensive “harmlessness.” 
Then follows some talk on the character 
of the advertiser's goods. He calls at- 
tention to the fact that purity alone is not 
enough. Spices can be pure and still 
poor. Purity and quality must be com- 
bined. The different grades of cinnamon 
are cited as examples and the relative cost 
and strength compared. On this page 
this sentence occurs: 

“If you buy an ounce of China Cinna- 
mon (and you will at most places) the 
dealer not only overcharges you, but it 
will only go about one-sixth as far, to say 
nothing of the inferior aroma.” 

This is rather involved and it is such 
things this advertiser must look out for, 
as it mars his otherwise excellent work. 
The writer means that people will be 
given Chinese cinnamon at most places, 
while he practically says that they will buy 
an ounce of cinnamon at most places. 
Put it this way: “If you are given Chin- 
ese cinnamon (and it will be given you 
at most places) the dealer does it to make 
an unfair profit. He gives you a cinna- 
mon that is inferior in flavor and one that 
will only go about one-sixth as far as 
Saigon cinnamon.” Following this page 
comes one warning customers against 
over seasoning. 

One customer spoiled a batch of baking 
by using the advertiser’s ginger as freely 
as she had used the other sort. 

The booklet ends with a list of spices 
and a reference to prices. This is going 
to make an effective piece of advertising. 
Those who fail to see the wisdom of put- 
ting out a booklet devoted entirely to the 
small matter of spices should remember 
that the subject is one that has direct 
bearing on more important matters. 

It gives an insight into the advertiser’s 
methods and can’t fail to give people the 
impression that all his goods are as good 
as his spices. 

The use of the word “harmlessness’”’ is 
all right. It is a legitimate word and its 
use in this case is justified by the context. 
“Very best” has the sanction of common 
usage. There is no objection to the men- 
tion of baking powder, cream tartar, etc., 
in connection with the spices; they are 
commonly advertised together. 


V, W. M. writes as follows: 


Editor Business Hints—We herewith enclose 
copy for a four-page folder we contemplate hav- 
ing oe. also sample of the paper to be used. 
We have never done any advertising. We have 
a very handsome suburban store. It is so 
situated that newspaper advertising would be a 
waste of money, in our opinion, as we are en- 
tirely dependent on our neighborhood trade. 

Part of this neighborhood is composed of the 
wealthy people of the city, some are middle 
classes and only a few poor families. We do 
not think we get the results from our store that 
we ought to have, especially in the matter of 
So. There are two cutters in town, 

oth a mile away, yet they draw from our neigh- 
borhood. We would like your opinion on the 
enclosed copy, and any criticism or suggestion 
you may offer will be received with thanks. We 
would like to have your ideas on type and paper 
to use, and on make-up of folder. The price 
for 5,000 on enclosed paper is $9. We thought 
of sending them out about once a month and 
other circulars between times. 


In the first place, better paper should be 
used. The printer can probably give you 
better for the price. If not, an additional 
dollar will make a great deal of difference 
in your circular. Most of the people in 
your vicinity are well-to-do and you can- 
not afford to send them a cheap-looking 
circular. It ought to be printed on mod- 
erately heavy enameled paper. White 
would probably be best and it would be 
well to use olive green ink or some other 
medium tint. The first page should have 
a heavy border and it would be better to 
devote the upper part of the page to some 





title other than mere “Price List.” Use 
half the space for some such phrase as 
“Hints to Drug Buyers.” Set it in large 
type. Let the other matter follow on 
lower paft of page in smaller type. On 
second page it would be well to introduce 
your price list with a short talk on prices. 
Call people’s attention to the fact that you 
sell as low as any of your competitors and 
that there is no object whatever in going 
into town for goods. You can devote 
half a page to such a talk and still have 
plenty of space for your prices. 

Your prescription talk for last page is 
good. Set the heading bold and let the 
body matter follow in a comparatively 
narrow column, so that there will be a 
good margin of white space. A border 
would look well on this page also. I 
infer from your letter that you intend to 
use this same circular for several distri- 
butions. It would be better to use a 
new one each time. The price list might 
be kept standing and the remainder of the 
matter varied for each distribution. 

To get these into the hands of the 
wealthier people you may have to send 
them under letter postage. It usually 
pays to do so, for you know you hit the 
mark and a circular so sent will receive 
attention. They should be addressed to 
the wife or mother rather than to the man 
of the house. 






































MR. BOWSER, TEMPORARY 
DRUGGIST. 


By M. Quap. 


A deceased friend of the druggist 
around the corner was to be buried at 2 
o’clock in the afternoon, and as Mr. Bow- 
ser entered the store to use the telephone 
he was accosted with: 

“If you only had an hour or two to 
spare this afternoon, I’d ask you to stop 
and mind the store. My clerk is away, 
you know, and I don’t like to shut up 
shop entirely.” 

“T’ll be glad to accommodate you,” re- 
plied Mr. Bowser, who at once saw a 
splendid opportunity to post himself on 
the drug business. 

“You won’t try to put up any prescrip- 
tions, of course?” continued the druggist. 

“Well, no. I suppose I could, but per- 
haps they had better wait for you.” 

“And you've been in so often you know 
all about the ordinary things. There 
won't be no rush of customers, and you'll 
get along all right.” 

At 1 o’clock in the afternoon Mr. Bow- 
ser took charge and the druggist disap- 
peared, and a moment later a boy about 
twelve years old entered and said: 

“My ma wants 10 cents’ worth of es- 
sence in this bottle.” 





“What kind of essence?” 

“Tf she said what kind, I’ve forgot.” 

“She must want castor oil instead,” 
said Mr. Bowser, as he took the bottle 
and went to the can. “Tell her that cas- 
tor oil is the best thing she can take at 
this season of the year, and it won’t hurt 
her if'she takes half of this at one dose. 
I think I know your mother, bub. I think 
she’s a tall, austere woman, and inclined 
to biliousness.” 

The boy had only departed with his bot- 
tle when a young man entered with an- 
other and said he would like the prescrip- 
tion refilled. Mr. Bowser wanted to 
tackle it, but yet felt afraid to, and he 
finally asked: 

“What was this prescription for, and 
for whom?” 

“It was for my father, and the doctor 
said his blood was out of order,” was the 
answer. 

“Oh, I see. Well, the doctor pre- 
scribed what he thought best, but he evi- 
dently didn’t know his business. I shall 
do you up four ounces of sulphur, and you 
go to the grocery and get a pint of mo- 
lasses. Tell your father to mix well and 
take about four tablespoonfuls a day.” 

“But he wanted this refilled,” pro- 
tested the young man. : 

“Never mind what he wanted. If his 
blood is out of order, I’ve told you what 

















will set him right in a week or two, and 
at half the cost. He can double the doses 
without hurting him.” 

The young man looked doubtful as he 
took the sulphur and departed, and Mr. 
Bowser had five minutes to himself before 
a small girl entered and timidly said: 

“Please, sir, our baby’s burned his foot, 
and ma wants something for it. She said 
I was to get sweet oil.” 

“Then she didn’t know what she was 
talking about,” replied Mr. Bowser, as he 
smiled at the girl over the counter. “I 
happen to be a family man as well as a 
. druggist, and what your mother wants 
to do is to give that baby paregoric and 
put him to sleep and rub a little butter 
on the burn. There you are, my dear, 
and tell her to give a big dose and not to 
be alarmed if he doesn’t wake up before 
some time to-morrow.” 

The girl had departed, when a boy came 
in and asked for a bottle of witch-hazel. 
He appeared to be a boy who knew what 
he wanted, and he had a quarter in his 
fingers to pay for the goods, but Mr. 
Bowser wanted to know all about it, and, 
therefore, inquired: 

“What’s this witch-hazel for, bub?” 

“Mother wants it,’”’ was the reply. 

“Ah! your mother, eh? Probably been 
taking lessons on the bike and wants it for 
bruises? I’ll give you something better 
than that, however. Here’s a chloroform 
liniment which will act like magic.” 

“But she said witch-hazel, sir.” 

“I know what your mother said, but 
your mother is not in the drug business, 
my son. Just tell her to rub her limbs 
with this three or four times a day. It'll 
take the kinks out of her knees and make 
her feel that she can ride a hundred miles 
a day.” 

“But I think she wanted witch-hazel to 
rub the baby’s back,” protested the boy 
as he hesitated to pick up the bottle. 

“Then you’ve got something better, all 
the same. If the baby’s back wants rub- 
bing with anything, this liniment will do 
the business in half the time. It is also 
good for all the other backs around the 
house.” 

The boy had to submit to the change of 
order, and he was out of the way, and 
Mr. Bowser was trying to make a man 
believe that he wanted chloride of lime 
instead of copperas, when the door 
opened with a bang and in walked the 
boy who first appeared, with his mother 
a close second. : 

“So, when I want peppermint essence 
you send me castor oil!’ shouted the wo- 
man, as she waved the bottle in the air. 
“Not only that, but you know me, and 
I’m tall and austere and inclined to bili- 
ousness! I have a husband, sir, and if he 
don’t punch your head before lamplight 
I won’t live ——!” 

She was interrupted by the entrance of 
a broad-backed, surly-looking man _ of 
middle age, who held a package in his 
hand and indignantly demanded: 

“What sort of a man are you to set 
yourself up over a doctor and recom- 
mend sulphur and molasses for my blood! 
Have I got the itch, sir! How dare you 
assume that ——!” ; 

“Your blood is out of order, isn’t it?” 
put in Mr. Bowser. 

“But I haven’t got poll-evil, the 
scratches, nor the itch, you blamed old 
numb-skull!” roared the man. “Why, 
sir, when my boy came home and told me 
what you said ——!” 

How he felt about it will never be 
known, as the small girl who wanted 
something for baby’s blistered foot en- 


tered then with her mother at her heels, 
and the mother waved a bottle on high 
and exclaimed: 

“T sent for sweet oil to dress a burn, and 
the old idiot makes the little girl bring 
home paregoric! Is it any wonder that 
the graveyards are full of babies who have 
been cut down like grass!” 

She was going on to extend her re- 
marks and hurt Mr. Bowser’s feelings 
when the door opened for another wo- 
man who tossed a bottle of chloroform 
liniment onto the show-case and shouted: 

“And when I send for witch-hazel I’m 
given this stuff instead, and told that I’ve 
got kinks in my knees from trying to 
ride one o’ those shameful machines 
called a bicycle!” 

““Madam, permit me to —— 

“Permit nothing!” 

“The law ought to stop him!” 

“Somebody ought to slug him!” 

“He don’t know enough to pound 
sand!” 3 

And when the druggist got back from 
the funeral he found the door locked and 
on it a sign reading: 

“Store closed until 4 o’clock. Leave 
orders with the butcher on the corner!” 


” 


A JOKE: WITH VARIATIONS. 


In “The Literary Shop” James L. Ford 
tells some trade secrets, among others be- 
ing the fact that a New York Ledger 
poet assured him that he never used a 
whole idea for a single poem, but that he 
cut the idea up into eight pieces, like a 
pie, and made a poem around each piece. 
He had in one instance succeeded in get- 
ting sixteen poems out of one idea, which 
at $10 each, the regular Bonner price, 
made a total yield of $160. 

Very much the same thing is done by 
the joke makers, though they are even 
more sparing of ideas than the Bonnerian 
poets, for they not only divide up such 
original ideas as they chance to evolve, 
but they frequently steal literary junk, and 
work this over in to shoddy jokes, which 
to the unitiated, seem quite as good as 
new. 

Take for instance that well known an- 
tiquity about the drug store lights. In 
= original form it ran something like 
this: 


The Original Joke. 


Ham-—See here, deys a drug store, er somfin’ 
bruck loose en er floatin’? round on dis here 
flood. 

Noah—What’s that, you cross-eyed, double- 
jointed, chuckle-headed night-mare, what d’ye 
mean? 

flam—Yessur, dat’s right; hit’s er drug sto’ 
sho’. Can’t yer see dem ’ere red lights? Cose 
hit’s er drug store. 

Noah—Drug store be drowned, you wall-eyed, 
slab-footed piece of ebony, that’s the steamer 
Grand Republic coming head on. Port your 
helm! 

This is the original form in which the 
joke was found, in some ‘“Logia’”’ inscrib- 
ed in Arcadian characters on a cylinder 
unearthed at Babylon Nippur by the 
University of Pennsylvania archaeolo- 
gical expedition. 

Profane history makes occasional refer- 
ence to this joke at various times, in the 
progress of the world it being associated 
principally with maritime nations. The 
celebrated Papyrus Ebers, dating from 
the time of Moses, about 4,500 years ago, 
refers to this witticism with that respect 
to which age is entitled. Later para- 
graphists have utilized the idea thus: 


A Celtic Version. 


Officer O’Toole—Now will ye be gittin’ out uv 
this? It’s at home yez orter be in bed, yer 
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gray-headed owld sinner, stid uv hangin’ wid 
yer arms round cornher Jamp-phosts. 

Mr. Martini Jones—Ash ol right, occifer—ash 
ol right. Been home long—hic—go ’f biame 
car’d only come on. Been stop. here hour 
waitin’—what’s | mazzer—hic-—car. One wi’ red 
oor don’t come on. S’ right cross street 
there. 

Officer O’Toole—Arrah, uts er bad taste ye'l 
hev in the mornin’ with all that red licker in 
yer. Now, don’t yez see that’s a dhrug shtore 
foreninst yez, en no car, at all at all? 

Of course, there are other variants and 
some obsolete forms of this joke, but the 
above may be considered as truly typical. 

In selecting the form in which to pre- 
sent it, the joke-smith must, of course, 
have an eye to his audience and keep in 
mind the proper seasons. If writing this 
joke for Life, for instance, the blunderer 
would be a dainty damsel in a yachting 
suit on her first cruise. In Harper's 
“Drawer” it would be a near-sighted col- 
lege professor, who would blunder, and 
the anecdote would in this way be given 
that degree of solid respectability which 
is the hall-mark of the “Drawer.” 

One variant which has had some vogue 
runs substantially as follows: 


A New York Variant. 


: Miss Clara Barnard—Now, Cousin Charles, 
isn’t it lovely to stand here on the bridge and 
watch the myriads of shifting lights and. see 
the swift trains rushing in and out through the 
darkness? 


Country Cousin—Waal, neow, Clary, it du be 
mitey fine; but gosh, oll gell, whuts all them 


air drug stores er doin’ down right long side 
er them railroad tracks? I sh’u’d think they’d 
move outer thar. 

What the joke-smith most needs is a 
good memory, indefatigable industry and 
a certain degree of mental adaptiveness. 
With these at his command, he need 
never go hungry. 


The Public Dinner in England. 


A correspondent of the New York 
Medical Journal tells what a serious func- 
tion a public dinner is to an Englishman: 

“It is one of his cherished institutions, 
older than the Magna Charta, and almost 
as memorable,” he says, and continues: 
“It is one of the laws of the Medes and 
Persians that it shall open with prayer, 
and the toast list begin with ‘The 
Queen’ and continue through ‘The 
Houses of Parliament’ and ‘The Army 
and Navy’ down to ‘Our Host.’ It has 
two solemn chants peculiar to it—one, 
‘For He is a Jolly Good Fellow,’ which 
may be sung as often as desired during 
the proceedings; the other, ‘God Save 
the Queen,’ which may be sung but once, 
at the close. And the whole noble ritual 
was performed at Montreal. There were 
600 guests, 33 speakers, a military band 
to lead the choral responses, and the 
bugler of a Highland regiment in full 
uniform to signal ‘Order!’ for the toasts. 

“So rigid a form, although impressive, 
has, of course, the drawback of making 
all dinners rather similar, and except for 
the last half-dozen speeches and the titles 
of two or three of the other speakers, one 
would hardly have recognized it as a dis- 
tinctively medical occasion. It also makes 
it extremely difficult to say anything 
either unusual or interesting in respond- 
ing to the toasts. Indeed, the average 
Briton gives up all hope of this, rises at 
the call of the chair in the spirit of Nel- 
son’s dictum, ‘England expects that every 
man this day will do his duty,’ buttons up 
his coat, clears his throat, and plunges, 
or, more accurately, wades painfully in. 
One hardly knows which to admire most, 
the dogged and self-sacrificing bravery of 
the half-choking speaker or the noble en- 
durance of the audience.” 


wll 
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N. W. D. A. AT RICHMOND. 


Meets in Twenty-third Annual Session. 





N the Hotel Jefferson, in Richmond, 
| on October 11, 1897, gathered the 
representatives of the leading whole- 
sale dealers in and manufacturers of drugs 
and medicines in the United States. The 
twenty-third in its history, this conven- 
tion was notable in many respects for the 
character of the work accomplished and 
its bearing upon the retail interests of the 
country. After ten years of faithful and 
efficient service as chairman of the Pro- 
prietary Goods Committee of the asso- 
ciation, Mahlon N. Kline, who has been 
well styled the “Matchless Gladiator” of 
the organization, resigned his office and 
transferred the field of operations of that 
committee to the West, the direction in 
which it is said the evil of price-cutting 
is spreading. The meeting will be re- 
membered by all in attendance as one of 
the most enjoyable of the long series. 
Socially, it was an unusually successful 
gathering, for, aside from the cordial 
hospitality which was extended by the 
citizens of Richmond, the city itself is 
full of interest to the visitor, both his- 
torically and socially. The social life of 
the city is on such  characteristically 
Southern lines that its study afforded 
much of interest to the visitors from the 
Northern and extreme Western States, 
while the historic associations connected 
with almost every inch of its ground 
brought vividly before the members the 
stirring scenes enacted there during the 
last days of the Confederacy, and enabled 
the visitors to realize in a striking man- 
ner the heroism which must have ani- 
mated the men of the South who sacri- 
ficed so much for their devotion to their 
principles. 
*~ * * 

Nothing that was done during any of 
the sessions of the N. W. D. A. was, in 
our opinion, quite so marked as the im- 
provement in the conduct of the business 
of the Proprietary Association. The as- 
sociation seems to have taken a decided 
step forward in every department. The 
dignified and able manner in which Presi- 
dent Doliber presided over the meetings, 
the spirit which characterized all the dis- 
cussions, and particularly that having 
reference to the claims of the retail drug- 
gists of this country, are sure to lead to 
a better understanding of the disposition 
of the proprietors towards their distrib- 
uters, either in the wholesale or retail 
ranks, than ever before. Both associa- 
tions have made forward steps and the 


two meetings recently concluded should 
prove of great benefit to the members. 
The motto of the N. W. D. A., “They 
Builded Better than They Knew,” can 
still be permanently displayed with the 
emphasis on the word “better.” 





Proceedings in Detail. 


The opening session was convened in 
the Hotel Jefferson, Richmond, Va., on 
Monday, October 11th, at 8.30 p.m. The 
proceedings were opened with greetings 
of welcome by prominent citizens of 
Richmond. President John B. Purcell 
first introduced R. W. Powers, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Entertainment, 

















CHAS. F, WELLER, 
President-Elect of the N. W. D. A. 


who outlined the programme of his com- 
mittee. He was followed by Major N. 
V. Randolph, who addressed the mem- 
bers in behalf of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, and welcomed the associa- 
tion to Richmond. He spoke of the 
places of historic interest which he hoped 
the members would make it a point to 
visit, and turning to the material inter- 
ests of the city, he said: 


WHEN RICHMOND WAS IN ASHES. 


“In 1865 the entire business section of this city 
was in ashes. Her young men, the bone and 
sinew of the land, stood on the fields of Appo- 
mattox, while her old men looked on eepalied 
and stupefied at their losses, and the uncertain 
wp ge for the future, but this apathy was onl 
or a short time. Her sons returned, and wit 
that same determination that had carried them 
through four years of suffering, endurance and 
defeat, determined for the second time to make 
their name illustrious in the annals of peace, 
as they had challenged the admiration of the 
world in the annals of war. 


ITS MATERIAI, PROSPERITY. 


“Go to the Eastern Hills and stand at the 
foot of that monument erected to the private 
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soldiers of the Confederacy, and let us point 
to you with pride our 987 factories, with 17,000 
employees, $16,000,000 of capital, and an annual 
product of $31,500,000 worth of sales, and whose 
goods can be found in the marts of the entire 
world. 

BANKS AND CAPITAL. 

“In 1865 every banking institution in this 
State was swept from existence, our social 
fabric shaken to its foundation, and still to-day 
we stand in the commercial world second to 
none in enterprise, energy and commercial 
honor. To-day Richmond has nine banking in- 
stitutions, eight guided and controlled by Con- 
federate soldiers, the. majority of whom were 
privates. We have five millions of bankable 
capital and nine millions of deposits. 


POPULATION. 
“In 1860 Richmond had 46,000 inhabitants. In 


sree of the ravages of war, in 1870 she had 


000 inhabitants, and to-day, 1897, sees her 
with more than 100,000, and we have a right to 
believe that in the next twenty years, or less, 
that she will boast of more than 200,000 inhabi- 


tants. 
Retailer to Wholesaler. 


After the loud and continued applause 
which greeted the speeches of both Mr. 
Powers and Major Randolph had sub- 
sided, the reception of delegates from 
other associations was taken up, and cre- 
dentials from a number of retail organi- 
zations were read by the secretary. The 
Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion was represented by William L. Cliffe, 
of Philadelphia, who addressed the meet- 
ing briefly. He was followed by G. P. 
Englehard, of Chicago, who spoke for 
the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association. 
In his address Mr. Englehard dealt chiefly 
with the ruinous effect on the retailer of 
the cutting of prices on proprietary 
goods. With his usual exaggeration he 
expressed it as his belief and the belief of 
every retailer in the country that if the re- 
tail drug trade is to be saved from further 
demoralization and further loss, their sal- 
vation must come from the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association, and 
from its brother, the Proprietary Asso- 
ciation. With regard to the ques- 
tion of free alcohol, which he touched 
upon briefly, he said that so far as he un- 
derstood the sentiment, not only of the 
druggists of Illinois, but also the drug- 
gists of every other State, while they 
are divided as to the question of free al- 
cohol, they are a unit on the single pro- 
position that whatever advantage it is 
given shall be given to the retailer equal- 
ly as to the jobber. 

The credentials of the delegates from 
the State of Michigan and the American 
Pharmaceutical Association were next 
presented, and responses were made by 
J. J. Saurwein and T. Roberts Baker re- 
spectively. Daniel R. Noyes, of St. Paul, 
responded for the association in a grace- 
ful-and witty speech. He did not be- 
lieve that the salvation of the retail drug- 
gist was to come from the N. W. D. A.: 
if they are going to be saved, he said, it 
will have to be through their own exer- 
tions. Poking fun at the American Phar- 
maceutical Association, he said: 

“The American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation is divided into several sections; 
one attends to the theoretical part, and 
one attends to the business part; it is 
only the business part which is astray, 
and is interested in the report of the Pro- 
prietary Goods Committee of this asso- 
ciation. I think, theoretically, they are 
all right.’ (Laughter.) 

Thomas Doliber, president of the Pro- 
prietary Association, was called upon to 
speak for the organization which he rep- 
resented, but he very deftly pointed out 
in a witty speech that Dr. R. V. Pierce 
was chairman of the delegation to the 
N. W. D. A., and should be called upon. 


























In the course of a_ well-considered 
speech, interspersed with many witticisms 
directed against fellow members of the 
Proprietary Association, Dr. Pierce al- 
luded to the difficulties encountered by 
many manufacturers in trying to prevent 
price cutting on their goods by means of 
identification marks. The system was 
thought well of in Canada and had been 
adopted by the association there. One 
of the earnest advocates of the plan of 
marking goods by emblems or other- 
wise for identification was a Guelph, 
Ont., pharmacist, who, in order to im- 
press Dr. Pierce with the advantages of 
the system, related his experience as 
agent for the Columbia bicycle. He 
said that some little time before a gentle- 
man had come into his store and wanted 
to buy a Columbia bicycle—a lady’s 
wheel. He sold the machine to him, 
and he said that the gentleman, it seems, 
as it appeared afterward, went home and 
presented it to his lady love down in the 
City of Toronto. Very soon after, the 
young lady made application to the Tor- 
onto agent of the Pope Mfg. Co. for les- 
sons in riding this wheel. The agent 
observed the new wheel and asked the 
young lady where she had got it. The 
young lady replied, “I obtained that up 
in Guelph.” He said, “Why did you 
not come here for it?” She replied, “I 
could do better up in Guelph.” The 
price in Guelph for a Columbia wheel 
was well known to be $110. The agent 
at Toronto immediately communicated 
with the Guelph pharmacist and com- 
plained of his cutting prices. The phar- 
macist answered the Pope Mfg. Co., by 
relating the circumstances attending the 
sale of the wheel, and adding that he was 
not informed of the price the gentleman 
had obtained for the wheel. The phar- 
macist considered that it would be rather 
indelicate for him to inquire as to the 
kind of currency in which the debt was 
liquidated. “So much for the matter of 
marking geods for identification,” con- 
cluded Dr. Pierce. 

M. Carey Peter moved that the repre- 
sentatives of the retail associations be 
accorded the privileges of the floor, which 
was done, and the convention adjourned 
until Tuesday morning at 10 o'clock. 


SECOND SESSION. 


The second session of the convention, 
which opened at 10.30 o’clock on Tues- 
day morning, was largely devoted to the 
reception of delegates, the president’s ad- 
dress, and the reading of committee re- 
ports. Dr. H. W. Cole, of Danville, Va., 
spoke for the Virginia Pharmaceutical 
Association, and Isaiah A. Solomons, of 
Savannah, tendered the fraternal greet- 
ings of the Georgia Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation. Daniel Myers, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, responded for the association in an 
eloquent address. 

On motion of Mr. Kline, the calling of 
the roll of members was dispensed with 
and one of the assistant secretaries was 
instructed to prepare a synopsis of the 
business transacted at each session, to 
be read in place of the minutes at fol- 
lowing sessions. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


The next order of business was the 
reading of the president’s address, a 
document which reviewed fully the 
events of the year pertaining to the 
wholesale drug business and the work 
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of the various committees of the associa- 
tion. Alluding to the suits brought 
against the members of the firm of John 
D. Park, Sons & Co., he said that the 
members were not to be terrified by the 
Chinese warfare which was being waged 
against them. “We have no enemies to 
punish or friends to reward,” said he; “all 
we ask and demand is that our members 
shall be honest and shall live according 
to their contracts. We have no quar- 
rel with any one, but we denounce 
and refuse affiliation with those whose 
pledged word is a worthless thing, and 
whose written bond is a waste of paper. 
And yet it is such as those who charge 
us in the courts of our country with be- 
ing oppressive trusts, conspirators, etc. 
Let them first cleanse themselves and not 
come redhanded from the violation of 
their own contracts to charge us with 
violating law.” 
TO ENLIST SUPPORT OF TRAVELERS. 


After reviewing the work of the vari- 
ous committees and paying a special com- 








A. B. MERRIAM, 
Secretary of the N. W.D. A. 


pliment to the excellent work of the 
Committee on Proprietary Goods, he 
made the recommendation that the asso- 
ciation should enlist in its work the trav- 
eling salesmen of the large manufacturing 
houses and importing firms. The trav- 
eling salesmen, President Purcell pointed 
out, are men of more than average natu- 
ral intelligence, greatly broadened by 
continuous travel and contact with a 
various clientage; they are shrewd and 
observant, and quick to detect anything 
they may see or hear to the advantage 
or disadvantage of the association. They 
meet every member of the association 
one or more times during the year, and 
hear complaints and _ criticisms, which 
never reach our officials. They gather 


.points of information, and obtain a con- 


census of opinion which cannot so well 
be had in any other way. 

“If these gentlemen,” he continued, 
“will consent to serve the association by 
communicating to the president, or the 
several chairmen of committees, such 
items of information as may come to 
their knowledge, I feel certain that they 
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will confer on us a lasting obligation and 
earn for themselves the appellation of the 
cavalry of the N. W. D.A., for they will, 
in truth, become our eyes and ears. I 
suggest the propriety of considering 
whether we should not create a commit- 
tee of these gentlemen for the purposes 
stated.” 

President Purcell brought his address 
to a close with a most eloquent and touch- 
ing reference to the historical associa- 
tions of the capital city of the Old Do- 
minion, and he was heartily applauded. 

On motion of M. N. Kline, the address 
of the President was referred to a special 
committee of five members, to report on 
the recommendations contained in it. 

Chas. H. Pettet, of Louisville, in the 
absence of Chairman D. D. Phillips, of 
Nashville, then presented the report of 
the Committee on Membership, contain- 
ing the following list of applications: 
Active members—Des Moines Drug Co., 
Des Moines, Iowa; E. L. Washburn & 
Co., New Haven, Ct.; the Centaur Co., 
New York; Bodeker Bros., Richmond; 
E. Lavine, Philadelphia; the Murray 
Drug Co., Columbia, S. C., and the Elk 
Drug Co., Binghamton, N. Y.  Associ- 
ate members—Lillard & Co., New York; 
I. Springer & Co., New York; Dr. R. H. 
Kline, Philadelphia. The names were 
posted for action at a subsequent meeting. 


Report of the Secretary. 


Following this came the report of the 
secretary, an interesting and thoughtful 
paper, containing some valuable sug- 
gestions relating to the establishment of 
a new department of the government to 
be entitled “Department of Commerce 
and Industry.” The secretary’s report 
was referred to the Board of Control for 
consideration. 


Deceased Members. 

In the absence of the chairman, Thos. 
F. Main, of New York, read the report 
of the Committee on Memorials of De- 
ceased Members. The report consisted 
of brief biographical sketches of the 
members who had passed away during 
the year. Following is the list: 


FE. Waldo Cutler, of Cutler Bros. & Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass.; Dr. E. H. Davis, of E. H. Davis 
& Co., Rochester, N. Y.; Robert Shoemaker, of 
Robert Shoemaker & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Col. H Lamar, of H. J. Lamar & Son, Ma- 
con, Ga., and president of the Lamar-Rankin 
Drug Company, Atlanta, Ga.; John H. Zeilen, 
of F. H. Zeilen & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; 
George R. Finlay, of Finlay, Dicks & Co., New 
Orleans, La.; Frederick Wilcox, secretary of the 
Apothecaries’ Hall Company, Waterbury, Conn.; 
Bernard Gilpin, of Gilpin, Langdon & Co., Bal- 
timore, Md.; Henry Lyman, of Lyman Sons & 
Co., Montreal, Canada; Andrew G. Coffin, of 
Coffin, Redington & Co., New York, and Red- 
ington & Co., San Francisco; George H. Kal- 
tayer, of the San Antonio Drug Com ~ San 
Antonio, Tex.; T. B. Barker, of T. B. arker 
& Sons, St. Johns, N. B.; Charles P. Button, 
erman, Pflueger & Kuehmsted Co., Mil- 

Wis; Samuel Colgate, of Colgate & 
Co., New York, Conrad Berk Lee, of J. El- 
wood Lee Company, Conshohocken, Pa.; Francis 
Baumer, of the Will & Baumer Company, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., and George W. Finch, of Tyler & 
Finch, New York. 


Wholesale Drug Market. 


The report of the Committee on Drug 
Market was read by Charles F. Weller, 
of Omaha, George L. Muth, the chair- 
man of the committee, being absent. 
The report was quite a lengthy document, 
and gave the details of fluctuations in 
market values of the staple drugs and 
chemicals handled by the trade. The re- 
port took the usual courseand went to the 
Board of Control. 








| 





258 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Paints, Oils and Glass. 

The Committee on Paints, Oils and 
Glass then reported through Mr. Weller. 
The year’s consumption of the three great 
staples of paint was estimated as follows: 
Lead carbonate (white lead), 76,000 tons; 
zinc oxide (white zinc), 30,000 tons; lin- 
seed oil, 36,000,000 gallons. The raw ma- 
terials to produce these staples, namely, 
flaxseed and metallic ores, are the prod- 
ucts of American farms, or are dug from 
American soil, to which may be added 
thousands of tons of yeilow and red ox- 
ides of iron obtained from the same 
sources 

The report was signed by Edward L. 
Molineux, chairman, and M. D. Egers. 

Credits and Collections. 

A. Cressy Morrison, of Scott & Bowne, 
of New York, was called upon for his 
report as chairman of the Committee on 
Credits and Collections. Like all of Mr. 
Morrison’s productions, it was a very ex- 
haustive and carefully thought out paper. 
It contained a protest against the con- 
dition which permits a retail druggist 
with $5,000 capital to establish his credit 
with two or three houses, and then, on 
the verge of failure, purchase on credit 
so established from a dozen others, not 
only in his own, but in other lines of 
goods, for which he can never pay. He sug- 
gested the organization of a credit bu- 
reau as a means of remedying this condi- 
tion. The report took the usual course. 

Legislation. 

Edward H. Hance’s report on legisla- 
tive matters affecting the association was 
next taken up. The question of the ad- 
visability of imposing an internal reve- 
nue tax on wood alcohol was considered, 
but did not meet with favor at the hands 
of the committee. The history of recent 
attempts to procure new bankruptcy leg- 
islation was included in the report, and 
the approval of the association was given 
to the Torrey Bankruptcy bill—a reaffir- 
mation of the position taken by the asso- 
ciation last year. The report was sent to 
the Board of Control. 

The hour of adjournment having ar- 
rived, a recess was ordered until 3 p. m 


THIRD SESSION. 


The first business taken up when the 
meeting reconvened at 3 o’clock was the 
appointment of committees. President 
Purcell announced the following: On 
Nominations, J. C. Fox, William B. 
Blanding, C. W. Snow, T. C. Peek and 
Otto Stein; on Time and Place of Next 
Meeting, Hugh H. Osgood, G. F. Sichel- 
steil, Jr., Charles H. Pettet, H. H. Eliel 
and James McCord; to Examine Treasur- 
er’s Report, I. A. Solomons, T. F. Van 
Natta and Charles Cook; on President’s 
Address, E. C. Frisbie, Daniel Myers and 
F. A. Faxon. 

Freight and Carriers. 

The minutes of the preceding session 
having been read and approved, Thomas 
Lord, of Lord, Owen & Co., was asked 
for his report as chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Transportation. This committee 
in no way resembles the committee of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association 
which bears the same name. Mr. Lord’s 
committee concerns itself solely with 
freight, freight charges and the transpor- 
tation of freight by carriers. 

Mr. Lord, at the conclusion of his re- 
port, requested that - privileges of the 
floor be extended to N. G. Iglehart in or- 


der that he might explain some of the 
workings of the Chicago freight bureau 
and their efforts to secure an amendment 
to the Interstate Commerce law. On 
motion of Mr. Main Mr. Iglehart was re- 
quested to take the floor and addressed 
the gathering. 

Following this came the report of the 
Committee on Proprietary Goods, of 
which Mr. M. N. Kline is chairman. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


The fourth session was called to order 
shortly before 11 a. m. on Wednesday, 
October 13th, President Purcell in the 
chair. 

After a summary of the proceedings of 
the previous session had been read and 
approved, the president announced the 
receipt of a communication from George 
L. Muth, of Baltimore, regretting his 
unavoidable absence. The Auditing Com- 
mittee reported through I. A. Solomons 
that they had examined the treasurer’s 
report and found the same correct. 

A brief report on “Local Associations” 
was read by Alonzo L. Thompson, of 
Baltimore. The report favored the en- 
couragement of such associations as now 
exist, and the extension and furtherance 
of the formation of others. 
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MAHLON N. KLINE, 
Of the Committee on Proprietary Goods. 


The question of credit insurance was 
brought up at this juncture by C. F. 
Shoemaker, of Shoemaker & Busch, 
Philadelphia, who asked for the adop- 
tion of the annexed resolution: 


“Resolved, That the Committee on Credits 
and Collections be requested to take up_ the 
question of credit insurance and gather from 
the members of the association any possible 
information on the subject, so that they may be 
able at the next meeting to report whether, in 
their opinion, this system has any advantages, 
and whether it can be profitably used by the 
drug trade.’ 


The resolution was on motion referred 
to the Board of Control. 

The subject of commercial travelers 
and their qualifications with the best 
method of remunerating them for their 
services was handled very ably in a paper 
by Courtney H. West, chairman of the 
Committee on Commercial Travelers. 


Considerations of space prevent us from 
giving the report in full in this issue, and 
we reserve publication of this interesting 
paper for a future number. 

Several standing committees then re- 
ported, among others the Committee on 
Paris Green, the Committee on Adulter- 
ations and the Committee on Fire Insur- 
ance. 

Nothing New in Adulteration. 

The Committtee on Adulteration re- 
ported that they had nothing new or 
startling to offer on the subject of adul- 
teration. The trade journals were quick 
to notice anything of this kind, as it 
makes a good item for reporters to work 
upon. It was noted that pod musk is 
still occasionally loaded with fine lead 
shavings, and that powdered drugs offer 
an unlimited field for sophistication. The 
rumor that turpentine is occasionally 
tampered with was noted, but the com- 
mittee had been unable to obtain a sam- 
ple or to learn anything definite. The 
report was signed by John N. Carey, of 
Indianapolis. 

A valuable but lengthy report on Fire 
Insurance was submitted by Daniel 
Myers, of Cleveland, who showed how 
considerable saving in premiums might 
be effected by the exercise of good judg- 
ment on the part of those taking out in- 
surance. 

Election of members followed and the 
names announced at a previous session 
were balloted for and elected with the 
usual formality. 


Report on Credits and Collections. 


The report of the Board of Control was 
submitted. Mr. Weller, the chairman, 
first presented for consideration their re- 
port on the report of the Committee on 
Credits and Collections. Touching this 
report, Mr. Weller read the following: 


First—That the work of this committee, cover- 
ing, as it did, a great deal of ground, is of im- 
mense value and interest to every member of 
this association. 

Ve cannot agree, however, with the plan pro- 
posed by our worthy president, that this matter 
should be left entirely to the local associations. 
We believe that uniform terms and a credit dis- 
count for cash could be maintained throughout 
the entire country that would be acceptable to 
all the members of our association, e, how- 
ever, leave this matter to the incoming commit- 
tee, with the recommendation that they bring 
about this much to be desired result of uni- 
formity in terms and discounts, if possible. We 
move that the request made by the chairman of 
the committee be granted and that Mr. Crouser 
be gyanted the privilege of the floor ten min- 
utes, 


On motion Mr. Crouser was invited to 
address the convention, in accordance 
with the resolution presented by the 
Board of Control. 

The resolution of Mr. Shoemaker re- 
lating to the question of credit insurance 
was introduced by the Board of Control 
and elicited some discussion. It was 
adopted. 

The next recommendation of the Board 
of Control referred to the report of the 
Committee on Credits and Collections, 
and an animated discussion ensued. The 
motion of the Board of Control printed 
above was finally adopted. 


FIFTH SESSION. 


When the members came _ together 
again on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
the chairman of the Board of Control 
was ready to report and submit recom- 
mendations on the report of the Com- 
mittee on Adulterations. The suggestion 
of the chairman of this committee regard- 
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ing the employment of an expert, to 
whom any suspicious articles might be 
submitted for investigation, was indorsed 
and declared a move in the right direc- 
tion. Some recommendations embodied 
in a letter by F. A. Dicks, of New Or- 
leans, the chairman of the Committee on 
Fraternal Relations, had received con- 
sideration at the hands of the Board of 
Control, and were indorsed. 


The Credit Clearing System. 


Thos. S. Crouser was granted the priv- 
ileges of the floor to explain the work- 
ings of the Credit Clearing house. A. 
Cressy Morrison, the chairman of the 
Committee on Credits and Collections, 
had solicited this privilege while making 
his report, and the Board of Control fa- 
vored the granting of it. Mr. Crouser 
gave a detailed history of his concern, 
founded by its president, J. Robert Lyle, 
in 1888, among the wholesale merchants 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis. It was a 
strictly co-operative concern, and now 
had offices in all of the leading cities of 
this country. 

Mr. Fox, of the Committee on Nomi- 
nations, reported the following recom- 
mendations for officers for the ensuing 
year: 

OFFICERS FOR 1897-98. 

For President—Chas. F. Weller, Om- 
aha. 

First Vice President—Thomas C. Peek, 
Macon. 

Second Vice-President—Jas. McCord, 
La Crosse. 

Third Vice-President—A. W. Claflin, 
Providence. 

Fourth Vice-President—Chas. A. Jer- 
man, Milwaukee. 

Fifth Vice-President—Geo. A. 
Jr., Pittsburg. 

For Secretary—A. B. Merriam, Minne- 
apolis. 
ag Treasurer—E. L. Strong, Cleve- 
and. 

Board of Control—W. J. Walker, Al- 
bany; J. R. Owen, Chicago; I. Solomons, 
Savannah; W. J. Walding, Toledo; C. F. 
Shoemaker, Philadelphia. 

Under the rules nominations must lie 
over for two hours. Other matters were 
accordingly taken up and the recom- 
mendations of the Board of Control in 
regard to the Committee on Paris Green 
were presented. The board favored plac- 
ing this article on the rebate list, a posi- 
tion in which it was supported by a ma- 
jority of the western members. The 
principal opposition to the adoption of 
the resolution of the Board of Control 
came from E. C. Frisbie, of Hartford, 
Conn. On motion the recommendation 
of the Board of Control was adopted. A 
number of other reports were presented 
by the Board of Control and adopted with 
their recommendation. 


Approval of the Rebate Plan. 

The board’s recommendations relative 
to the report presented by the chairman 
of the Committee on Proprietary Goods 
were embraced in the following resolu- 
tions, which received the close -attention 
of all present. They were as follows: 

Resolved, That we reaffirm our support of the 
rebate plan of selling proprietary articles and 
reaffirm our endorsement of the second resolu- 
tion adopted at the meeting of the association 
in_ 1896, as follows: 

Resolved, That we affirm our conviction 
that the selling by manufacturers to retailers at 
largest quantity discount is a manifest injustice 
to a very large proportion of the retail distrib- 


Kelly, 


uters of these preparations, and that we bring 
our strongest influence to bear in favor of the 
universal adoption by all manufacturers 
propose to continue selling under 


who 


the rebate 


system of the custom of confining their sales 
to jobbers only. 

Resolved, That our Committee on Proprie- 
tary Goods continue its services to proprietors 
by obtaining and furnishing information in the 
same manner as heretofore, restricting this part 
of the work in accordance with decisions which 
have been or may be rendered by the courts 
in the several suits now pending. We hereby 
authorize the treasurer to honor any bills for 
expenses presented under this resolution, and 
also for legal expenses which may be incurred 
by the sub-committee, hereafter to be provided 
for, in defence of the several suits, in so far 
as the funds in the hands of the treasurer will 
permit, when such bills are properly endorsed 
by the chairman of the Proprietary Committee, 
or the chairman of the sub-committee, and the 
president of this association. 

Resolved, That a sub-committee of three, of 
which M. N. Kline shall be the chairman, be 
appointed from the Proprietary Committee to 
take charge of the several suits now pending, 
or any other suits that may be brought during 
the coming year, to which this association or 
its individual members may be made defendants, 
resulting from anything that may be alleged as 
having been done under the contract system. 

Resolved, That we desire again to place our- 
selves on record as pledging ourselves to sup- 
port any feasible movement for the protection 
of the retail druggists of this country in a 
reasonable profit on proprietary goods. We 
strongly recommend efforts on their part to 
unite their ranks upon some practical proposi- 
tion, and favorably call to their attention the 
manner of procedure adopted by the druggists 
of England, which appears to us to be very 
much more promising than any of the move- 
ments thus far attempted in this country. 

Resolved, That this association follow the cus- 
tem adopted a year ago of electing the chair- 
man of the Proprietary Committee by the as- 
sociation at large, leaving the appointment of 
his associates to the incoming president. 
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The report of the board was promptly 
adopted, with the report of the Com- 
mittee on Proprietary Goods. As soon 
as this formality was dispensed with, M. 
N. Kline, the chairman of the Committee 
on Proprietary Goods, sprang to his feet 
and moved the election of Frank A. Fax- 
on, of Kansas City, as chairman of the 
Proprietary Committee for the coming 
year. He did this, he said, in accord- 
ance with the last resolution of the series 
which had just been adopted. Mr. Faxon 
was the unanimous choice of the Pro- 
prietary Committee. The election of 
Mr. Faxon was carried with acclaim. 

After a number of other reports had 
been adopted following recommendation 
to the Board of Control, the convention 
adjourned. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


The sixth session was called to order 
by the president on Thursday morning at 
10 o'clock. After the minutes of the 
previous meeting had been read and ap- 
proved, the president announced the pre- 
sence of two members of the Michigan 
Pharmaceutical Association, one of 
whom, J. J. Sourwine, of Escanaba, had 
a plan for the prevention of price cutting 
on proprietary goods. Both gentlemen 
were accorded the privileges of the floor. 
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A Retailer’s Plan. 


The essential features of the plan pro- 
posed by Mr. Sourwine are contained in 
the “form of application” as follows: 

The form of application for membership shall 
contain the following specifications: 

l. To sell only at the established wholesale 
price. 

2. To sell only at the established retail price. 

8. To sell at wholesale to no one who is not 
a member of this association. 

4. To sell to no department stores or any per- 
son or firm known to be a cutter. 

5. To not allow any clerk or member of the 
firm or any person connected or disconnected 
with the firm to sell or trade, otherwise than as 
stated above, or sell, trade, or give away guar- 
anty labels, under any conditions whatever, nor 
allow the firm name to be used for the same 
purpose. : ; 

6. To report any violations of the above to the 
national or State associations. 

7. To give no rebate. 

8. To place a national guaranty label on each 
and every bottle of package, represented in the 
National Manufacturers’ Association, when said 
bottle or package is sold. 

‘To forfeit and return all labels, membership 
certificates and papers belonging to said Na- 
ticnal Guaranty Association for any and _ all 
violations of this plan. 

President Purcell was in favor of giv- 
ing the fullest consideration to any plan 
brought forward by a State association 
of the standing of that of Michigan, and 
he said it would give the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association pleasure to 
refer the plan to its Proprietary Commit- 
tee, with instructions to thoroughly in- 
vestigate it, and report their conclusions 
to their next meeting. 

Mr. Sourwine’s associate, C. N. An- 
derson, of Detroit, rose at this point to 
explain that the plan was not a complete 
one, but simply a nucleus from which one 
might be developed. He asked the whole- 
sale trade to give Mr. Sourwine’s plan 
some measure of indorsement, and thus 
obtain the confidence of the retail dealer. 

rhe original motion to receive Mr. 
Sourwine’s paper and refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Proprietary Goods was then 
put to a vote and carried. 


Praise for Mr. Kline. 


Daniel R. Noyes, of St. Paul, Minn., 
then offered the following resolution: 


“The retirement of Mr. M. N. Kline from the 
chairmanship of our most important committee, 
after ten years of faithful and competent ser- 
vice, merits more than a passing notice. Our 
association expects of every member that he 
will do his duty. Mr. Kline has more than ful- 
filled our expectation, rendering not only valu- 
able, but distinguished service to our associa- 
tion, always maintaining consistently and with 
dignity its rights as to those without its member- 
ship, and its just expectation from those within 
it. Himself ‘loyal to the core,’ he has had a 
righteous impatience with anything which even 
locked like disloyalty, and in this, as well as in 
the admirable conduct of his committee work, 
he has furnished an example of what an hon- 
est, earnest and competent member of our as- 
sociation can do to maintain its standard and 
promote its interests. Fortunately for our as- 
sociation, we have not, in relieving him from 
chairmanship duties, parted from Mr. Kline. 
As chairman of the sub-committee, charged with 
special and important duties, we are assured of 
his continued service for our association in a 
position for which he has shown eminent fit- 
ness. We, however, desire at this time to ex- 
press, and put on record, our appreciation of 
work well done, and thanks fairly won in our 
service.” 

This resolution was 
adopted by a rising vote. . 

Under a suspension of the rules, Chair- 
man Pettet, of the Committee on Member- 
ship, proposed the Paris Medicine Co., of 
St. Louis, and the T. A. Slocum Medicine 
Co., of New York, for the associate list, 
and the secretary was instructed to cast 
one ballot for their election. 

The report of the Committee on Nom- 
inations was next presented and ap- 
proved, the full list of officers named at 
a previous session being declared elected. 


unanimously 
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St. Louis for the Next Meeting. 

Next followed the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Time and Place of Next 
Meeting. Hugh H. Osgood, chairman, 
reported in favor of St. Louis, and the 
time of meeting October, 1898. Motions 
to substitute other cities were made by 
different interested persons, but the reso- 
lution of the committee prevailed, and St. 
Louis was decided upon for the place of 
meeting next year. 

The report of the Committee on the 
President’s Address was read by Daniel 
Myers. It indorsed the recommendation 


of the president with regard to increased 
discount on proprietary goods and the 
contraction of the rebate list. The con- 
vention then adjourned, to meet later on 
in the evening. 


SEVENTH SESSION. 


The seventh and final session of the 
association was convened by President 
Purcell at 6.45 p. m. The business of 
this session consisted of the installation 
of officers, and, after this ceremony was 
over, the members adjourned to the ban- 
quet hall. 








THE PROPRIETARY ASSOCIATION. 





Fifteenth Annual Meeting. 





HE president and secretary of the 
Proprietary Association laid out a 
programme which enabled that 

association to transact much of its work 
before the beginning of the sessions of 
the N. W. D. A. One marked advantage 
of the arrangement of the sessions was 
that the members were enabled to pay a 
less divided attention to the business of 
this association than if the sessions had 
been sandwiched in between those of the 
N. W. D. A. as they have heretofore gen- 
erally been. 


FIRST SESSION. 


On convening on Monday morning 
the roll-call showed the presence of a 
quorum of proprietors, and President 
Doliber announced as the first order of 
business the reception of delegates. 

President Purcell, of the N. W. D. A., 
extended the greetings of that organiza- 
tion to the proprietors, and at the same 
time extended the members a welcome on 
behalf of the citizens of Richmond. He 
then paid his respects to the business 
features of the organization, and made 
some humorous references to the matter 
of percentage discounts. 

A. Cressy Morrison, the first vice-pres- 
ident of the association, responded for 
the proprietors. The next business was 
the reading of the annual address of the 
president, of which we present the most 
important portions below. 


ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 


By Tuos. Do.tBeEr, 
Boston, Mass. 


Zo the Association of Manufacturers 
and Wholesale Dealers in Proprietary 
Articles of the United States. 


The Substitution Bugaboo. 


Among the events that have occurred during 
the year affecting the members of this associa- 
tion one of the most notable was the meeting of 
the American Newspaper Publishers’ Associa- 
tion, with which meeting this association was 
asked to join. No official meeting of this asso- 
ciation was called, but an informal notice to our 
members was issued for them to be present by 
invitation. A considerable number of our mem- 
bers gathered in New York and an informal 
meeting was held. Thomas Doliber was elected 
chairman, and Dr. V. Mott Pierce was called to 
act as secretary. 


History of the Anti-Substitution Movement. 


The matter laid before the convention was this: 
The Publishers’ Association stated that several 
large advertisers had complained that they were 
not getting adequate returns from their adver- 
tising by reason of what they called ‘“‘substitu- 
tion” on the part of the retailer, the retail drug- 
gist being particularly mentioned. The cus- 
tomer sees the advertisement of A’s emulsion 
and is thereby persuaded that he needs to bu 
the article advertised. He goes to the shop of 
and is there told that X sells A’s emulsion, but 
that he also has his own, and in many cases he 
succeeds in selling X’s emulsion to the cus- 
tomer, who had first become acquainted with 
the virtues of an emulsion through A’s advertis- 


ing. 
Bringing Pressure to Bear on the Newspapers. 


This trouble had become so acute and the loss 
of business to A an so great that A B 
and C threatened to reduce their advertising or 
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to withdraw it altogether unless something could 
be done to remedy this evil. The newspaper 
people had been so much impressed by these 
complaints that a meeting of their association 
had been called to see what action, if any, could 
be taken to remove the cause of complaint. 


Newspapers Asked to Print Articles About 
Substitution. 

After the preliminary unofficial meeting of 
members of the Proprietary Association had been 
held, the meeting of the Publishers’ Association 
was called to order and our members were in- 
vited to take seats in their convention and were 
accorded the privilege of the floor. A joint 
committee was appointed consisting of mem- 
bers of the Publishers’ Association and of pro- 


prietors; this committee held a meeting and dis- 
cussed the subject, and a conclusion was arrived 
at that the newspapers should prepare and pub- 
lish articles calling the attention of the public 
to the goog | condition. The state of the pro- 
prietors on this question seemed to be passive 
rather than active; that they were willing that 
the papers should try the experiment. I think 
the most of the proprietors present were not 
very confident of the success of the plan. 


The Agreement of Questionable Good. 


Of course, it was immediately publicly known 
that this conference had taken place and the 
matter was taken up by the pharmaceutical press 
with more or less energy; during the year va- 
rious correspondents have freely expressed their 
minds on the matter. The members of our as- 
sociation who have kept watch of the discussion 
have doubtless formed an opinion on the use- 
fulness of this effort. It is a question whether 
up to the present time any great good has re- 
sulted. I am not prepared to recommend that 
a standing committee should be appointed as a 
conference committee with the American Pub- 
lishers’ Association, but I think the matter well 
worth consideration and discussion by this as- 
sociation. 


The Substitution Question Falling Into 
Desuetude. 


Doubtless the business depression which has 
existed for several years has been felt to some 
extent in the proprietary business, and _pro- 
prietors, finding a falling off in their busi- 
ness, may have charged too much of it to sub- 
stitution; and possibly with the return of better 
times the substitution question will become less 
prominent. 

Mr. Doliber then reviewed the legal status of 
the proprietary articles, which, he said, should 
be definitely established either by law or de- 
cision or both. 
pees the subject of Trade Marks, he 


said: 
Trade Marks, 


The subject of trade marks is of supreme in- 
terest to this association. It appears to be oc- 
cupying the attention of other associated bodies 
having similar constitution to our own. An as- 
sociation of tobacco manufacturers has corres- 
ponded officially with our own association with 
a view of soliciting our co-operation in securing 
legislation for the better conserving interests of 
owners of trade marks. 


The History of Trade-Mark Legislation 


Is briefly this: a 

In 1870 Congress passed a statute providing 
for the registration of trade marks. é 

In 1876 it passed another statute imposing pen- 
alties for trespass upon the rights obtained by 
registration. 

n 1879, under those statutes, indictments were 
found, and the cases came to the Supreme Court 
of the United States in what is known as “The 
Trade Mark Cases,” and it was then decided that 
these acts were unconstitutional, and that, there- 
fore, any attempt on the part of Congress to 
regulate trade marks by imposing penalties was 
beyond its power. 


An Amendment to the Constitution of the 


United States. 


It should be carefully observed that this 
relatey not to the registration of trade 
marks. specially used in commerce with 
foreign nations, or with the Indian tribes; nor 
should it be understood that the proprietors of 
trade marks are without right or remedy in the 
case of a trespass, or infringement; but such 
rights and remedies generally depend upon the 
laws of the State, either at common law, or 
pam | law, and not upon the laws of the 
United States. 

Mr. Doliber quoted the Massachusetts law, 
and said_ that without in any sense 
implying that the present law of Mas- 
sachusetts is the best that can be de- 
vised, I beg to suggest to the association the 
propriety of having a law carefully framed to 
meet the violation of such rights, and then by 
sub-committees appointed in each State to secure 
the enactment of this law in each State. 

I am of the opinion that this would be more 
feasible than to attempt, even by the co-opera- 
tion of such powerful allies as tobacco manu- 
facturers, soap manufacturers, and flour millers, 
to secure an amendment to the constitution of 
the United States. 


The Competition of the Department Store 
is still a fruitful source of irritation to the re- 
tail druggist. The subject is a perennial one in 
the columns of the trade papers and many and 
various are the plans proeoees to overcome this 
competition. ne of the most remarkable ef- 
forts in this line is the attempt made during 
the present rx by certain Illinois merchants to 
pass through the Legislature of that State a bill 
to establish a general license system for all mer- 
chants, the rate of license to be governed by the 
number of branches of business in which the ap- 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 261 


plicant is engaged. Thus a one-line merchant 
is to ry a $20 license fee and double that sum is 
added for an additional line; thus the fee for 
two lines would be $60, for three lines $140, for 
ten lines $20,460, for twelve $81,900. 

The department stores might suffer from such 
legislation and be compelled to restrict their 
business to fewer lines; but the small dealers 
whom the authors of the bill seek to protect 
might find it a heavy burden to pay the tax 
on the three or four lines which they are com- 
elled to carry and would be the greatest suf- 
erers. 

The bill was defeated in June, 1897. Of 117 
members of the House pledged for the bill, fifty 
went over to the opposition on the final vote. 


The P. A. T. A, of Great Britain. 


It is a matter of interest to us that associations 
similar to our own, or at least with a similar ob- 
ject in view, have been instituted within a year 
or a little more. Among these I might mention 
the Proprietary Articles’ Trade  Associa- 
tion in England. The results which 
this association may _ arrive at will be 
watched with interest. It is worthy of note to 
state that the membership of the British asso- 
ciation includes proprietors, jobbers and re- 
tailers; the number of Penprietors being seven- 
teen at an annual fee of $25, forty jobbers at $25 
annual fee, and 2,000 retailers at an annual fee of 
$1.25. It will be noticed that while the retail- 
ers pay a very much smaller fee for membership 
the greatest amount of the revenue is derived 
from them on account of the large membership 
of retailers. 

An effort has been made to include grocers in 
the ony ey but I believe that up to the 
present time it has not been successful, owing to 
the unwillingness of the grocers to affiliate. 

I would suggest that it would be judicious to 
establish some sort of relation between this Pro- 
prietary Articles’ Trade Association of Great 
Britain and our own association, either by means 
of a corresponding secretary or a committee to 
confer with foreign associations. As there are 
so many members of our association traveling 
in England every year it would be worth consid- 
ering whether we could appoint a committee of 
delegates to attend their next meeting. 

An association has also been formed in Canada. 
This has a similar name to the one in England, 
but their by-laws have been largely framed after 
our own and in this matter I believe they were 
assisted somewhat by a prominent member of 
our own association. 

Broader Membership in the Proprietary 
Association. 

A considerable number of the members of this 
association feel that the membership should be 
broadened. At present the membership seems 
to be confined to the makers of those articles 
which are sold through the drug trade, although 
there are still some goods so sold which are not 
represented in the association. This argues that 
if we have toilet soap, why should we not have 
Ivory soap? If we have Electro-Silicon, why 
should Rising Sun Stove Polish not be included? 
While I am sure all will agree that a strong 
effort should be put forth to include in our mem- 
bership all the proprietors whose goods are sold 
through the drug trade, I may also add that it 
will be well for the association to define just 
who are entitled to membership. Does the title 
“Manufacturers of and Wholesale Dealers in” 
include wholesale dealers who are not manu- 
facturers? These questions have sometimes em- 
barrassed membership committees, and it would 
be well if they poke be definitely settled. 


Praise for the Rebate Plan. 


The rebate plan for selling proprietary goods 
has now been in use for about fifteen years. Its 
successful accomplishment of the objects for 
which it was adopted, during this long period 
compares most favorably with the experience of 
other trades which have adopted similar meth- 
ods for selling goods. | The legality of the prin- 
ciples on which it is founded has been repeat- 
edly affirmed and is well established. It is true 
that some States have passed laws forbidding all 
agreements which fix the prices at which mer- 
chandise and commodities shall be sold, but, so 
far as I am informed, they have never been en- 
forced against proprietary agreements. These 
laws were undoubtedly passed for the purpose of 
breaking down the great trusts and monopolies, 
bong which so much feeling exists in fhe minds 
of the public generally, and were not primarily 
intended to reach us. The rebate plan was cer- 
tainly never more popular than it 1s to-day and 
it appears to be working satisfactorily to both 
Proprietors and the trade. 


The Ohio Battlefield. 


The State of Ohio continues to be a battlefield 
for the unfortunate druggists. _ According to 
late reports from that State the Dairy and Food 
Commissioner, Blackburn, has notified the drug- 
gists of his State that the laws of 1890 require 
Pharmacists, druggists and other dealers selling 
any drug or chemical, an indiscriminate or care- 


less use of which would be destructive of human 
life, to affix to each bottle or package a label 
printed in red ink, having on it the name of the 
article, the cautionary emblem of the skull and 
cross-bones, the words “Caution” and ‘‘Poison” 
and two effective antidotes for such poisonous 
articles. Commissioner Blackburn claims that 
many soothing cordials and _ syrups, cough 
syrups, catarrh cures and similar proprietary 
medicines contain morphine and other danger- 
ous ingredients, and states that it his intention 
to prosecute for the sale of medicine containing 
these dangerous drugs unless each and every 
bottle containing them is labeled according to 
the law. He advises all dealers to secure them- 
selves from prosecution by taking a written 
guarantee from the jobber or manufacturer that 
their preparations do not contain poisonous 
drugs and are not deleterious or dangerous to 


health. 
Respects to Paskola. 


It is needless to review the history of the 
various Paskola cases which have been agitat- 
ing the drug world for the past two years. The 
litigation promises to go down to posterity as 
one of the celebrated cases of the century. It 
has covered a wide field of operations from Ohio 
to New York, and drawn into its toils the names 
of many well-known men. Mr. White has evi- 
dently started upon a campaign which nothing 
but the gaining of his case is to be allowed to 
terminate or turn aside. 

New York is now the field of operations and 
although there has been a surface calm for some 
time past there are ominous warnings of fur- 
ther trouble. 


The John D, Park Suit. 


_This matter continues to attract the atten- 
tion, to some extent, of the members of the 
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National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, as 
well as of our own association. Briefly, it may 
be stated that John D. Park Sons’ Company 
began a suit against the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association and some of its in- 
dividual members and served the papers upon 
them when the meeting of the association was 
being held in New York in 1894. A decision 
was reached by the judge in New York in the 
summer of 1895, the terms of which are familiar 
to all the members of our association. At the 
meeting of the association in Philadelphia in 
October, 1896, another suit was commenced and 
papers were served upon the members at the 
meeting. I have not been able to learn that this 
suit of 1896 has been pressed. 

More recently, namely, in May, 1897, another 
suit has been begun by the Parks against the 
members of the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association. This matter is still in the courts 
and until it is finally settled it will continue to 
be a matter of very considerable interest to our 
members, many of whom are atso members of 
the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association. 


Pabst Plan Dismissed as Impracticable. 


Plans for the suppression of price cutting 
and of substitution continue to be brought for- 
ward. All of them, so far as my attention has 
been called to them, seem impracticable. Prom- 


inent among _ these F areca: Se be mentioned 
that of the Pabst Brewing Company, because 
it attracted considerable attention. This com- 
pany offered prizes for the best plans which 
could be brought forward for the suppression 
of price cutting, and the plan to which they 
gave the highest prize has been published. The 
principal features of this plan would be im- 
racticable to any manufacturer doing a large 
Gusleees and it seems to me that it would be 
impossible to have it carried out by the jobbers 
or by the retailers. 


A New Plan to Be Tried. 


Another plan which has been mentioned and 
which will probably be brought to the notice of 
this association at the present meeting is one 
to enforce the maintaining of prices by appeals 
to the court and by injunction. As this will 
probably be brought to’ the attention of the 
meeting more definitely I refrain from giving 
any opinion upon it. 

The plan for enabling every one who sells 
proprietary goods to get a profit therefrom has 
not yet been brought forward. It is a subject to 
which the most careful consideration should be 
given by this association, as it is of paramount 
interest to the success of the business in which 
we are engaged. 


Proprietary Committee Upheld. 


The attitude of the association toward 
the rebate system was shown in the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That we reaffirm our support of the 
rebate plan of selling proprietary articles, and re- 
affirm our endorsement of the second resolution 
adopted at the meeting of the association in 1896, 
as follows: 

“Resolved, That we reaffirm our conviction 
that the selling by manufacturers to retailers at 
largest quantity discount is a manifest injustice 
to a very large proportion of the retail dis- 
tributers of these preparations, and that we bring 
our strongest influence to bear in favor of the 
universal adoption by all manufacturers who 
propose to continue selling under the rebate 
system of the custom of confining their sales to 
jobbers only.” ; ; 

Resolved, That our Committee on Proprie- 
tary Goods continue its services to proprietors by 
obtaining and furnishing information in the 
same manner as heretofore, restricting this part 
of the work in accordance with decisions which 
have been or may be rendered by the courts in 
the several suits now pending. We hereby au- 
thorize the treasurer to honor any bills for ex- 
penses presented under this resolution, and also 
for legal expenses which may be incurred by 
the eomeniinn, hereafter to be provided for, 
in defence of the several suits, in so far as the 
funds in the hands of the treasurer will permit, 
when such bills are properly endorsed by the 
chairman of the Proprietary Committee, or the 
chairman of the sub-committee, and the presi- 
dent of this association. 5 

Resolved, That a sub-committee of three, of 
which M. N. Kline shall be the chairman, be ap- 
pointed from the Proprietary Committee to take 
charge of the several suits now pending, or any 
other suits that may be brought during the com- 
ing year, to which this association or its indi- 
vidual members may be made defendants, re- 
sulting from anything that may be alleged as 
having been done under the contract system. 

Resolved, That we desire again to place our- 
selves on record as pledging ourselves to sup- 
port any feasible movement for the protection of 
the retail druggists of this country in a reason- 
able profit on proprietary goods. We strongly 
recommend efforts on their part to unite their 
ranks upon some practical proposition, and fav- 
orably call to their attention the manner of pro- 
cedure adopted by the druggists of England, 
which appears to us to be very much more prom- 
ising than any of the movements thus far at- 
tempted in this country. 

Resolved, That this association follow the cus- 
tom adopted a year ago of electing the chairman 
of the Proprietary Committee by the association 
at large, leaving the appointment of his asso- 
ciates to the incoming president. 


The address was referred to a commit- 
tee composed of V. Mott Pierce, Chas. 
H. Pinkham and George A. Newman. 

M. N. Kline directed attention to two 
chronological errors in the address, which 
were duly corrected by the president. A. 
Cressy Morrison, as chairman of the 
Committee on Membership, announced 
the receipt of fifty-seven applications for 
membership in the association, an in- 
crease of over one-third in the total mem- 
bership, which announcement was re- 
ceived with applause. 

Some discussion arose as to the proper 
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method of taking action upon these ap- 
plications, and eventually the names of 
the applicants were posted with a view to 
action at a later session. 

The secretary then presented the re- 
port of the various delegates from the 
Proprietary Association to the several 
pharmaceutical associations. He _ pre- 
sented his own report, which was very 
brief. 

The report of Treasurer Harding 
showed a balance on hand at the begin- 
ning of the past association year of 
$2,673.83, the receipt of $1,140, an ex- 
penditure of $1,176.11, leaving a balance on 
hand of $2,937.72. The report took the 
usual course, being referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee for auditing. 

Dr. R. V. Pierce, C. W. Snow and H. 
M. Sharp were selected as the Nominat- 
ing Committee. 

Ex-President Kelly, of the N. W. D. 
A., took occasion to congratulate the 
Proprietary Association upon the success 
which had characterized its career, and to 
impress upon the members the necessity 
for the exercise of caution in the selection 
of new members. He had observed with 
much pleasure the constant growth of the 
association, and felt that it had before it a 
future of great usefulness. After a few 
remarks from Mr. Loring on the question 
of trade-mark protection, the session ad- 
journed. 


SECOND SESSION. 


On convening the second session, a lit- 
tle after 3 o’clock, on Monday afternoon, 
President Doliber asked Mr. Lord to in- 
troduce to the association N. G. Igle- 
hart, of the Chicago Freight Bureau, as 
one who wasinaposition to give themem- 
bers much valuable information on the 
subject of freight rates, classification, etc. 
Mr. Igiehart rehearsed the history of the 
efforts made by the Chicago Freight Bu- 
reau to procure equalization of rates and 
uniformity of classification on freight. 
He asked the association to approve of 
certain amendments to the laws govern- 
ing the Interstate Commerce Commission 
so that that body would be charged with 
the preparation of and given authority to 
enforce a uniform system of classification 
of freights throughout the United States. 
The by-laws were then amended so as to 
change the name of the association to the 
“Proprietary Association of America,” 
and to make ineligible for membership all 
who have no proprietary interest in trade- 
marked goods. 

The change in the by-laws will not 
affect the status of those already belong- 
ing to the association. 


Retailers Want Protection. 

E. P. Reeves, of Richmond, appeared 
and presented the following petition, 
which was referred to the Committee on 
lrade Interests. The signers are retail 
druggists of Richmond. 


Froposition to the Manufacturers of Patent and 

Proprietary Medicines: 

First and Only Stipulation.—That you main- 
tain a uniform and unvarying price of your 
goods, without regard to quantities purchased. 

It is the scaled prices which mainly enable 
the cutter to get in his work, as it is manifestly 
impossible for the average retail druggist to 
purchase the quantities to secure the lowest 
rates. At ang it is possible for the cutter 
to sell at lower rates than cost to the retailer 
and still make a profit. All we ask is the es- 
tablishment of uniform prices for both retailers 
and jobbers, with this single proviso, that the 
jobbers will engage not to supply the depart- 
ment stores. And when jobbers become no- 
torious by retailing, they be cut off from job- 
bers’ rates. 

It is evident that, as at present conducted, the 


retail druggist has no pecuniary interest in pro- 
prietary medicines, and the question for the 
manufacturers to consider is whether they will 
grant us the measure of relief asked, which is 
entirely in their power to grant, thereby secur- 
ing the friendly co-operation of the retail drug- 
gist, or by refusing to force us to seek out other 
lines of profit, as no body of men will for any 
length of time give their time, labor and in- 
fluence in favor of a line of business, which so 
far from being profitable, is a source of loss and 
injury to them. Very respectfully, 

E. P. Reeves, A. S. Briggs, Wm. S. Frank, H. 
R. Cahill, Jas. V. Ramos, manager West End 
Pharmacy; Andrew G. Briggs, Wm. H. Nel- 
son, J. H. Childrey, W. C. Saunders, G. W. 
Latimer, Geo. R. Ewell, L. Wagner Drug Co.; 
A. W. Nolting, Jr.; The Blair Pharmacy, per 
James Blair; R. H. M. Harrison, Aaron Green- 
wald, A. E. Johann, H. G. Forstmann, Polk- 
Miller Drug Co., by W. Withers Miller, sec- 
retary and treasurer; Wm. P. Poythrip  Co., 
Poythrip & Warren. 

Committee Reports. 

I. S. Coffin presented a report on the 
infringement of trade-marks, which em- 
braced the history of the Castoria litiga- 
tion, and advocated the support of the 
Centaur Co. by the association. Thomas 
S. Lord presented a report on transporta- 
tion, which dealt with the subject of 
freight rates along very much the same 
lines as does the report submitted by him 
to the N. W. D. A. 

Dr. R. V. Pierce presented a report con- 
taining a memorial reference to E. Waldo 





H. B. HARDING, 
Treasurer of the Proprietary Association. 


Cutler, of Boston, and Alfred Henry 
Mason, of New York. Dr. Pierce also 
submitted a report on the Cleveland plan 
for preventing the cutting of prices. This 
report embodied a legal opinion written 
by Henry La Barre Jayne, of Philadel- 
phia, to the effect that the proposed plan 
would be illegal. 

After the receipt of the report of the 
Committee on Publication, the second 
session was adjourned. 


THIRD SESSION. 


The third session of the Proprietary As- 
sociation was convened at 4.45 on Tues- 
day afternoon, the first business being 
the report of the Committee on Member- 
ship. After some discussion as _ to 
whether or not the newly enacted by-laws 
could be made to apply to applicants 
whose applications for membership were 
filed prior to the enactment of the new 
by-laws, it was decided that they should 
not so apply, and all the applicants rec- 
ommended by the committee, some forty- 
two in number, were elected to member- 
ship. 

The Committee on Legislation. 

V. Mott Pierce, as chairman, submitted 
a report covering the legislation for the 
year affecting proprietary interests. 
Below is an abstract of this report: 


Colorado.—In 1893 a law was enacted requiring 
the application of a “‘caution’”’ label to all pro- 


prietaries containing any of the articles men- 
tioned in schedule A of the pharmacy laws of 
that State. This law has not veen enforced, 
but steps were taken in last May to ascertain 
whether or not the certain proprietaries con- 
tained such ingredients as made them subject to 
this section. ; 

Illinois—The Baxter bill and_ several other 
obnoxious measures were referred to in the re- 
port and the statement made that the Board 
of Pharmacy propose to secure the passage at 
the next session of the Legislature of a bill, 
similar to the Baxter bill, which was defeated at 
the last session of the Legislature. _ 

In Indiana and Kansas bills reeres the ap- 
pearance of the formula on the label of proprie- 
tary remedies were presented and were defeated 
through the activity of the newspapers. es 

New York.—A bill was introduced requiring 
a certificate from the State Board of Health on 
all proprietary medicines. What is known as 
the Mullin bill, imposing heavy penalties for 
the dissemination of literature concerning medi- 
cine for the regulation of the menstrual func- 
tion, was also introduced, but neither of these 
measures came to a vote. _ . 

Pennsylvania.—A_ bill requiring the registra- 
tion of formulas with the secretary of the State 
Board of Pharmacy was introduced, but failed 
to become a law. : 

Wisconsin.—The publishers of the State op- 
posed the passage of a bill which provides that 
none save registered pharmacists shall keep for 
sale any proprietary medicines of which the 
formula is kept secret, which contains morphine, 
strychnine, cocaine or any poisonous narcotic 
in any quantities which the State Board of 
Health shall deem harmful to the life or health 
of the public, unless the presence of the same 
is shown by a label upon the bottle and the 
outer wrapper, but the opposition was futile, and 
this law will take effect January, 1898. 

The committee recommended that it be empow- 
ered to retain the services of a press bureau 
of information, who will keep us well posted 
through their special correspondents at all State 
capitals of all pure food bills, pharmacy bills, 
or any bills at all relating to proprietary ar- 
ticles. Respectfully submitted. 

Restrictive Legislation Growing. 

In discussing the report, which was 
highly commended, Mr. Fenner spoke of 
the growing tendency to restrictive leg- 
islation concerning proprietary remedies. 
He said that the feeling against proprie- 
tary remedies had grown. Formerly the 
opposition came from physicians, 
whereas now “we have to look for other 
enemies than the physicians. There are 
other and more insidious enemies to pro- 
prietary medicines, and I found it cropped 
out in the second session. I do not wish 
to say it out loud, but guess you know 
who they are. I had the privilege of 
talking with Mr. John Hodge, of Lock- 
port, the spring before he died. He had 
been our chairman on the Legislative 
Committee for several years, and he re- 
counted to me some of the difficulties 
he had in various legislatures; and we 
all kwow they are serious, because so 
far as the line of business that I pur- 
sue is concerned I have been forced out 
of the State of Iowa and also the State 
of Kansas, and am now forced out of 
the State of Illinois and liable to be 
forced out of the State of Ohio. The 
State of Iowa has had a checkered ca- 
reer in this line of legislation. One 
legislature would pass laws making it 
impossible to have agents circulating 
in the State and selling proprietary 
medicines, and the next legislature would 
repeal these laws; and at the pres- 
ent time Iowa is all right. Colorado 
is not all right, and unless there is the 
utmost watchfulness along this line 
State by State we will lose.” 


Fraternal Relations. 


George A. Newman presented a report 
for the Committee on Fraternal Rela- 
tions, from which we make the following 
extracts: 

* * * The constant and vigorous wholesale 
crusade that has been waged for several years 
past, through the columns of drug and pharma- 
ceutical journals, against substituting by dis- 
honest druggists, has unfortunately engendered 
a very bad feeling on the part of the retail 
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druggist against the proprietor as the supposed 
author of the (so claimed) unjust charges. 

Your committee, however, is inclined to think 
that the very enterprising advertising agencies 
are more directly responsible for the trouble 
complained of than either the manufacturers or 
the proprietors, * * * 

The communication sent out by ay ae 
tee was read before the meeting (of th Ph. 
A.) and quite an animated discussion FR: 
not without —. palpable evidence of a bitter 
feeling against the proprietors, from whom they 
claim to have received very bad treatment. 

There was no action taken on our communi- 
cation, nor will there be any taken on the sub- 
ject of joint committees until some definite 
proposition from the proprietors is received. 

One gentleman from Chicago thought the evil 
of cut rates was comparatively an easy problem, 
and entirely in the hands of the manufacturers, 
and that the Association of Proprietors should 
take hold, attack the disease and cure it by 
absolutely controlling the price of their respect- 
ive products until it passes into the hands of 
the consumer. 

The farce that was enacted by this section in 
the election of Mr. Jacobs, of Atlanta, Ga., to 
preside over its commercial interests during the 
ensuing year tells its own story. 

We cannot express the surprise and _disap- 
pointment of those members of this organization 
who realize the great importance of this depart- 
ment of the association ( ‘goed at this time) 
better than by using Jacobs’ own words 
when escorted to the den. 

He said that he was utterly at a loss to under- 
stand the selection, as the sentiment of the sec- 
tion was undoubtedly against cutting, while he 
— was the arch-cutter, and he was proud 
of it. 

But, notwithstanding this frank and_ honest 
statement, he was not permitted to decline the 
chairmanship. 

It was said, however, by one speaker in 
explanation, that the commercial section has 
“admittedly” been a failure under the anti-cut 
system, and that with a cutter in the chair, it 
might possibly be a success. 

If the new chairman of this most important, 
“i.e,” the commercial section, can convey to 
the retail druggists the secret of how to get 
rich and yet sell all leading staples in his line 
at cost, the problem needs no better solution. 

Mr. Jacobs, we understand, has been phe- 
nomenally successful and has accumulated con- 
siderable means, by conducting his business on 
the up-to-date, cut-rate system. 

We shall, therefore, watch with considerable 
interest the future of the Commercial Section of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association. 

As far as the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation reflects the sentiment of the trade of the 
country, yo::r committee is forced to conclude 
that the retailers are simply waiting, hands 
down, for the proprietors and manufacturers to 
find a remedy and apply it. 


After a few remarks by Dr. Pierce, the 
third session of the association ad- 
journed. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


At the opening of the fourth session 
on Wednesday afternoon, communica- 
tions were read from Francis Forbes of 
the Trade-mark Association, of New 
York, and from Fuller & Fuller Go.,; OF 
Chicago, the latter being in relation to 
discounts. 

The following were elected to member- 
ship: 

New MempBers. 

Plimpton, Cowan & Co., Buffalo, N. Y.; 
George P. Rowell, New York; Smith Brothers, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; The Packer Manufactur- 
ing Co., New York, N. Y.; Noyes Bros. & Cut- 
ler, St. Paul, Minn.; I. L. Lyons & Co., New 
Orleans, La.; The Kauffman-Lattimer Co., Co- 
lumbus, O.; Columbia Chemical Works, Brook- 
lyn, N: Y.: Mariani & Co., New York; Alta 
Pharmacal Co.,. St. Louis, Mo.; Northwest- 
ern Yeast Co., Chicago, Ill.; Theodore Metcalf 
company, Boston, Mass. ; Aschenbach & Miller, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Katharmon Chemical — 
pany, St. Louis, Mo.; ; Joseph Burnett Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass.; The P. L. Abbey Co., Kalamazoo, 
Mich. ; Mellier Drug Company, St. Louis, Mo.; 
The Bradfield Regulator Company, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Chamberlain Medicine ompany, Des 
Moines, 2 ; Just’s Food Company, Syracuse, 

C. DeWitt & Co., Chicago, Ill; 
Rigaud & Chapoteaut, Paris, France, per F. S. 
Mason, attorney, New York; Munyon’s Home- 
opathic Home Remedy Co., oy pe. og et ; 
O. & W. Thum Company, Grand Rapids, N 
Barrett Mfg. Co., Philadelphia; The oy & 
Rankin Drug Company, Atlanta, Ga.; N. 
Harris & Co., Limited, ary of O.:;° Her- 
bert E. Law, San Francisco, Cal.; F. E. Marsh, 


Chicago, IIl.; es & Kropff, New York; 
W. Hover & Co., Denver, Col.; The Dunkley 
Celery and Preserving Co., Kalamazoo, Mich. ; 
Blue Seal Extract Co., Boston, Mass.; The 
Dodds Medicine Co. of U. S., Buffalo, N. : ee 
Moxie Nerve Food Company, Boston, Mass.; 
The Dr. Chase Company, Shiladelphia, Pa.; 
Andreas Saxlehner, New York, N. Y.; The k. 
T. Booth compen. New York, N. x.; Swaim’s 
Laboratory, Philadelphia, Pa.; A. Cressy Mor- 
rison, secretary of the Natural Mineral Water 
Company, Soda Springs, Idaho; Resinol Chem- 
ae Company, Baltimore, Md.; Paris Medicine 

Co., St. Louis; Deane Plaster ‘Company, Yonk- 
ers, N. Y.; Geo. C. Frye, Portland, Me.; H. H. 
Hay & Son, Portland, Me.; Peruna Drug Manu- 
facturing Company, Columbus, 05 Manhattan 
gs Company, Buffalo, N. Lazell, Dalley 

Co., New York; Pratt & "Lamb ert;  iac., 
i etc.,N.Y.; Ww hiteley & Co., Bridgeton, 
NM. J-3 The Cumberland Glass Manufacturing 
Company, Bridgeton, N. J.; Illinois Glass Com- 
pany, Alton, Ill.; John L. W hiting & Son Com- 

ny, Boston, Mass; Whitall, Tatum & Co., 
ms York; Jeffries Glass Works, Philadelphia, 
ra.3 Carter, Carter & Meigs, Boston; The 
Comfort Powder Co., Hartford, Conn. 

The Executive Committee recommend- 
ed that the association indorse Senator 
Cullom’s amendment to the Interstate 
Commerce law, renew its subscription to 
the Chicago Freight Bureau and adopt 
the report of the treasurer, all of which 


was agreed to. 
Trade Interests. 


The Committtee on Trade Interests, 
through Dr. Pierce, submitted a report 
favoring the adoption of a resolution rec- 
ommending the members to comply with 
the request of the Richmond retail drug- 
gists, which is printed above. The result 
of such a measure would be what retailers 
have long asked for; that is, the establish- 
ment of absolutely uniform prices for re- 
tailers. 

A lengthy report was submitted by this 
committee, reviewing the cut-rate evil, 
substitution, protection for advertisers, 
guaranteed circulation, the relations of 
advertisers to publishers and of proprie- 
tors to retailers. 

The report showed how cut prices “fin- 
ally work the greatest injury to the manu- 
facturets,” reviews the difficulties sur- 
rounding the prevention of the evil, and 
states that the coupon plan of having the 
dealers’ profit represented by coupons 
would, if it had been adopted, have 
proven more nearly practicable than any 
plan which has yet been placed before the 
trade. While the committee deplored 
the prevailing conditions which rendered 
it impossible for the retailer to secure a 
fair profit on the goods in many sections, 
it has not been able to evolve any plan 
under which it seems feasible to eradicate 
this evil. 

Attention was directed to the war on 
substitution being carried on through the 
press and the statement made that 
“only such druggists who are practicing 
the most flagrant substitution can pos- 
sibly take offense at these carefully word- 
ed readers in the interest of proprietors 
and in opposition to substitution.” 

The committee also submitted resolu- 
tions recommending the members of the 
association to patronize as far as prac- 
ticable those publications which endeavor 
to protect their advertisers’ interests 
against substitution. In the preamble 
reference was made to the practice “pur- 
sued by some pharmacists of substitut- 
ing.” Thomas F. Main moved that the 
word “dealer” be substituted in the place 
of the word “pharmacist,” as, he said, 
the pharmacists constitute a large 
class of hard-working and worthy men 
who should not be thus singled out as 
substitutors, for the majority of the sub- 
stitution was done by others not phar- 
macists. With this change the resolu- 
tions were adopted. 


Some discussion was then entered into 
as to the endorsement of the matter 
on substitution sent out by the “Na- 
tional Advertiser,’ it being stated by 
Mr. Rose that some of the no- 
tices published had given offense to 
a number of manufacturers and 
retail druggists. The matter sent out 
was approved, but the association de- 
cline to undertake supervision of, and re- 
sponsibility for any matter which might 
be sent out in the future. This closed 
the business of the fourth session. 





FIFTH SESSION. 


On Thursday afternoon, at 2.40, Presi- 
dent Doliber called the association to- 
gether for its fifth and final session. On 
recommendation of the Executive Com- 
mittee the salary and expenses of the sec- 
retary were placed at $500, instead of $300 
as heretofore. The committee also rec- 
ommended that the Committee on Legis- 
lation be granted funds for obtaining in- 
formation concerning proposed legisla- 
tion. Resolutions favoring a strict en- 
— of rebate contracts were adop- 
ted. 

Brent Good called attention to the law 
which became operative in Illinois in 1895 
which makes it impossible to prosecute for 
infringement of a trade-mark in that State 
unless the trade-mark has been registered 
with the Secretary of State. On motion 
of Mr. Good committees were appointed 
to attend the conventions of the Proprie- 
tary Articles’ Trade Association of Can- 
ada and Great Britain. 

Dr. Julius Garst addressed the mem- 
bers on the question of substitution and 
the cut-rate evil and asked that a sum of 
money be set aside to make a test case 
against some aggressive cutter. Refer- 
ence was made in this to the conditions 
under which the Waterman Co. has suc- 
ceeded in preventing the cutting on Wat- 
erman pens. The whole matter was re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee. 


New Officers. 


The Committee on Nominations re- 
ported in favor of selecting the following 
as officers of the association for the en- 
suing year: 

President—Thomas Doliber, Boston. 

Vice-Presidents—Dr. V. Mott Pierce, 
I. S. Coffin, New York. 

Secretary — Joseph Leeming, New 
York. 

Treasurer—Herbert B. Harding, New 
York. 

Executive Committee—Alfred E. Rose, 
Lowell, Mass.; W. T. Hanson, Schenec- 
tady; Charles H. Pinkham, Lynn; Hor- 
ace M. Sharp, Philadelphia; Thomas F. 
Main, New York; Mahlon N. Kline, 
Philadelphia. 

The report was adopted and the nom- 
inees elected, after which the association 
adjourned to convene in St. Louis in Oc- 
tober, 1898. 


THE ANNUAL BANQUET. 


The handsome dining hall of the Hotel 
Jefferson furnished a charming setting for 
the banquet on Thursday night. The 
room was taxed to its utmost capacity to 
comfortably accommodate the guests. 
The dinner was a success, both from a 
gastronomic and oratorical point of view, 
the speakers including some of the most 
eloquent orators of Virginia. 

The diners were seated at nine tables, 
at one of which was grouped the guests 
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of the evening. Following is the list of 
the toasts and of the names of the speak- 
ers: 

“The President of the United States,” 
Judge L. L. Lewis. 

“Virginia,” Governor Charles T. O’Far- 


rall. 

“The National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association,” President C. F. Weller. 

“Our Country,” General Fitzhugh Lee. 

“The Proprietary Association,” Presi- 
dent Thomas Doliber. 

“People and Folks,” M. Carey Peter. 

“Woman,” Dr. J. Allison Hodges. 

“The Press,” John M. Peters. 

When coffee was served, about 9.30 
o’clock, the ladies were assigned seats in 
the gallery facing the speaker’s table and 
at other points from which they could 
hear the speakers. 

At the conclusion of the speaking the 
assembled company sang “Auld Lang 
Syne.” 


NOTES OF THE MEETINGS. 


At the close of the meeting a great many of 
the delegates took the delightful sail down the 
James river to Old Point Comfort, and from 
there returned to New York on the Old Do- 
minion Line steamer Roanoke. 

Commodore Emerson, whose beautiful steam 
yacht Nydia was so freely and generously placed 
at the disposal of the members at Old Point 
Comfort, had quite a thrilling experience while 
returning from the Point to Baltimore. The 
yacht ran into a very severe gale, and the guests, 
including Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett, W. Townley 
Case and W. W. White, were pretty thoroughly 
shaken up before the gale passed over. 

One of the points of interest in Richmond 
which was visited by many of the members was 
Justice John’s court. The Judge is a gentleman 
of the old school and has most unique and or- 
iginal methods of dispensing justice, and has a 
well-defined contempt for that new order of 
things which includes negro lawyers. 

The visit to the field of the Battle of Seven 
Pines on Monday —— was much enjoyed 
by a party of about one hundred, including a 
number of ladies and a very large number of 
camerists. 

On Monday afternoon a_ considerable party 
visited the battlefield of Petersburg, bringin 
away souvenirs of that herd lousht fight. iN 
guide of one of the parties was a soldier bear- 
ing what is no doubt a positively unique scar, 
as it is the result of a wound inflicted by a hot 
flap-jack. The soldier during the war had 
stolen from a neighboring campfire a hot flap- 
jack and secreted it on his person. The owner 
of the flap-jack saw this act of vandalism, and, 

we J the thief around his body, above the 

me held him fast until a burn was 
= uced, the scar of which the old soldier re- 
ers to with honorable pride. 

W. W. White, of Roessler & Hasslacher, was 
the recipient of congratulations of his numerous 
friends at the convention upon his recently an- 
nounced engagement to Miss Emerson, daughter 
of Commodore Emerson of bromo-selzer fame. 

A large number of the visiting delegates to 
the convention consider themselves very much 
indebted to T. A. Miller, president of the State 
Board of Pharmacy, etc., for his ow, and 
kindness. He kept his team busy showing the 
beauty of the city and suburbs to the visitors. 

One of the most graceful courtesies extended 
to the ladies during the convention was the trip 

iven_ by Commodore Emerson of the_Mary- 
and Naval Reserve and proprietor of Bromo- 
Selzer, on his elegant steam yacht “Nydia.” 
There were upwards of fifty in the party. The 
sail was from Old Point Comfort to Norfolk and 
back again. A bounteous and elegant luncheon 
was served — the trip, and Commodore 
Emerson was voted by everyone a perfect host. 


Passed the New York Board. 


At the last examination of the New 
York City Board of Pharmacy, held on 
October 11th, twenty applicants appeared 
for examination, of which the following 
passed: D. C. Eccles, Edwin A. Keefer, 
Gordon L. Lindsay, Tracy B. Plumb, Sig- 
mund Epstein, H. F. Schaafsma, Sig- 
mund Klein and Harry Spriggs. The 
next and last examination meeting of the 
board will be held December 13th, at 9 
a.m 


HERMON W. ATWOOD 
DEAD. 





Hermon W. Atwood, who has con- 
ducted a pharmacy at 846 Broadway, for 
the past thirty years, died at his home, 51 
West Eighty-second street, on the night 
of October 22d, from the effects of a 
stroke of paralysis received on Sunday 
evening. He hada slight stroke on May 
3, but had apparently recovered. Mr. 
Atwood was born at Hartford, Conn., 57 
years ago, and entered the drug business 
as a lad of 16 in that town. Later he 
entered the employ of Dickinson, in 
Brooklyn, and was afterward employed 
by Dr. King in this city. Thirty years 
ago he engaged in business for himself 
at 846 Broadway, where he was conduct- 
ing a store at the time of his death. Some 
twenty years ago he opened a summer 
store at Long Branch and has built up a 
fine business there, though the store was 
kept open only during the summer 
season. 

Mr. Atwood took an active interest in 
college affairs almost from the date of his 
arrival in this city and over 17 years ago 
was elected a trustee of the college, serv- 
ing continuously from that date until the 
last annual election, when he was elected 
second vice-president. Mr. Atwood was 
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a man of most modest demeanor and of a 
rather retiring disposition, but he was en- 
dowed with a strong personality and in- 
defatigable industry and all his great 
abilities were freely devoted to the ad- 
vancement of the best interests of the 
college. 

For the past ten years Mr. Atwood has 
acted as chairman of the Lecture Com- 
mittee, the Commencement Committee 
and of other standing committees of the 
Board of Trustees, and has acted as chair- 
man of a number of special committees, 
carrying out work of the greatest import- 
ance for the college. As chairman of the 
Building Committee he supervised the 
erection of the magnificent new college 
building and as chairman of the Lecture 
Committee was chiefly instrumental in 
securing the present excellent faculty of 
the institution and in laying out the pres- 
ent curriculum of which the college is 
justly proud. Mr. Atwood was a mem- 
ber of both the State and the American 
Pharmaceutical Associations and was a 
trustee and for a long time treasurer of 
the Central Park Presbyterian Church. 
In 1868 he was married to Miss Josephine 
Chamberlain of this city, who died some 
six years since, leaving three unmarried 


daughters, who survive him. The follow- 
ing expressions from a number of gentle- 
men who have been intimately associated 
with Mr. Atwood in his work at the col- 
lege will show the high esteem in which 
his services were held and the warm af- 
fection which his personality inspired. 


Dr. CuHartes Rice—I am shocked to learn 
of his death. By it there is inflicted on the col- 
lege the greatest loss it has suffered for years. 
He has for many years been most active in the 
college and pg 4 to his labors are due the 
high standing of the faculty and the curriculum. 
His business ability has been of inestimable 
value to the institution. He was possessed of a 
strong personality, great vigor and _ decided 
views, but he was always oll to listen to 
argument and yielded gracefully when he 
found himself in the wrong. Having been as- 
sociated with him during the whole of his sev- 
enteen years’ service as_ trustee, I feel his loss 
with such keen personal regret, that I am un- 
able to find suitable words for expressing my 
deep sorrow. 


O. J. Grirrin—During my many years’ con- 
nection with the college, I have found Mr. At- 
wood always at the front when any work was 
to be done, and this unremitting attention to 
work, no doubt has in part contributed to his 
sudden death. It will be oes before his place 
in the college can be filled. 


Pror. Vircit Costentz—By the death of Mr. 
Atwood the college lost one of its most active 
and energetic members. The faculty will cer- 
tainly feel his loss keenly, since through our 
close associations we have learned to prize 
those sterling qualities which were unrivaled 
among his associates. 

Pror. Gro. C. Dieckman—The death of Mr. 
Atwood will be felt as a severe loss by the col- 
lege, as well as the individual members. It 
_ a vacancy which it will require time to 
all. 

Pror. H. H. Russy—Mr. Atwood will be 
missed in the college work, because of the great 
energy and persistent faithfulness which he has 
shewn in all circumstances in promoting it. 
But he will be missed far more in his person- 
ality. The longer anyone knew him, the more 
they esteemed him. Those who esteemed him 
most were his oldest friends, and his death 
brings deep sadness to a wide circle of friends 
and acquaintances. 

SamueL W. Farrcuitp—I feel that in_ the 
death of Mr. Atwood I lose a a friend, for 
whom I had a most sincere friendship and es- 
teem. The College of Pharmacy loses in his 
death, one of its best friends. is work in the 
college in the past is too well known to need 
from me any praise. He was always on hand, 
and as chairman of the Lecture Committee a 
mest important work fell upon his shoulders, 
and was always well performed. The news 
comes with such a shock that I have not had 
one moment to give the proper thought to this 
expression of my most sincere regret and real 
sorrow at the loss of a dear friend. 


SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL IN- 
, DUSTRY. 


First Meeting of the Session Well 
Attended and Valuable Papers 
Presented. 


The opening meeting of the session of 
1897-8 of the New York section of the 
Society of Chemical Industry took place 
on Friday evening, October 22d, at the 
New York College of Pharmacy, 115 
West Sixty-eighth street. The attend- 
ance was large, and many members of 
the American Chemical Society were 
present to take part in the discussions. 
The first paper of the evening was by 
S. B. & W. B. Newberry on “Constitu- 
tion of Hydraulic Cements.” The paper 
was one of the highest interest to manu- 
facturers. The author had conducted a 
long series of experiments with a view of 
determining the hydraulic properties of 
different oxides. Some authorities had 














AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 265 


declared iron oxide to possess no hy- 
draulic properties when used as an in- 
gredient in hydraulic cements, but the 
author had succeeded in producing a very 
satisfactory cement by substituting Fe O, 
for Al, Os. Magnesia, he said, was a 
troublesome factor, and as little as 4 per 
cent of it frequently caused crumbling in 
the finished cement. Cements contain- 
ing 8 per cent of magnesia usually go to 
pieces. The paper elicited an interest- 
ing discussion, which was participated in 
by a number of the members who are en- 
gaged in the cement industry as chemists. 
£. H. Hurry, of the Atlas Cement Co., 
said that the series of experiments con- 
ducted by Dr. Newberry were just what 
cement manufacturers had long wanted 
and he had nothing but praise for the 
paper. Dr. C. F. McKenna, the treas- 
urer of the American Chemical Society, 
also testified as to the value of the ex- 
periments carried on by Dr. Newberry. 
He made the interesting observation that 
cements containing 4 per cent magnesia 
usually remained sound in sea water. Dr. 
Shieffelin asked if the author in his ex- 
periments with dolomite lime had allowed 
sufficient Si for the magnesia present. 
Dr. Newberry said he had not; on the 
contrary, he had found it best to con- 
sider the magnesia as an absent factor. 
Clifford Richardson, the well-known as- 
phalt cement expert, discussed the paper 
and contributed some interesting obser- 
vations. He rather disagreed with the 
author as to certain of his conclusions 
regarding the role played by magnesia in 
cements. 

He instanced a large number of cem- 
ents manufactured in the West, some of 
which contained as much as 18 per cent 
of magnesia. Maximillian Toch called 
attention to the formation in the cement 
facings of buildings of soluble salts. One 
cement used in dressing a building he 
found contained calcium oxalate and he 
was unable to account for its presence. 
Magnesium sulphate, which frequently 
forms on the surface of cement, could be 
accounted for by the presence of barytes 
in the coal. After considerable investi- 
gation he came to the conclusion that the 
formation of calcium oxalate was due to 
the synthetic action of a micro-organism 
—the penicillium  glaucum. Another 
micro-organism which frequently proved 
a source of trouble was the protococcus 
viride. These observations of Dr. Toch 
appeared to startle some of the members 
as pointing to a cause for the formation 
of soluble salts, which had not before oc- 
curred to them. His statements were, 
however, allowed to remain unquestioned, 
the members doubtless considering them 
too speculative for serious attention. 

The next paper was by J. Prochazka, 
“On the Estimation of Small Amounts 
of Alpha in Beta-Naphtol.” The method 
was based on the property of alpha-naph- 
tol of combining with diazo compounds 
to form soluble bodies. The addition of 
diazo-naphthylamic-sulphonic acid to a 
mixture containing alpha-naphtol re- 
sulted in a formation of a soluble body, 
which did not occur with a pure prepara- 
tion. The author’s paper proved an em- 
inently practical one to the chemists 
present, but we fear that the polysyllabic 
character of the nomenclature employed 
in designating the reagents will debar the 
use of the process by pharmacists. It 
was considered a gratifying indication 
that beta-naphtol can be obtained in 
commerce free from any contamination 
of alpha-naphtol. Dr. Endemann testi- 
fied that he had used the method de- 


scribed by Dr. Prochazka and found it to 
work very well. 

Owing to the absence of Drs. Summers 
and Twitchell, the papers submitted by 
them were not read. Dr. Schweitzer 
then announced a paper on “A New 
Chrome Mordant for Animal Fibres,” 
which was down on the agenda as his 
own work. The inventor of the process 
happened, however, to be among the 
audience, and the secretary invited him 
to report his discovery in person. 

Dr. Otto P. Amend recited the names 
of the different chemicals used by dyers 
as mordants, and referred particularly to 
the growing use of lactic acid in this 
country as a mordant. He spoke of the 
process, which has come into use of late 
in Germany, where a combination of lac- 
tic acid and potassium bichromate was 
used. A solution of potassium bichro- 
mate is first decomposed with sulphuric 
acid, and this in turn is precipitated with 
lactic acid to yield chromium oxide in 
solution. This forms the mordant used 
by German dyers. The author’s idea was 
to combine the chromium directly with 
the fibre, and he has found that chromic 
acid combines with wool to form a new 
chemical compound which he terms “bi- 
chromate of wool.” <A solution contain- 
ing one-thirtieth of 1 per cent of 
chromic acid was found sufficiently strong 
to act on the fibre. The new process 
was warmly commended by Dr. Schweit- 
zer, who went so far as to say it would re- 
volutionize the dye industry. This termin- 
ated the proceedings, and the section ad- 
journed, to meet next month in the Have- 
meyer laboratories in Columbia Univer- 
sity on Morningside Heights. 





The Death of Mr. Alsberg. 


At the last meeting of the Committee 
of the-New York Section of the Society 
of Chemical Industry, the following reso- 
lutions were entered upon the minutes: 


“The committee of the New York Section of 
the Society of Chemical Industry learn with 
sorrow of the recent death of our friend and fel- 
low member of this committee, Meinhard Als- 
berg, who has been a valued member of the so- 
ciety since its foundation and of the committee 
for a number of years. 

“Our intercourse with him has been of the 
most pleasant character, he being ever ready to 
advise or assist his fellow members in any way 
in his power. 

“As a chemist he was most skilled, and as a 
business man his reputation was exemplary in 
the highest degree. 

“Resolved, That we communicate to the family 
of our deceased fellow member, and to his busi- 
ness associates, our sincere sympathy in their 
bereavement. 

“Resolved, That this expression of our regard 


and sympathy appear in full in our minutes. 


The Proposed Chemical Club. 


The prospects for the organization of a 
chemical club are not bright. Readers 
of the AMERICAN Drucartst will recall the 
efforts made last year by Drs. Breneman 
and McMurtrie to effect an organization 
among technical, analytical and manufac- 
turing chemists, with a view to secure 
suitable quarters for such a club. The re- 
sult of a good deal of time and thought 
spent upon the matter was that there was 
not a sufficient response to warrant the 
original movers in going ahead on the 
plan proposed. The idea was to have a 


professional club with a house of its own 
uptown as arendezvous for all interested 
in chemistry, and a place for holding 
chemical meetings. The project now has 
been practically abandoned as unfeasible. 


American Chemical Society Elects 
Officers. 


The result of the election of officers of 
the New York Section of the American 
Chemical Society for the ensuing year, 
held October 15th, was as follows: Dr. 
William McMurtie, chairman; Dr. Dur- 
and Woodman, secretary and treasurer; 
Drs. €. A. Doremus, A. C. Hale and A. 
A. Breneman, executive committee; Dr. 
McMutrtrie, C. F. McKenna and Marston 
T. Bogert, delegates to the Scientific Al- 
liance of New York. 

A paper was read by Professor P. C. 
Mcllhiney on “Some Experiments in 
Thermo-Electric Pyrometry,”’ in which a 
very inexpensive form of electric pyro- 
meter was described, and directions given 
for its working and arrangement. 

Dr. McMurtrie made an address on 
“Recent Progress in Industrial Chemis- 
try,’ after which a vote of thanks was 
unanimously passed to him in recognition 
of his arduous labors in connection with 
the welfare of the local section. 





Fire in the Drug District. 


An outbreak of fire in the essential oil 
and cubeb cigarette warehouse of James 
B. Horner & Co., 3 Platt street, on Wed- 
nesday, October 20th, gutted the build- 
ing and did damage to the extent of near- 
ly $250,000. The warehouses of Hagerty 
Brothers, 5 Platt street, and David E. 
Green, 1 Platt street, which adjoin Hor- 
ner’s warehouse, were greatly damaged 
by water. 

David E. Green & Co. are importers 
and exporters of gums, while Hagerty 
Brothers are dealers in druggists’ glass- 
ware. David E. Green & Co. suffered a 
loss of $40,000, and Hagerty Brothers 
$20,000. All losses are fully covered by 
insurance. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 





Continued Improvement in Business. 


BuFrFALo, Oct. 22.—There is a better 
feeling in the drug trade. September was 
a good month and October has continued 
the improvement. There seems to be no 
special reason for the change for the bet- 
ter beyond the general up-turn in busi- 
ness, which is now becoming very mark- 
ed, and as no new inroads have been made 
this season on the local drug stores by 
department establishments and grocers, 
the druggists may be set down as again 
making money in a moderate fashion., 


Officers of the Erie County Association. 


The Erie County Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation at the annual meeting elected the 
following officers for the ensuing year: 
President, Hugh A. Sloan; first vice-pres- 
ident, Henry S. Rider; second vice-presi- 
dent, John Tilma;_ secretary, M. 
Lockie; treasurer, E. J. Liebetrut; trus- 
tees, one year, Willis G. Gregory; two 
years,C. A. Dimond; three years, Thomas 
Stoddart; four years, George Reimann; 
five years, C. N. Riggs. This body does 
efficient work, but largely as a reserve 
force. When there is nothing of a dis- 
turbing nature in the trade no meetings 
are held, but the association has time and 
again shown its efficiency in a fight 
against abuse, or as a general rallying 
point for any sort of an emergency. 

The Erie County Board of Pharmacy 
at its second October meeting granted as- 
sistant’s licenses to Henry H. Ramage 


I eI S 


Se eae eT 








= oe EE ee a 














266 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


and William H. Andrew. Mr. Andrew 
will enter the employ of R. K. Smither. 


Activity of the Board. 


The board is making a very careful in- 
spection of the stores of the county for 
the purpose of discovering whether the 
old abuse of running them off and on 
with no-license clerks continues. The 
finding is quite satisfactory. There are 
a number of one-license stores, but as a 
rule they are managed as nearly under 
the rules as possible. The report of one 
proprietor, which has been corroborated 
by outsiders, is interesting as showing 
the overwork most druggists will sustain 
in order to remain in the business. This 
druggist stated that he rose at 5:30 and 
took an hour or so on his wheel, being 
ready to open the store at 7. After 
that he took but 20 minutes off at noon 
and evening for meals. Whenever he 
was off for half a day he employed a re- 
lief clerk. 

The board had a number of possible de- 
linquents of this sort on its list, but found 
in some cases the relief clerk had not been 
reported; some establishments with more 
than one licensed clerk had failed to re- 
port but one, so that a summons before 
the board and an explanation was usually 
the extent of the inquiry. The list has 
now been pretty well exhausted. 


News of the Trade. 


The fire that destroyed nearly the whole of 
Austin, Pa., also swept away Helwig’s drug 
store. It occurred on the 4th. 


The big Mathieson Alkali Works at Niagara 
Falls, which gets its power from the tunnel, has 
started operation. The business is the manu- 
facture of caustic soda and bleaching powder. 


David M. Cowan, of the wholesale firm of 
Plimpton, Cowan & Co., has gone South, and 
will attend the meeting of the National Whole- 
sale Druggists’ Association at Richmond, Va. 


Frank A. Weed, who so well represents Whit- 
all, Tatum & Co. in the sale of glassware and 
druggists’ sundries, spent some days in Buf- 
falo lately, and everywhere met with his former 
success as a salesman. 


Alderman James Mahoney, of Niagara Falls, 
has bought the Philpot drug store there, and 
will restock it and make numerous improve- 
ments. He has long been a leading Democratic 
politician there, but is expected to drop politics 
now. ° 


Notices are received of the intended visit of 
a month’s duration of Dr. C. W. Hanford, who 
is introducing ‘‘Nutrose” for Victor Kocchl & 
Co., perhaps best known here as the introducers 
of antitoxine in America. Dr. Hanford is 
— known here and will be welcomed every- 
where. 


Dr. R. V. Pierce, of the World’s Dispensary 
Medical Institute, Buffalo, is still enjoying life 
in spite of business. He has a new horseless car- 
riage, the only one in the city, and has ordered 
a house-boat built for him in Florida, which will 
be ready when he gets down there this winter. 
It is to be an elaborate affair. 


E. R. Grant, a morphine fiend from Ithaca, 
has _ been victimizing the doctors and druggists 
of Batavia by asking them to assist in treatment 
of his case that would tend to cure him. In 
this way he obtained an abundance of hypoder- 
mic injections. He had no money, but told of 
large amounts of money to come to him in a 
few days. He went the rounds and was at last 
set down as a dead-beat and dropped. 


Clinton Pharmaceutical Co. Enter- 
tain the Syracuse Druggists’ Assn. 


Each of the druggists who attended the 
Syracuse Druggists’ Association clam- 
bake, held at Kirk Park, Syracuse, on 
October 5th, was presented with a minia- 
ture bottle containing pepsin, and 
labeled to be taken at the close of the 
bake. This piece of foresight undoubted- 
ly saved any serious results following the 
wholesale demolishment of clams, 


chicken, green corn, bluefish, lobsters 
and sweet and common potatoes. | The 
bake was a success in every particular. 

Previous to taking places at the tables 
the druggists and their friends were 
photographed in a group. After-dinner 
impromptu addresses were made and a 
general good time enjoyed. 

Among those present were the follow- 
ing: 

J. Le Roy Webber, A. W. Fay, Charles N. 
Pierce, James K. McGuire, F. E. Champlin, Ww. 
W. Jones of Detroit, P. H. Reifert, Walter 3. 
Coleman, Bruce R. Burdick, Harry H. Marble, 
Neil J. Weston, Willis Thompson, Charles 
Heyne, G. B. Hubbard, Louis J. Barker, W. I. 
Smith, L. B. Farrington, J. A. Mortimore, G. 
D. Kirtland, J. M. Turner, W. W. Hickock, J. 
B. Booth, Adam H. Miller, Gustav A. Heyne, 
J. F. Kincaid, O. Perry, Elmer J. Le Fevre, - 
C. Auchampaugh, Edmund L. Weston, W. 
Fuller, Donald Dey, se Marsellus, Rufus E. 
Smith, Albert C. Fis , A. W. Beach, Thomas 
W. Dalton, W. B. Bissell, W. D. Hawley, John 
C. Bowe, F. P. Adams, Dawson, Jr., F. 
. Stewart, F. B. Sherman, F. J. Nye, F. P. 
Jinkston, George B. McLeod, Captain Thomas 
W. Quigley, A. E. Oberlander, G. H. Fuller of 
Pulaski, William Muench, Charles Hubbard, as 
Miles Cummings, F. J. Brodick, Elbert PS Gal- 
loway, Ross N. McLoud, Charles G. McElwain, 
E. B. Covert, H. G. La Vallee, George C. Han- 
ford, Harry Silverman, W. A. Ellis, George E. 
Thorpe and W. J. Wilds. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Preparing for Hot Soda Season. 


PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 21.—Many of the 
druggists in this city some time ago made 
arrangements for introducing a hot water 
system at their soda water fountain, so 
that when cold weather came hot drinks 
could be dispensed as well as cold ones. 
The hot spell of a few weeks ago caused 
a halt in the improvements, but the sud- 
den drop in the temperature last week 
caught the druggists unawares, and there 
was quite a demand made upon the plum- 
bers to speedily finish their work. 


Hot Soda Grows in Popularity. 


For some years past there has been a 
decided gain in the number of drug stores 
that sell hot and cold soda and this year 
it looks as if nearly all kinds of hot drinks 
can be had for the asking. 

A well-known druggist said recently 
that while in some cases there was not 
much profit in the dispensing of soda 
water alone, it was, however, an attraction 
and brought trade to the store. Many of 
the drug stores are now in competition 
with the dry goods houses who have had 
erected in their stores soda water foun- 
tains on a much larger scale than those 
usually operated by the average druggist. 
As has always been the case the outsider 
generally starts in to cut prices and this 
the dry goods stores have done in regards 
to soda water. For years past ice cream 
soda brought ten cents a glass, but 
owing to the competition it can now be 
had for five cents in nearly all stores and 
in some dry goods houses it is given away 
as an inducement to secure the good will 
of prospective customers. The people, 
however, are beginning to realize that the 
cheap article is not what it is claimed to 
be and that the druggist knows more 
about the syrups and the mixing of the 
drinks than the man who sells ribbons 
and canton flannels. 





Alumni Association Changes Its Plans, 


Owing to the additional term required 
of those who are desirous of having a 
diploma of the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy, most of the afternoon is taken 
up with lectures, so much so, indeed, that 


the alumni association has deemed it ex- 
pedient to change its social meetings to 
the evenings. The first session was held 
on Thursday evening, October 21st, and 
was quite a success. Professor Kraemer 
was present and he was welcomed by a 
large number of old-time college friends, 
as well as many of the students. It is 
the intention of the committee having 
these meetings in charge to make them 
more attractive than ever. During the 
coming season there is hardly any doubt 
but that many an enjoyable evening will 
be made for those who like social amuse- 
ment of this kind. 


Proposed Industrial Exhibition. 


At a private dinner given in this city a 
few days ago the feasibility of having an 
industrial exhibition next year was dis- 
cussed. There were present gentlemen 
who represented the leading industries in 
this city and they were very enthusiastic 
over the holding of such an exhibition. 
The Philadelphia Commercial Museum is 
the father of this scheme and this body is 
now endeavoring to get the consent of all 
the principal trade associations to enter 
into harmony with the ideas submitted at 
the dinner. At a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Philadelphia Drug Ex- 
change, held on October 18th, this sub- 
ject was brought up, and the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted and 
they were ordered to be submitted to the 
Board of, Trustees of the Philadelphia 
Commercial Museum: 

Whereas, The Philadelphia Commercial Muse- 
ums and the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia 
have under consideration the matter of holding, 
jointly, an exhibition of the manufactures and 
products of the United States in this city, in Oc- 
tober, 1898, at a time corresponding with the 
annual ag sng of the International Advisory 
— of the Commercial Museums; therefore, 

e it 

Resolved, That the Board of Directors of the 
Philadelphia Drug Exchange heartily commends 
to its members and the public the favorable 
consideration of the proposed exhibition as be- 
ing, from every business standpoint, eminently 
desirable and worthy of the intelligent and en- 
terprising community which gave life, support 
and success to the great American Centennial 
Exposition in 1876. 


OHIO. 





Mr. Fraser in Cincinnati. 


CincinnatTl, O., Oct. 20.—Horatio N. 
Fraser, of the Fraser Tablet Triturate Mfg. 
Co., of New York, whose charges of at- 
tempted blackmail caused ex-Health Off- 
cer Prendergast to flee to Canada, and 
through whom Dr. Limerick was con- 
victed—a conviction subsequently re- 
versed—arrived in Cincinnati last Mon- 
day and called upon County Prosecutor 
John C. Schwartz. “My call upon Mr. 
Schwartz,” said he, “was merely a friend- 
ly one, and I am not interested in Pren- 
dergast’s prosecution in any other way 
than as a witness. There is no truth in 
the rumor that the Fraser Tablet Co. will 
restore Dr. Limerick to his former po- 
sition as our local agent in the event that 
the prosecution of his case is dropped. I 
am at the call of your Prosecutor when- 
ever he shall call me from New York. I 
have been approached by Prendergast’s 
and Limerick’s attorneys, but have not 
even treated with them. I noticed in a 
Cincinnati paper a short time ago that 
Prendergast was in Europe. At the time 
when he was alleged to have been seen 
in London, I was myself in that city.” 
While in the city Mr. Fraser stopped at 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 267 


the St. Nicholas Hotel, A number of prom- 
inent physicians called on him during his 
stay in the city. It was rumored around 
town that Limerick was quietly working 
for the Fraser Co. again, but the above 
interview with Mr. Fraser puts the lie to 
the stories. A short time ago it was 
stated here that Prendergast had written 
a letter to a friend in this city that he in- 
tended to come back here soon and stand 
trial for the offense charged against him. 
He has not returned, however, and his at- 
torney says that he has heard nothing 
from him. Limerick’s case will come up 
again at the next term of court, and specu- 
lation is rife as to what will be the out- 
come of the case. 


Dr. Dickinson at the Head of a New 
Company. 


Dr. A. E. Dickinson has resigned as 
manager of the department of digestive 
ferments of Parke, Davis & Co., of De- 
troit, and has organized a new incorpora- 
tion under the name of the Dickinson 
Chemical Co., with a capital of $50,000, 
and proposes soon to enter upon the 
manufacture of a line of pharmaceutical 
specialties of his origination. We 
are advised that the subscribers to the 
capital stock of Dr. Dickinson’s enter- 
prise are well known and respected in the 
business world and sufficient capital for 
the requisites of the business will be at 
hand as occasion may require. 


Rival Schools of Pharmacy. 


MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 18.—A considerable 
amount of controversy. has been stirred 
up by local pharmacists in regard to L. A. 
Harding, the retiring member of the State 
Board of Pharmaey. It is claimed that 
his degrees from German universities are 
not genuine. He is a director of a school 
of pharmacy in St. Paul in opposition to 
all others, including the State University, 
and it is regarded asa breach of propriety, 
at least, to be the manager of a school 
whose students must pass an examination 
before the board of which he is a mem- 
ber. His friends attribute the agitation 
to jealousy on the part of the head of a 
rival school in Minneapolis, and state that 
he does not desire re-appointment on the 
Board of Pharmacy, nor does the Gover- 
nor contemplate such a step. Mr. Hard- 
ing is a graduate of the National Institute 
of Pharmacy at Chicago. 


Among the changes in drug stores and dis- 
solutions of partnerships in the northwest will 
be noted: songs Richardson, successor to 
Schlumberger & Richardson, at Denison, Iowa; 
Dr. James McPeek, withdrawn from McPeek & 
Eichinger, at Canby, Minn.; F. A. Groezinger 
& Co., of LaCrosse,Wis., have sold out to H. L. 
Partridge; olihan has bought ‘Corner 
Drug Store,” at Sheldon, Iowa; G. B. Enos and 
Willard Underwood have _ purchased South 
Shore, S. D., drug store; William Stark, suc- 
cessor to John Moody; John Peterson & Co., 
Milaca (Minn.) Pharmacy; David May, half in- 
terest in Park drug store at Charles City, Iowa; 
A. C. Conger succeeds F. S. Catlin & Co., at 
Waterloo, Iowa; William McCuaig entered part- 
nership with W. M. Bright, at Princeton, Minn.; 
F. B. Collins & Co. succeed Hellickson 
at Caledonia, Minn.; O. P. Fossom sold to Mr. 
Hanson at Northwood, Iowa; H. B. Adams has 
bought L. A. Fisher’s store at .West Union, 
Iowa; U. E. McDermott, successor to D. M. 
Hawes & Co., Summit, S. D.; George Kelsey, of 
Bottineau, N. D., has sold to M. +3 Moen; S. 
S. Dean, Sheldon, Iowa, bought J. H. Holihan 
stock; H. H. Sabin, J. J. Deertz withdraw from 
Sabin & Sabin, at Fargo, N. D.; C. C. Reinert 
& Co. succeed G. B. Baker at South English, 
Iowa; D. Dooley bought a store at Green Isle, 
Minn.; Frank Willis has bought out his brother 
Arthur at Perry, Iowa., and Charles J. Thomas 
assumes control of Thomas & Heater’s store. 
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Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


NEw YORK, OCTOBER 23, 1897. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that 
higher prices are paid for retail lots. The quality of 
goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 

RADE in the different departments 
of Drugs, Dyestuffs and Chemicals 
has been of somewhat smaller vol- 

ume during the period under review, but 
inquiry from interior points continues sat- 
isfactory, and jobbers appear to be get- 
ting a fair share of business. The de- 
mand upon the manufacturers from job- 
bers has been up to the average of cor- 
responding periods of previous years, 
the only complaint expressed being in re- 
gard to the volume of individual selec- 
tions, there being less inquiry of a specu- 
lative character than has been experi- 
enced for several months past. The les- 
sened interest in quantity purchases is at- 
tributed to the absence of many of the 
large dealers at the Richmond meeting 
of the. National organization of wholesal- 
ers. The next fortnight should bring a 
brisk demand, as the advancing season al- 
ways has a stimulating action upon the 
trade. Purchases for fall and winter use 
are requirements of the period, and the 
market will undoubtedly assume a brisk 
appearance, and values will be given a 
stronger tendency during the next few 
days. Price changes during the interval 
have been toward a higher range, in most 
instances, though we note a few declines, 
as in the case of balsams Peru and tolu, 
chicle and vanilla beans. Advances, or a 
hardening tendency, are noted in caffeine, 
cod liver oil, ergot, buchu leaves,menthol, 
golden seal and senega. 
DRUGS. 
: Acetanilid continues to offer freely, and 


is passing out, in fair bulk, into channels 
of consumption at the range of 30c. to 32c. 

Arnica Flowers continue in demand, and 
sales are making at the range of 64c. to 
7c., with a firm tone noticeable. 


Balsams.—Copaiba is held at 36c. to 
38c., and 40 to 45c. for Central American 
and Para, respectively, with a fair job- 
bing distribution at this range. Fir, 
Canada, is well sustained at $1.70 to $1.75, 
with sales within this range. Tolu is 
rather neglected at the moment and val- 
ues are easier, with 45c. quoted. Peru 
has arrived in fair quantity, and the of- 
ferings are freer, with $1.90 accepted in 


some instances for large bulk, though 
$1.95 is the common quotation. 

Barks.—Cascara sagrada is inquired for 
to some extent, and we hear of some 
sales passing at 38}c. to 44c. Cascarilla 
offers at 74c., with a fair movement, and 
elm is steady at 10c. to 12c. Soap has 
sold fairly in the interval, and with the 
available supply somewhat limited and 
concentrated; 8c. is asked. 


Buchu Leaves have been in active re- 
quest and short continue firm at the re- 
cent advance to 18c. to 22c.; long held at 
18c. to 20c. 


Cantharides is without change, so far as 
price is concerned, but there has been a 
fair movement, and the article is well sus- 
tained at the range of 33c. to 35c. for 
Chinese and 50c. to 55c. for Russian. 


Cod Liver Oil develops increasing firm- 
ness, though no positive change in price 
is to be noted. Supplies of Norwegian 
are offered sparingly at $23, our inside 
quotation. Supplies from primary points 
are coming forward very slowly, and all 
indications point to an early advance, for 
which our readers*would do well to be 
prepared. 

Chamomile Flowers continue in firm po- 
sition with an improved demand, though 
without any quotable change in price. 


Castor Oil appears to be well sustained 
at the recent advance, though the de 
mand momentarily is limited. Manufac- 
turers quote 13c. to 134c. for medicinal, as 
to quantity. 

Cinchonidine Sulphate continues in de- 
mand and firm, with recent sales at 16c. 
The present tendency of the article is, de- 
cidedly upward, and manufacturers are 
expected to shortly advance their prices. 


Caffeine has been sold in a speculative 
way to some extent of late, and second- 
hands are under-selling manufacturers to 
the extent of, say, 5c., the range being 
$4.90 to $5. 

_ Ergot has improved materially in posi- 
tion since our last, owing to a scarcity 
here and limited offering from primary 
sources. For German holders now ask 
23c. to 25c., while Spanish do not offer 
below 20c., the range being 20c. to 25c., 
as to quantity and quality. 


Juniper Berries are finding sale in small 
quantities at 2%c. to 2kec. 


Manna is in improved position, though 
no change in prices has taken place. 
Large flake held at 50c. to 55c., and small 
flake 25c. to 28c. 
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Menthol, Japanese, has hardened con- 
siderably in the foreign market, and 
prices here have advanced, though not 
quite to the range of import cost. Sales 
have been made the past week at $2.30 to 
$2.35, and the tendency is still higher. 

Opium has developed no further activ- 
ity, but values continue firm, holders now 
asking $2.70 for single cases. Notwith- 
standing the fact that import cost is still 
comparatively higher than the prices rul- 
ing here for spot goods, buyers and hold- 
ers are yet apart in their ideas, and sales 
are restricted to some extent in conse- 
quence. For broken packages $2.75 is 
asked, with a fair business doing at this 


quotation; powdered is jobbing at $3.40- 


to $3.60. 

Quinine has not changed during the in- 
terval, either in respect to price or de- 
mand. Inactivity characterizes the mar- 
ket, and the indications are that the job- 
bing and consuming trade are well sup- 
plied. No disposition to urge the distri- 
bution is noticed in any quarter, and 
bulk is held at 28c. to 3c. 

Senna continues firm, and the demand 
for the two varieties is fairly active. 
Alexandria natural quoted 10c. to I16c. 
and Tinivelly 5c. to 12c; siftings, Tc. 
to &c. 

Vanilla Beans are offered with more 
freedom, and Mexican cut has changed 
during the interval at $9.25. 


DYESTUFFS. 


Aniline Oil is in better supply and of- 
fers more freely, with the range at 14c. 
to lic. Salt is firmer without, however, 
any quotable change in price. 


Gambier remains quiet, with sellers of 
spot stock at 3.124c. to 3.15c. for steamer 
and 3.25c. to 3.30c. for sale importation, 
and the tone of the market is weak. 


Nutgalls, Aleppo, are developing a 
firmer tendency owing to a higher range 
in the foreign market and light stocks 
here; quoted, 13c. to 14c. 

CHEMICALS. 

Alum is maintained:firmly at $1.65 to 
$1.75 for lump and ground, with a fair 
demand experienced. 


Blue Vitriol continues firm and in de- 
mand, with 3gc. asked for prime quality 
in car-load lots. 


Borax continues in strong position wjth 
deliveries coming forward very slowly; 
fair-sized lots of refined in barrels have 
changed hands in the interval to 6c. 
to 64c. 

Chlorate Potash is without quotable 
change. Manufacturers are supplying 
the wants of the trade at 9%c. to 9$c. for 
crystals and 94c. to 10c. for powdered. 

Nitrate Soda is a trifle unsettled, with 
1.624c. to 1.65c. common quotations on 
round lots, though this figure is being 
shaded in some instances, it is said, by 
some holders. 

_ Oxalic Acid continues quiet and a fair 
jobbing business is passing at 7}c. to The. 

Tartaric Acid has developed no special 
activity since our last, and there is little 
change to report either as regards price 
or demand. Manufacturers report crys- 
tals at 3lic. to 32$c., and powdered at 
32c. to 33c. 

ESSENTIAL OILA&. 


Anise is without ae change. The 
demand momentarily is limited to small 
jobbing parcels for which $2.10 to $2.15 
is asked. 


Citronella is easier and offerings are 
freer, with native in drums quoted 29c. 
to 30c.; cans, 3lc. to 32c. 


Clove has developed greater firmness 
and prices have advanced, 50c. being now 
generally quoted, with 47}c. the strictly 
inside rate. 


Peppermint is dull and neglected. Sup- 
plies are coming forward freely, but buy- 
ers and holders are yet apart in their 
ideas, and the jobbing range is as prev- 
iously quoted. 

GUMS. 


Aloes, Curacoa, is developing a firmer 
tendency and an advance is asked in 
most instances. The inside price for 
round lots is quoted at 2}c. with 3c. more 
generally asked. 


Asafetida continues in fair demand, 
with the sales at 16c. to 18c. 


Chicle is in good supply and values are 
easier, with 29c. to 30c. common quota- 
tion. 


Kino continues extremely scarce and 
$3 is the lowest quotation made. 


ROOTS. 


Aconite, Belladonna, Calamus and Co- 
lumba are without special change; sales at 
quotations. 


Gentian continues in demand and firmer 
with 64c. now named as the inside quo- 
tation. 


Golden Seal is practically out of the 
market and for the small available supply 
fancy prices are asked, as much as 75dc. 
being named by holders. 


Jalap has improved slightly, and sellers 
generally ask Ilc. to 12c. 


_ Mandrake is quiet, with holders quot- 
ing 44c. to 54c. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, continues in fair 
export demand at 5c. to 5c. 

Snake is quiet, but firm, at 17c. to 20c. 

Senega continues in demand and firm 
at a slight advance over previous quota- 
tions; holders ask 26c. 


SEEDS. 


Celery has hardened to some extent in 
sympathy with the firmer position of the 
article in the foreign market, and 7ic. is 
the common quotation for spot supplies. 


Rape is firmer at 3}c. to 3hc. The cost 
to import is nearly on a par with these 
figures. 


_ We have nothing new to report in med- 
icinal seeds. Prices are quoted un- 
changed, and the demand does not rise 
above jobbing proportions. 


“"Ware, Smokers.” 


A_ Paris correspondent of To-Day 
sandwiches the following warning be- 
tween whisky and cigarette advertise- 
ments: 

There are microbes in amber—at least, so M. 
Beauregard tells the French Institute. So far, 
he has not found any in yellow amber, but the 
ambergris he declares to be nothing more nor 
less than an annual meeting place for every 
numbered and catalogued microbe. They make 
some funny discoveries, do these scientists. 


Not so funny as paragraphists’ dis- 
coveries, however. We may hear more 
about this one of To-Day’s correspondent, 
which would interest the public more than 
the truth of the matter, which is that there 
is abundance of micro-organisms in am- 
bergris.—Chemist and Druggist. 


A Voyage Round the World. 


It was just sixty years ago that Thos. 
Leeming, of Thos. Leeming & Co., took 
his first ocean voyage, for it was then that 
he sailed from England to Montreal with 
his father, who established there in con- 
junction with his brother the house of 
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Joseph and John Leeming, : 
: Importers and Wholesale Dealers in : 
: British Manufactured Goods. 3 
: St. Paul St., three doors from Baker’s : 
4 Hotel, Montreal. : 


as their card reads. He has since crossed 
the ocean some forty times in furthering 
the large business interests of the house 
of which he is now the head. In about 
a fortnight he will execute a long-cher- 
ished plan and sail for a journey round 
the world. He will sail direct for Gib- 
raltar, going thence to Naples, the Italian 
Alps, Brindisi, Alexandria, Suez, Aden, 
Ceylon, Madras, Singapore, Hong-Kong, 
Yokahama, and thence back to the 
United States. In India he will spend six 
weeks or so and will devote two months 
to Japan. Mrs. Leeming will accompany 
him, as will the good wishes of his nu- 
merous friends in the drug trade. 


Washington State Druggists Meet. 


The eighth annual meeting of the 
Washington State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation was convened in Seattle, for a 
three days’ session, on the afternoon of 
September 20th. The attendance was 
large and thoroughly representative. 
Papers were read by several of the mem- 
bers, Dr. E. Bolimk, of Seattle, contribut-. 
ing an interesting communication on the 
life of a pharmacist. The differences be- 
tween the State Board “of Pharmacy and 
the Regents of the University, as to a re- 
cognition of graduates, were adjusted at 
this meeting by readopting the five-year 
course. 

The following officers were elected to 
serve during the ensuing year: President, 
I. Korn, of Seattle; first vice-president, 
David Wall, of Vancouver; second vice- 
president, W. R. Pratt, of Everett; third 
vice-president, J. H. Day, of Dayton: 
secretary, Walter St. John, of Ta- 
coma; treasurer, Robert Marr, of 
Olympia. Executive Committee, in 
addition to the above, who are ex- 
officio’ members of the Executive Com- 
mittee, W. P. Bonney, Eugene Wyncoop, 
H. P. Kennedy, J. R. Evans, J. W. Quilt. 
W. E. Root, A. E. Holland and J. 
Schlumpf. 


Maine Commission of Pharmacy. 


At the October meeting of the Mainc 
Commission of Pharmacy the successful 
applicants for registry were as follows: 
John M. Shaw, Portland; Verson D. 
Coombs, Bowdoin; S. C. Pinkham, Au- 
gusta; Ernest P. Parlin, Farmington: 
Weldon E. Tibbetts, Calais; Jacob Mabee, 
Eastport; Edward W. Hodgdon, Bangor: 
Herbert L. Taylor, Portsmouth, N. H., 
and a certificate of “qualified assistant” 
was granted E. A. Dudley, Monmouth, 
Maine. The next meeting will be held 
in Portland, Maine, Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 8, 1897, in city hall building, at 9 a. m. 


Cannot something be done to induce 
wholesale and retail druggists to refrain 
from handling certain disreputable goods? 
—C. E. Corcoran. 
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$5 GIVEN AWAY! 


READ FOOT NOTE AT BOTTOM OF PAGE. 


“IT WILL CLEAN AND SHINE AT THE SAME TIME.” 















IT’S GREAT! 
IT’S WONDERFUL!! 
IT DOES THE WORK!!! 


THE 


MAGIC ELECTRIC 
POLISHING CLOTH 


IT Polishes Metals instantly. DIRECTIONS, 
IT Polishes Silverware and Jewelry, without scratch- To polish ony metal or glassware, or furniture, simply rub 
ing or marring instantly. the *SHY-NALL” briskly over the surface of article and a 
Z beautiful lustre appears. 








IT Polishes Cut-Glassware like diamonds ! To clean windows, rub briskly over the glass. Should an 
IT Polishes all Glassware without soap or water. dirt refuse to disappear, breathe on glass and rub again with 
It is great for Tinware! he clean any metal that is very dark, dirty or 

b4 “ce ” 4 - a] 

Nothin on earth can equal SHY-NALL”’ for tarnished, that will not prow Fo with dry cloth, dampen one end 
polishing all nickel surfaces. of * raphe with vinegar, wots of sieakel, and on 

article to be polished, then use dry “ - ” to polish. 
IT IS A BOON TO BICYCLISTS! It will not injure the finest jewelry or silverware or iurni- 

IT Polishes Furniture to look like new. — 

IT will clean the dirtiest window without soap or ““SHY-NALIL,”’ is entirely original, being made 
water. Nothing to equal ‘“‘SHY-NALL”’ for by a new electric process, and is as superior to 
polishing jewelry. Don’t be without it. other so-called ‘polishing cloths” as a genuine 


IT’S A WONDER! dollar is over a counterfeit. 
Manufactured by the 


No Dust! No Scratching! No Marring “SHY-NALL” MANUFACTURING CO. 


No Paste! No Powder! No Bad Odor! 
Main Office and Salesroom, 134 W. 23d St., 


25 Cents for Large Piece. NEW YORK CITY. 
* Will last a year.” (Opposite Proctor’s Theater). 














(@" NOTE.—In order to introduce ‘‘Shy-Nall’”’ in your section, we make the following offer until November 1, 1897. The 
regular price of “ Shy-Nall” to dealers is $2.00 per dozen or $18.00 per gross. On receipt of post office or express money order, and 
this page, we will send you five dozen ‘* Shy-Nall”’ Polishing Cloths, with all advertising matter, pictures, etc., at once, giving you 
adiscouut of $5.00 on the first order. This will give you a profit of $2.00 on every dozen sold. This offer is good only until 
November 1.—The “* SHY-NALL” MFG. CO., 134 W. 23d St., New York. 














Kindly mention this Journal when writing to Advertisers. 
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HINTS TO BUYERS. 





Attention is directed to the new adver- 
tisement of E. McGrath which ap- 
pears on page 10. It is of interest to 
every druggist. 


Messrs. Marshalls’, Limited, 27 Red 
Lion Square, London, have re- 
ceived a medal at the Quebec Exhibition 
for the patent “reel” fly catchers and vari- 
ous preparations in their well-known ar- 
tistic enameled tubes. 


The automatic figures for show win- 
dows illustrated on page 26 will be just 
the thing for holiday window dressing. 
Write to Nelson H. Jones & Co., 49 West 
Lake street, Chicago, for illustrated cata- 
logue and suggestions as to window 
dressing. 


Young & Smylie, 54 South Fifth street, 
Brooklyn, issue an illustrated catalogue 
which contains some interesting notes on 
liquorice, and which should be in the 
hands of every one of our readers. They 
will send a copy free of charge to appli- 
cants mentioning this journal. 


The popularity of the 4711 line of per- 
fumes and toilet articles being founded 
on merit, pure and simple, evidently con- 
tinues to grow with time, judging by the 
business which the American agents, 
Mulhens & Kropff, New York, report. 
All druggists with a fine class of trade 
should certainly have these goods con- 
stantly in stock. 


The disposal of unsalable proprietaries 
is a problem which was discussed at the 
Minnetonka meeting of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association. E.J. Moore, 
216 Front street, New York, makes a 
business of relieving druggists of this un- 
salable stock, and any one who is bur- 
dened in this way should send a list of his 
dead stock to Mr. Moore. 


Professor Armstrong, of London, in a 
recent lecture before the American Chem- 
ical Society, said that one of the most 
serious problems for the teacher of chem- 
istry was to obtain satisfactory balances. 
The Springer-Torsion Balance Co., 92 
Reade street, New York, claim that they 
havesolvedthis problem in their balances. 
To appreciate the many advantages which 
these offer, our readers should write to 
the manufacturers for an illustrated cata- 
logue. 


Assayed Powders for Percolation. 


On the front cover of the present issue 
will be found the advertisement of Gil- 
pin, Langdon & Co., of Baltimore. This 
house has for years made that greatest of 
all conveniences to the druggist, a pow- 
dered drug of standard strength, ready 
for immediate use. Not only are these 
goods of great convenience, but they se- 
cure an exact dispensing of the physic- 
ians’ prescription. We heartily com- 
mend them to the attention of our friends. 


The New “Shy-Nall.” 


In this issue will be found the special 
offer, good until November Ist, of the 
Shy-Nall Mfg. Co., of 134 West 23d St., 
New York. It is claimed by the manu- 
facturers that this cloth is a radical de- 
parture from old-time methods of mak- 
ing a polishing fabric. It is stated, 


moreover, that the goods will be sold 
primarily to druggists and will never be 
found on the counters of the department 
store. The makers propose to secure a 
good profit to the druggist and to obtain 
and hold his interest and connection from 
the beginning. The initial offer is of so 
attractive a nature that most wide-awake 
druggists will be glad to avail themselves 
of it. For further information we refer 
our readers to the advertisement itself. 


A New Pill Plant. 


Our readers will welcome the return to 
our advertising pages of the old house of 
Billings, Clapp & Co., of Boston. Their 
new pill plant is now in operation and 
they say, ‘‘We propose to turn out better 
pills for less money than has ever been 
done.” Druggists who buy pills and 
tablets in bulk and desire a first-class 
article at a moderate price would do well 
to address Billings, Clapp & Co., of 
Boston. 


A New Formaldehyde Generator. 


We publish in this number the adver- 
tisement of the Sanitary Construction 
Co., of 56 Pine street, New York, in 
which appears a cut of their new genera- 
tor. Disinfection by formaldehyde gas 
has now been adopted by the health 
boards of most large cities and physicians 
are consequently paying more attention 
to it than to any other method of pre- 
venting the spread of contagious disease. 
This generator being recommended as a 
thoroughly practical article, sold at a 
moderate price, is something that the 
druggist could undoubtedly handle to ad- 
vantage. The company also announces 
that it is headquarters for formaldehyde 
itself, and invites correspondence on this 
as well as on the generator. 


Plus de Maux de Dents. 


The above phrase, which, for the un- 
initiated, we translate, “No more tooth- 
ache,” is a sort of a trade-mark used for 
the dentifrice, Benedictin de Soulac, the 
American agency of which is established 
at 464 Broome street, New York, under 
the name of Benedictins Dentifrices. 
There are three preparations of this art- 
icle, an elixir, a powder and a paste. It 
is stated that the formula is over five hun- 
dred years old and was originated by the 
Benedictine monks of Soulac, France. 
The goods have a wide sale all over Eu- 
rope, where their virtues, not only as a 
tooth wash, but as a tooth preservative, 
are well known. The line is handsomely 
put up and is certain to achieve great 
popularity. | Druggists who cannot ob- 
tain them of their jobbers are requested 
to address Benedictins Dentifrices, 464 
Broome street, New York. 


“Just the Cheese.” 


“It’s a seller” is this cheese. It kills 
rats and makes money for the druggist 
who sells it. For illustration of counter 
display write the Newton Mfg. and 
— Co., 55 William street, New 

Ork. 


The Grand Prix. 


Emil Utard, manager of the American 
business of the Parfumerie Ed Pinaud, 
has just been informed by cable that Ed. 


Pinaud’s perfumery and toilet’ prepara- 
tions have just been awarded the “Grand 
Prix” (highest award) at the Internat- 
ional Exposition at Brussels. The re- 
sult will not be in the nature of a sur- 
prise to the drug trade of the United 
States. 


A New Pharmaceutical Company. 


Dr. A. E. Dickinson, who had charge 
for some years of the pharmaceutical de- 
partment of the Cudahy Co., and has for 
some time past been associated with the 
digestive ferment department of Parke, 
Davis & Co., has resigned his position 
with the latter firm and organized the 
Dickinson Chemical Co., with headquar- 
ters at Detroit. 


A Woman’s Taste. 


In a recent issue we had a description 
of what is probably the finest pharmacy 
in the world owned and conducted by a 
woman. This is the store of Mistress 
Cora Dow, which is located on the cor- 
ner of Race and Seventh streets, Cincin- 
nati. On page 5 of this issue we present 
a half-page illustration of the unique and 
beautiful soda fountain, which forms so 
prominent a part of the fittings of this 
store. The fountain is built entirely of 
Mexican onyx, and is believed by its 
makers, the Onyx Soda Fountain Co., of 
250 South State street, Chicago, to be the 
finest soda fountain that was ever con- 
structed. It certainly is a most striking 
piece of apparatus, as can be seen from 
the illustration; but even this wholly fails 
to convey an adequate idea of the rich 
color effects produced in this particular 
fountain by means of the handsome onyx 
used in its manufacture. The company 
would like to send illustrations and quo- 
tations to any druggist who contemplates 
either putting in a new fountain or re- 
placing an old one. 





Something New. 


F. Huhn, 72 Pine street, New York, 
has a new invention in paper-box machin- 
ery, which, he claims, enables him to save 
druggists 10 per cent on the cost of pill 
and powder boxes. Write him for sam- 
ples and prices. 


The William Freck Co., 116 South 
Clinton street, Chicago, claim to have a 
hand tablet machine suitable for prescrip- 
tion work, at a price which is in the reach 
of prescription druggists. Write them 
for full description and quotations. 


Armstrong Company Exhibit. 


As predicted in our issue of Septem- 
ber 10th, the Armstrong Manufacturing 
Co., of Boston, has carried out the plan, 
then under consideration, of an exhibit 
at the Food Fair, which cannot fail to 
popularize their goods with the buying 
public. A novel feature of a free medi- 
cal staff, ambulance and medicines at the 
expense of this enterprising firm, has been 
in operation since the opening day, with 
gratifying success. A large number of 
patients have already been treated by the 
corps of physicians, one of whom is al- 
ways in attendance. In addition to the 


conveniences for treating cases of indis- 
position, their booth is so arranged as to 
show to the best advantage a full line of 
the effervescent granules for which this 
firm has gained an enviable reputation. 








